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M.F. = Mediterranean Fleet 

mg = mile or miles (nautical) 
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Mv = patrol boat 

M.V.S.N. = National Security Volunteer Militia 
Mz = landing craft 
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NOTES. - Hourly protocols are indicated with six digits: the first two showing the hour, the 
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of the author. 

All Russian geographical names are written in Italian phonetic spelling. (So do not blame 
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CHAPTER I. 


OPERATIONS IN BLACK SEA 


UNTIL THE FALL OF SEVASTOPOL 
(see Map no. 4) 


1 — THE WAR SITUATION AT THE END OF 1941. 


The advance of German troops in Russia, which began June 22, 1941, came to a halt 
on December 5 of that year on a long 2000 km, rather sinuous line, which starts from Lake 
Ladoga passed then for Kalinin and Tula (the latest achievements) and in its southern part he 
was following roughly the course of the lower Donetz 

Despite the resounding success of the first months, these are great achievements 
indeed entire Soviet armies were destroyed one after the other, is now historically established 
that at the end of August 1941, in the environments of the German High Command, the 
illusions of a war easy and fast had already fallen, and Hitler himself had confided to 
Mussolini his belief that winning Russia by 1941 was impossible. 

The Germanic advanced encountered increasing difficulty and Soviet reserves 
seemed inexhaustible; when the first winter rigors finally came, the German troops were 
tired, demoralized and lacking in suitable clothing, while the other side were ready to go into 
action perfectly equipped Siberian divisions for a winter counter-offensive. 

The initiative passed to the Russians. 

The Crimea was now almost entirely occupied by the Germans; 
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but the most important Soviet naval base, Sevastopol, still resisted, thanks to its strong 
fortifications and the ability to be supplied from the sea; possibility that did not suffer 
impairments then that at that time the U.S.S.R., exercised on the Black Sea an air-naval 
power absolute and unchallenged. In fact, the Bulgarian Navy was reduced to a few units of 
all in poor efficiency and had exclusive supervisory task of national coasts can not be used in 
actions against Russia with which Bulgaria was not at war; the Romanian Navy could be 
considered reduced to four surface ships (Regele Ferdinand I, Regina Maria, Marasti and 
Marasesti) and a submarine (Delfinul), all ships of the old construction and therefore almost 
always unused for repairs, and of little value even as training; most of the lighter ships, as 
look-outs, Mas, etc., had been lost in armed conflicts; the efficient Romanian Aviation was 
reduced almost to zero; Finally, the German Air Force could not be used that from time to 
time in relation to the circumstances imposed by the war on the land front, the operations of 
which constituted its main task. 

Consequently, the Soviet Navy was the ongoing transfers by sea as in peacetime and 
brought to completion landings and naval operations without any contrast from the opposing 
side; It possessed considerable forces, which were deployed with sound operational criteria 
and were supported by very efficient logistic organization; active and equally efficient 
aviation that operated with it. 


2. - GERMAN REQUEST FOR NAVAL FORCES TO THE ITALIAN NAVY. 


To counter the Russian domination of the Black Sea was necessary to send naval 
units into the sea; but since the political circumstances excluded any possibility of them 
passing through the Dardanelles, there was no other solution but to resort to small torpedo 
boats and insidious means transported to the shores of the 
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Black Sea either entirely by land or in this way until entering them in the Danube then by 
river. 

The German Navy did not at that time have means of this kind; but the recent actions 
of the daring assault craft of the Italian Navy in Gibraltar, Suda, Malta, and finally "the 
sinking" of the battleships Valiant and Queen Elizabeth which took place on 19th December 
1941 in the port of Alexandria at the hands of the same Italian assault craft, they had aroused 
such admiration in the German Navy and interest to induce the high command to ask the 
Italian Navy to employ those means also in the Black Sea. 

The formal request was made January 14, 1942 by the Grande Admiral Raeder to 
Admiral Riccardi in Garmitsch (Bavaria), where the two leaders had met to discuss issues 
concerning the two navies and to realize a common action plan for the conduct of the naval 
wat. 

Admiral Riccardi agreed in principle, reserving the right to specify the type and 
number of vehicles that could be made available to the ally. 

The German initiative was a gesture which first came back in full satisfaction of the 
Italian Navy; but we can add that in the general framework of Italian-German relations was 
in some ways a reward for the total lack of enthusiasm with which it was received, following 
the insistence of Mussolini, the offer of an Italian Expeditionary Corps in Russia (CSIR) on 
the Russian front. 


3. - SELECTION AND PREPARATION OF MEANS AND OF BASES. 


The composition of the forces to be made available of the German Navy to operate in 
the Black Sea was determined as shown below: 

- one Mas squadron of 20 tons. with 4 boats (Mas 570 -571-572- 573); 

- one submarine squadron of 35 tons with 6 boats (C.B. / 
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-C.B. 2 -C.B. 3 -C.B. 4-C.B. 5 -C.B. 6); 

-a torpedo boats squadron of 5 boats (M.T.S.M. 204 -206 -208 -210 -216) and 5 
explosive launches (M.T.M.) 

Also it considered that these units were designed to operate in distant waters, without 
immediate support bases and national means and with little chance of training, it was decided 
to choose units already of proven combat effectiveness, already well-knit together and 
manned with selected crews and also already tested. 

The three squadrons, each with its own commands, would be placed under a 
command of the flotilla for which he was appointed captain of the frigate (Commander) 
Mimbelli. 

Supermarina also immediately sent a senior officer (captain of the frigate 
(Commander) Morale) to make arrangements with the competent German command for the 
transport of means and the disciplinary organization, 





(1) Features of submersible type CB 


Displacement on the surface tons 34.5 
Displacement underwater ms 43.5 
Length m 15- 
Width. * 3 - 
Point 2.91 
speed on the surface knots) = 7.5 
speed submerged “S 7- 
Surface Range at top speed. miles 600— 
Surface Range at 5 knots *S 1400- 
Diving autonomy at 3 knots a 60 — 


Armament 2 torpedoes into non-water tight tubes on deck 
Periscope 4.50 m with fixed eyepiece, 

(2) The M.T.S.M. (Modified Torpedo Patrol Motorboat) were about 8 meters long and carried a 
torpedo inside the hull in a central position Two Alfa Romeo engines were able to reach a speed of 34 knots 
The torpedoes were specially made, with a length of 3 meters and Charged with 100 kg of tritolitol. The drive of 
the powerboat required two people (pilots). They also had two depth charges to be launched at sea against any 
chasing ships, as well as a smoke generator, radiotelegraphy and radiotelephony. 

The MTM (Modified Patrol Motorboat) were called explosive launches and had the following 
characteristics: length m 7; Weight 1700 kg; Propulsion unit with 90 hp explosion motor; Speed knots 34; 
Mileage 60, propeller and steering wheel, flat hull; Driving from the stern with dashboard equipped with 
compass and indicator tools, a charge was fitted with 300 kg of explosive 
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logistics and administration of the flotilla; the Officer said he had talks in Sofia with Admiral 
Marshall, commander of -Navy Group South-, and in Bucharest with Admiral Black Sea 
(Goething); then visited Constance, designated as the seat of the logistics base of the flotilla, 
and Galatz where was the arsenal of the Romanian Navy. Relations with the Navy were also 
topic of conversation; topic that had of a sensitive nature since the Romanians, they could 
ceanly not like this new interference in a sea that geographically they considered their 

sea 

About the shipping of the units, they were examined the most affordable journeys 
with the assistance of the Army Corps of Engineers Railwaymen of the Italian Army and 
German Army officers of the Inland (transport department). 

Ultimately the following routes were established: 

-Mas: From Venice to Vienna street; from Vienna to Galatz via the Danube, in tow; 
from Galatz to Constance by its own means; 

-submarine: from La Spezia to Constanta moving by rail; 

- Special means: from La Spezia by rail to the station closest to the base of operations 
and then by street. The location of the base of operations had not yet been established but it 
was expected that special means would arrive in the Black Sea some time after the Mas and 
submarines. 





(3) From the commander's report Morale Supermarina: 

-The Head of department of the Inland Command "Naval Group South" ... told me that the German 
Navy would prefer that all the administrative and financial part on our vehicles is cared for by the R. Navy with 
conventions and direct contacts with the competent Romanian authorities 

"He advised me also to define the smallest detail this organization which, if not treated carefully, can 
lead to serious disruptions, as has unfortunately complained at the beginning of the German organization in 
Romania." 

"He added that the proposal that the Royal Navy involves itself in financial issue with Romania is 
based on the consideration that Romania shows very reluctant to give up material, being the trade balance much 
to the disadvantage of the Germans because of the large debts that these have made in Romania." 
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As the seat of the logistics base was designated as Constance; nor was there any 
possibility of another choice as Constance possessed all the necessary requirements, ie 
workshops, port facilities, rail connections, etc., as well as be sufficiently unusual to the 
operating front. 

The choice of operating bases was more complex and was not treated in the 
Commander's Moral talks, but was left to Commander Mimbelli, in relation to the 
reconnaissances that he himself who would have just arrived in the area of operations. 

About addiction, it determined that the commander of the flotilla would be under the 
direct command of the German Navy, which was based in Constance, and that would take the 
fleet in accordance with the directives of the Admiral of the Black Sea, from which depended 
directly. The commander of the flotilla would be part and parcel of the General Staff of the 
Navy Command State. 

In the month of March and in early April 1942, in Pala for the Mas, in La Spezia for 
the submersibles and the special means, worked hard to prepare the units, train crews, 
centralizing all military goods, respect and maintenance, in anticipation of not finding in 
place sufficient equipment and materials; for torpedoes, in addition to the gathering of the 
total service equipment and stock, they were willing to send all the necessary for their 
maintenance, and repair charge. 

One particular study involved the organization of special means Squadron (torpedo 
boats and explosives launches) whose Mediterranean accommodation could not be 
transferred elsewhere. It was created for this purpose a mobile base, truck, equipped to 
maintain a constant efficiency of the whole at a normal level and such as to allow rapid 
movements which were to be expected considering the needs of a very fluid front as that of 
the Black Sea. 

This set of special means was the 101st Squadron, but it was also referred to as the 
Moccagatta Convoy "to honor the memory of frigate captain (Commander) Vittorio 
Moccagatta, who died on 25 
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July 1941 the commander of the assault means operating against the base of Malta. 

The transport of the Mas from Venice to Vienna was previously studied and 
organized so as not to encounter unexpected difficulties and overcome those inevitable, 
which consisted of a few narrow passages in the settlements, which had to enlarge knocking 
down a few walls, and in some underpasses that are too low They made it necessary to load 
the hulls from the carts on the road and push on rollers. 

The Mas 570- 571- 572- 573 (XIX Squadron) departed from Venice April 22, 1942, 
and came to Constanta 4 May without incident as 

The six submarines sailed from La Spezia on April 25 and arrived in Constanta on 
May 2, also without incident. 


4.-TRANSFER OF THE MEANS SPECIAL FROM LA SPEZIA TO FOROS. 
The convoy of special means departed from La Spezia May 5, 1942 under Captain- 


Commander Lenzi, with 6 officers, 18 NCOs and 33 petty officers and sailors. 
A remarkable complex of 28 vehicles accompanied the motor 





(4) It was not the first time that Italian ships were transferred to other waters by overcoming land-based 
difficulties, this MAS transport we are talking about is actually a historic reoccurrence after five centuries 

In 1439, while there was war between Venice and Filippo Maria Visconti and the troops of the latter, 
commanded by Niccolo Piccinino, besieging, Brescia, the Venetian Senate decided to rescue the city with a 
landing on the west coast of Lake Garda behind the siege lines. For this purpose, six Venetian galleys and 
twenty boats, after having climbed the Adige up to Ravanone (5 km from Rovereto), were brought to Lake 
Garda (Torbole) using 18 days to overcome, including unprecedented difficulties , twenty kilometers. They took 
for each galleys, 120 pairs of oxen. 

The operation was planned by an official of the Venetian Navy, this Nicolo Sorbolo, who earned the 
Admiral appointment: As the inventor of it, it was almost certainly the Gattamelata, -although others want to 
attribute the merit to Golleoni. However, on tomb of Gattamelata reads, among other things, "Montibus 
imposuit classes." (See Rivista Marittima, November 1953) 
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torpedo boats and explosives launches: 3 tractors, 9 trucks, tank trucks, torpedo trailers, 
various trailers, chariots and platforms. 

A report - diary compiled by Commander Lenzi are some parts on the carriage by 
road from Simferopol to Foros (Crimea); As to rail from La Spezia to Simferopol we limit 
ourselves to a simple route-time framework derived from the diary itself: 



























































Arrival | Departure 

May 6_ | La Spezia 21:20 
May 7 | Verona 9:40 

Trento 14:00 

Bolzano 16:15 

Brenner 20:10 | 21:13 
May 8 | Salzburg 6:20 

Linz 10:20 

Vienna 20:30 
May 9_ | Pawlowitz 16:00 
May 11 | Pawlowitz 18:30 
May 12 | Krakow 04:25 | 05:40 

Rzeszow 21:00 | 21:45 
May 13 | Przemyls 10:20 | 12:00 

Lviv 20:10 
May 14 | Lviv 11:45 

Tarnopol 20:50 | 21:25 
May 15 | Shmerinka 11:50 

Vinnitsa 13:40 

Kasatin 15:20 

Fastov ZOD. -||-23' 29 
May 16 | Bobrinskaia 7:10 20:45 
May 17 | Znamenka 00:30 

Dmiepropetrovsk | 13:30 | 15:25 

Sinelnikovo i des) 
May 18 | Melitopol 12:15 
May 19 | Simferopol 14:10 
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C.B. submarines in Sevastopol 
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naw 


MAS in the Black Sea 


The diary of Lenzi commander continues: 

The station (at Simferopol) conditions are: the only inclined plane on the axis of the 
railway line was destroyed by the bombing last night, and there are no cranes in working 
conditions; the raised lateral plane of the line is in poor condition and much clutter. At 15:20 
the convoy is on the track, flanked on the raised floor and start with all means by makeshift 
rather acrobatic maneuvers and unloading of vehicles. Meanwhile I go with S. T. V. 
[Leut(g)] Massarini the Naval Commander where I take contact with a Lieutenant 
Commander and Admiral Graf von Schweinitz; they do the landing of certain heavy goods 
means as the chariot-barrel, torpedoes trailer, etc., carried out with the systems with which 
we have begun, can give an unpleasant surprise and wonder if it is to their knowledge the 
possibility of landing more easily; Also I ask them five trucks to transport the launches. I was 
told that what I'm using is the only means of landing and also makes me the need to hasten 
the operations because almost every night the station is 
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bombed by Russian planes. They also communicate that we were expected in a generic way, 
but they had no idea of the convoy and did not imagine that it was so large. 

“T go with the German Lieutenant Commander to a fleet and choose five trucks of 
5.20 m. for the transport of small boats. Meanwhile, the continuous landing, usually with 
raised floor, very quickly especially for merit and improvisational skills of our boys. The 
landing of some of the media is performed so scary We were on two occasions overflown by 
Russian scouts. 

"Because launches can not be landed before night, because the German trucks are not 
ready and the road from Simferopol to Yalta at night is closed because of the partisans, I'm 
going to choose a field near the city where to keep overnight the means landed. At 19:00 a 
first of them is started the chosen field and at 21.00 all means except small boats are taken 
out of the city. Move the five railway wagons with the launches out of the station; during the 
night the station has a small visit of Russian air but without consequences." 














An MTMS enters Sevastopol soon after the city is taken. 
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"May 20, 1942. 

"At dawn we begin the landing of small boats, by hand because, as I said, there are no 
cranes. At 13:30 even the launches, loaded onto Germans trucks "Elcavet" are at the camp 
outside the city. The landing in the whole took place in record time arousing the wonder of 
the Germans and fortunately we did not have any damage. Sending an official to Yalta with a 
German car because it predisposes for our arrival for tomorrow because the German Naval 
Command has informed me that even in Yalta await us in a completely generic way. I refer 
the departure of the entire convoy at dawn tomorrow because, again according to the 
Germans, it will take me at least ten hours to move to Yalta and the road is closed at 18:00 to 
traffic because of the partisans in this area are about 5000”. 


"May 21 

"At 04:00, escorted by two trucks and a motorcycle equipped with machine guns, the 
convoy, a good 40 vehicles strong (as the five German trucks if they have added a sixth for 
various material transport), leaves for Yalta. The road is as good as to the road surface but 
has some quite significant climbs. The distance to be covered is 150 km. In the beginning 
some tractors give us a bit of trouble; then everything goes fine and at 11:00 make our entry 
into Yalta." 

"Given the record speed with which the distance was covered, no one is waiting for 
us.” 

"The officer who had sent ahead went from Yalta to Foros which will be our base and 
itis 50 km from Yalta. The convoy that throughout the transfer has been the subject of floral 
gifts on the part of children and farmers, stop at a street flanking the sea, among the general 
curiosity.” 

"I go to the ‘Hafen Comandatur’"- where I meet with Commander Von Wedel 
informing him that the ‘Comandante Moccagatta’ motorized column has arrived in full at 
Yalta. " 

"Make contact with G.M [Ensign] Maino and later with 
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S.T.V. [Leut(jg)] Farolfi both return from Foros. The news is this: the first 47 km of the road 
are good; the last 7, needed to cover a stretch as the crow flies is only 2 km, have tight 
curves, which is problematic to take the means with trailer, Entire route must be made 
between 07.00 and 18.00 in groups of vehicles such as to counteract a possible ambush by 
partisans, but not too many, not to attract the attention of Russian reconnaissance planes 
flying over the road almost without interruption. These reports, and the fact that I will 
probably also need a rear tractor to every trailer for any maneuvers in tight corners, advises 
me to divide the convoy into two parts. " 


"May 22. 

"At 05 o'clock delivery, always with the escort of trucks with machine guns and a 
first part of the convoy, bound for Foros to be at the road barrier at 06.00. Everything 
proceeds normally. At 08.30 at the church from which we start the 7 km indicted, Our 
vehicles and our drivers are more like a dream: the only ones to give some boredom are the 
German "Eleavet" who do not have sufficient steering and long spring chassis.” 

"The place chosen as accommodation for us is a house that is part of a group of some 
buildings scattered in a park. In the other buildings they are located on a motorized company 
Command and the headquarters of a division that operates on the front of Sevastopol. Under 
the tenement will of the German company and an immense cantina (prior was a winery) 
where I accommodate all the material that we try to land as quickly as possible and not 
taking more than half on the road (which is required by the Germans) for the place is 
continually strafed and fragmentation bombed from "Rata" (yesterday incendiary and 
destroyed two German vehicles), I fear that the winery is a little damp, but for the moment 
there is no other solution. The means as they are unloaded are placed under the trees, 
completely covered, in similarity to what the Germans do, 
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with grass, and defending wheels and radiators with dry bricks.” 

"To put the boats at sea, a long road of about 2 km has been chosen, which, from the 
sloping seat, leads to a pebble beach; German pioneers have already begun to make it 
transitable. As a result of contacts with engineers and majors of a pioneer company, and 
depending on the possibilities and ease of work, I demand that at the end of the road a site be 
paved so that it can be maneuvered with a deck and made a sort of trench in which The 
bottom runs a decauville up to the wooden slide that leads to the sea; Also, if possible, lay a 
kind of cableway between the coast and a sinking hulk ten yards from it. The work is not 
very long, too, because the Germans have put a good number of pioneers on it. The trench, 
except for the introduction of the boats, will be completely covered in order to repair and 
hide the boats themselves. In a nearby hazelnut grove, I will put everything that is necessary 
to keep at the boats: workshop, trucks, cranes, etc. And possibly the torpedoes under 
watertight covers if the cellar turns out to be too wet.” 


“May 23”. 
"The second part of the convoy arrives Everything takes place regularly and during 
the day everything is landed and the means, including platforms, hidden in the woods." 


5. THE OPERATIONAL BASES. 

From May Ist to May 8th, Frigate Captain [Commander] Mimbelli, commander of 
the fleet, traveled to Crimea and Ukraine in order to choose the operating bases for the units 
of the three squadrons. 

We report some of his encounters to Supermarina, especially interesting for news 
about the Soviet Navy. 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 15 


- It is apparent currently the Russians have in the Black Sea 

the following units, 

-a battleship (Pariskaja Kommuna); 

-two cruisers 8,000 tons. of modern type Kirov, 

-two cruisers 5,000 tons. antiquated; 

-a flotilla Leader (Tashkent); 

-29 submersibles; 

-an unknown number of patrol boats of various sizes and Mas. 

"The consistency of the Merchant Navy in the Russian Black Sea would rise to about 
120,000 tons at present. constituted in part by cargo ships and tankers, in part by passenger 
steamers. The steamers are mostly strongly armed, especially such as A/A protection.” 

"The Russian ships, which until a few weeks ago they were usually located in 
Novorossiysk, are now preferably in Poti and Batum. A Novorossisk there are usually 2 or 3 
destroyers, and two or three submarines; Also cruisers sometimes. Cruisers, destroyers and 
submarines are also occasionally spotted in Sevastopol, but there are usually very short stays, 
probably for fear of attack by Germanic aviation and artillery.” 

"The main traffic of the enemy has as their objective the supply of Sevastopol, the 
waters of which, within a radius of about ten miles, are intensely monitored.” 

"To Sevastopol are made of well escorted convoys (cruisers, destroyers and patrol 
boats) which follow the following paths:” 

"Departures from Novorossisk: 

direct route; 

W route to a point 90 miles south of Cape Saric; then direct route to Sevastopol; 

"Departures from Batum: 

route along the Turkish coast to Ince Burnu and then direct route. 
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"Air Force of the enemy”: 

"In early May, before it began the offensive against Kerch, the Russians had in the 
Crimea and Novorossisk area 600 aircraft. Perform frequent nocturnal aerial bombing, 
airports especially; Saki -for example - have launched in recent times an average of about 
1200 medium caliber bombs per month.” 


"German ports in the Crimea”: 

"As is known, the Germans have mastered the entire Crimea with the exception of 
two small areas: the one around Sevastopol, and that around Kerch currently under 
occupation. The enemy Sevastopol area has a coastline of about 22 miles and runs from the 
Belbek river (about 3 miles north of Sebastopol) inlet of Balaclava, still in Russian hands. 
Consequently Germans have in Crimea of the following ports. 

"on the N Coast.: Ak Mecet, 








Moccagatta column, road transfer to Foros with multiple 
inconveniences. 
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MAS in "road" transfer to the Black Sea 


-on the S Coast.: Yalta and Feodosia. 

"Tarilgac, Yevpatoria and Aluskta are simple open beaches, where once there were the 
pontoons that the Germans completely destroyed, after the bitter experience of the enemy 
landing last December at Yevpatoria and Feodosia. 


“Ak Mecet: is a small natural bay on the north coast about 80 miles away from 
Sevastopol. There is no port facilities: there is only the slide of an old station of seaplanes 
that the Russians before abandoning completely destroyed. The port is open to the north, but 
- given the prevailing winds - in summer offers a fairly secure shelter. 

"The defense is ensured by three naval batteries -2 of 105 with 4 pieces and one of 76 
with 3 pieces - and by some A/A auto-cannons.” 

“Ak Mecet is connected by telephone and radio with Simferopol and other major 
coastal cities of the Crimea.” 

"In anticipation that our units will eventually use 
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Ak Mecet for stopovers, I asked: 

“the arrangement of buoys (4 places);” 

“the arrangement of comfortable accommodation for the crews of three submarines 
and a kitchen for 70 people;” 

“the creation of a fuel depot for Mas and C.B.” 


"Yalta” situated in the most beautiful area of the Crimea, did not suffer any 
destruction due to the war; But the port was heavily damaged by German engineers to thwart 
any landing attempts by the enemy.” 

"The defense of the port, as well as that of mines on the access route of the barrier, is 
ensured by 2 German Army batteries (one of the VI/150 and the other of III/105) and by 3 
batteries of the Germanic Navy (one of II/122 and two of III/76). The A/A defense is very 
limited, but I had the assurance that it will be significantly increased in anticipation of the 
arrival of our ships.” 

"Given that the Italian units will mainly use as bases of operation, the two ports of the 
southern coast of Crimea, I asked to be placed in Yalta:” 

“the moorings for 7 ships;” 

“the offices for the command and staff accommodation units and base;” 

“The fuel storage;” 

“The respective torpedoes depots;” 

“The luminous signaling systems to enable overnight access to the port.” 


"Feodosia” is a port that provides a safe haven in any weather. A likeness of the city, 
almost completely demolished, even the port is in painful condition: interrupted piers, docks 
devastated, completely destroyed port facilities, ships and hulls of many kinds sunk along the 
quays.” 

"I did not have precise data on the naval and A/A defense; I only know that it is 
mighty.” 
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"In Feodosia will - after my request - prepared mooring, accommodation and depots 
of fuel and ammo to a similar extent as in Yalta. 


"Scadovski: although it is far enough away from the area of operations, I found it 
necessary to also visit Scadovski, which apparently has been chosen by the Germans as a 
base for their flotilla of motor torpedo boats that is about to arrive in the Black Sea (it is six 
boats of 100 tons. that are being gathered at Linz and which are expected to be ready by the 
end of may). Scadovski has a very small harbor, but perfectly repaired and difficult to attack 
from the sea; But you have to cross to reach a large area of low easily mineable seabed; for 
the lack of light signaling systems around the Gulf, you can access it or get out only by day.” 

"Possibility of accommodation on the ground are limited; You can however use the 
sketchy accommodations already arranged for the German crews. 


"Considerations ”’: 


"For their design and the ravages made to it by the war, the ports of the Crimea can 
not, at present, offer a very safe anchorage, or the possibility of repairs of any importance.” 

"To use them as bases of operations - something that is absolutely necessary -You 
must overcome very considerable difficulties and assume a major threat.” 

"T have full confidence that we will overcome the difficulties, especially if you, Your 
Excellency, you'll want to have for the further sending of means and personnel will be 
critical. On part of the Germans I think I can count on the most unconditional support, 
limited their ability. " 


Supermarina provided as best it could the means and personnel; 
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but what mainly allow to overcome the numerous difficulties were the enthusiasm, energy, 
ease of adaptation of our men; and Yalta was the first operational base of the flotilla. 
Accommodation, workshops, ammunition depots and torpedoes, fuel depots, etc .. everything 
was equipped in the most offhand, although the possibility of requisitioning in Romanian 
territory were limited, both for the large number of soldiers already received and offices and 
commands already settled, both for continual friction in relations between Germans and 
Romanians, which we have already mentioned 

In addition, the fluidity of the front, which in the German Command intended it to be 
moved to the Caspian immediately after the spring offensive, advised not very definitive 
accommodation. 

Particular attention was paid to communications and the problem was solved by Italy 
sending field chariots and r.t. equipment which allowed a regular exchange of messages 
between bases, commands, units at sea. 


6. -FIRST ACTION OF THE MAS. 


On the morning of May 27, 1942 arrived at Yalta Mas 571 and 573 with Commander 
Mimbelli. Mas 570 and 572 remained in Sulina for repairs and reached Yalta on June 6 with 
the squadron leader Lieutenant Commander Castagnacci. 

Commander Mimbelli summarizes the activities of the flotilla in a report also 
mentions two actions (11 and 13 June) of which we will in due course the details. Meanwhile 
we transcribed from this report: 

"Until early June, the enemy has provided to the supply of Sevastopol through 
convoys consisting of one or two steamers and a strong escort for one steamer there were 
often five or six ships, including destroyers, torpedo boats and lookouts; for steamers of 
particular importance escort 
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of light ships was also sometimes reinforced by a cruiser.” 

"Near Cape Chersonese generally practiced at the change of the escort; incoming 
ships were assigned to smaller ships (motor torpedo boats and Mas) outputs from the base 
and ships had made the escort during the crossing were immediately back to the Caucasian 
ports, accompanying empty steamers came out promptly from Sevastopol, or by high-speed 
only. The incoming convoys regulated the navigation to be 20-30 miles south of Cape Saric 
towards the end of evening twilight, which allowed the ships to enter in Sevastopol in the last 
hours of the night, ie before German planes could start their activities.” 

"The operation of our vehicles has very disturbed these tricks of the enemy, as the 
night tour in the waters close to the fortress, which first took place in relative safety, has 
become of a particularly dangerous stretch.” 

"Faced with the first losses the Russians withdrew immediately from supplying 
Sevastopol with steamers, probably for fear of too thin their merchant marine, already so low 
(in the Black Sea with no more than 100,000 tons. of steamers).” 

"And so, after our actions of on the nights 11 and 13 June, in which we have sunk a 
ship of 5000 tons. and torpedoed another ship of 10,000 tons. which was then finished at 
dawn by Stukas, the Soviets have not even attempted to send a merchant ship inyo 
Sevastopol.” 

"Subsequently, in the period when the moon was nearly full, the Russians have sent 
to Sevastopol some destroyers (probably with small quantities of ammunition for automatic 
artillery and anti-aircraft) against which they could do very little with Mas and with motor 
torpedo boats, due to the strong visibility that we would not have allowed to approach 
decisive distances. (The Germanic Schnellboote, who attempted to attack them a few times, 
have launched against them twenty torpedoes, including a salvo of 10, without noting any to 
hit). After 
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June 26, the day when the Stukas were able to sink one of the destroyers and damaging 
another, the Russians have given up even this modest possibility of supplying the dying 
fortress, leaving it entirely to his fate.” 

"After my arrival in Yalta, even though I had decided to start as soon as possible 
ambushes, both to take advantage of the surprise of our arrival with only two Mas at our 
disposal (the means of attack were not yet ready for use), both to buy a bit of experience on 
the habits of the enemy forces and become aware of the signaling systems of the coast, the 
way in which the approaches to Sevastopol they were guarded, etc..” 

"Unfortunately, as a result of an air attack, the availability of the two Mas was soon 
reduced to only one Mas; in fact, on the night on May 29 various splinters of a bomb 
exploding in the vicinity of the pier have hit Mas 573, seriously injuring two crew members 
and causing some minor damage, including damaging an exhaust pipe that could not be 
repaired with local means and of which it was not until the replacement from Italy.” 

"On nights on May 30, on June 2 and June 3 I came out with Mas 571 to go in 
ambush between Cape Saric and Cape Chersonese, at a distance of about 8-10 miles from the 
enemy coast.” 

"The first night was seen at a great distance a ship of about 800-1000 tons. (A lookout 
or an old destroyer) who ran toward the land following a bright lights and against which it 
has been unable to launch.” 

"The second night did not see anything, and the third night, that on June 3, was 
attacked, about 15 miles south of Cape Chersonese, an outgoing convoy from Sevastopol, it 
consists of a ship of about 5,000 tons. escorted by two destroyers and two patrol boats. Given 
the relative position of the initial sighting, it was not possible to approach with such 
subsidiary at a distance of less than 2500 m; the setting in motion the main would on the 
other hand caused our immediate sighting 
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the consequent against the convoy the maneuver, given the high visibility (waning moon in 
three days from the full moon, the cloudless sky and clear atmosphere).” 

"Despite that the sighting being made the exact as possible and with all the calm, the 
two torpedoes have failed. The convoy, that there must have spotted, quietly continued its 
route and to us was left with no alternative but to head for return to base, after transmitting 
the signal sighting in the hope that the Germanic bombers and torpedo planes could reach the 
convoy at dawn. " 


7.- TRANSFER OF SUBMARINES FROM CONSTANCE TO YALTA. - 
LOSS OF C.B. 5. 


On | June, as soon as arrived in Yalta the fuel to supply the submarines, the chief 
ordered the flotilla from Constance the first three: C.B 1 (Lieutenant Lesen d’ Aston), C.B. 2 
(sottotenente di vascello [Leut (jr)] Russo) and C.B. 3 (of Lieutenant Sorremino) (5). 

The crossing, 243-mile, direct route because the dredging of coastal routes had not 
yet been completed, and with little favorable meteorological conditions, was accomplished 
without any inconvenience; the three boats arrived in Yalta on June 5 in excellent condition 
and after just two days could leave for the ambush. 

Commander Mimbelli intended to leave the other three submarines still have some 
time to Constance, waiting for the defensive works of Yalta had been somewhat improved; 
but following the invitation of Admiral of the Black Sea to gather as soon as possible all 
boats in Yalta, so always have three in ambush, 





(5) Lieutenant Lesen d’ Aston also functions as the squadron leader. 
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June 9, 1942 departed from Costanza also C.H. 4 (of lieutenant Suriano), the C.R 5 
(Lieutenant (jg) Farolfi) and C.B. 6 (of Lieutenant (jg) Gallinaro). 

Even these happily accomplished the crossing, arriving in Yalta on June 11; but 
unfortunately the meeting on that base of the complete squadron of six boats lasted only a 
little over a day: at dawn on June 13, 1942 Yalta was violently attacked by planes and Soviet 
MTB, and a torpedo struck the C.B. 5 which exploded sinking. There were no fatalities. 


8. -ACTIONS OF THE MEANS OF ASSAULT. 


From the report, already mentioned, of Commander Mimbelli we return: 

"Since my survey of Crimea, made in early May, had been chosen for assault means 
the base of Foros, both for its proximity to Sevastopol (30 miles) and because it offered with 
its woods and a large cellar the possibilities of well concealing the vehicles of the column 
and some speedboats.” 

"After the arrival of the truck convoy in Crimea (19 May) were carried out by 
German pioneers, under the direction of our officers, accommodations for the launching and 
recovery of boats. The accommodations in question were completed in late May and the 
motorboats have been able to start their missions in the night on June 5.” 

"Since then, until the capture of Sevastopol has been a continuous series of missions, 
despite the often adverse weather conditions and the careful supervision of the enemy made 
the task of our small means extremely difficult. The details of individual missions are set to 
precisely in the relations of their respective commanders, which show that almost all of them 
have presented considerable difficulties and risks faced and overcome with courage and 
skill.” 
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"The torpedo motorboats, as do the Mas, usually set off on alarm. When the aerial 
survey of the late afternoon signaled the approach of convoys or enemy ships, the motor 
torpedo boats moved, on the fall of darkness, from their base to score the lead ambush 
beneath the enemy coast, at a distance of 2-3 miles. Further off, at 6-7 miles from the coast, 
we positioned our Mas, so as to constitute a double barrier that enemy ships would have by 
necessarily go through to enter the port of Sevastopol and to get out.” 

"Unfortunately (I say unfortunately from the selfish point of view of the Italian side 
and not from that of the general interest of the war) the enemy has given up very soon 
sending of important supplies to Sevastopol; sightings have become increasingly rare, usually 
limited to warships of small tonnage very fast or submarines; and our assault craft were able 
to hunt with their claws out too rarely.” 

"Overall the motor torpedo boats launched only three times against enemy ships and 
precisely.” 

- In the night on 10 June, Mas 216 (pilot Lieutenant (jg) Massarini) launched a short 
distance (less than 100 meters) a torpedo against a flotilla leader (type Tasbkent) As the 
torpedo has hit almost surely, the weapon did not explode because the firing pin did not have 
time to arm; 

- In the night on 11 June Mas 210 (pilot Lieutenant Commander Todaro) has 
launched a torpedo against a ship of about 600/800 tons. of little draft (lookout or motor 
torpedo boat) The torpedo passed under the keel without exploding; 

- In the night on 13 June, the Mas 210 (pilot Lieutenant (jg) Massarini) hit with a 
torpedo a large ship of approximately 10,000 tons. loaded with ammunition, having closed to 
about 400 meters away, heedless of the protective shield of 3 MTB and an explorer. The ship 
had to be taken in tow and at dawn, because it had not reached under the cover of a smoke 
screen in the port of Sevastopol, 
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the Stukas were able to attack it and blow it up with large-caliber bombs.” 

"A fourth launch was carried out by Mas 204 (pilot Lieutenant (jg) Romano) in 
particularly critical conditions, as - it seems strange to say - with the sole intent to lighten.” 

"At dawn on June 18, returning to the base of Foros, Mas 204 was intercepted by two 
big Soviets MTB who, taking advantage of the fact that it was now clear, and who had a 
higher speed, began to pursue him, shooting at him with machine guns and cannons. As the 
road to the friendly coast was blocked, our boat had to run out to sea, with Russians MTBs at 
their heels; every time he stopped, with the hope that the enemies come close within the 
effective range of the depth charges of which he was equipped, but the MTB, sensing the 
danger, is also stopped. As to counter the enemy shooting there was nothing to think about, 
because our Mas was only armed a submachine gun.” 

"After about 50 minutes of chase, in order to increase its speed by a few miles, the 
Mas launched the torpedo, but nonetheless could not outdistance the enemy MTBs. Only 
after about two and a half hours of pursuit and when they arrived now at the center of the 
Black Sea and in view of the mountains of the Turkish Coast, the two MTBs disengaged 
from the hunt. Shortly after our boat headed for Foros, where she arrived at 11:00 with fuel 
tanks nearly dry.” 

"In addition to the many ambushes, assault transport carried out in partnership with 
the German torpedo boats (6) and with the Mas, 





(6) By the end of May they reached the Black Sea also German motor torpedo boats, coming, via the 
Danube from Ingolstadt. Were boats of 100 tons, with wide autonomy and excellent seaworthiness. 

In operations against Sevastopol took part five of those boats who developed a very intense activity but 
had little luck managing to only sink a steamer circa 2000 tons, empty, output from Sevastopol and two 
lookouts from 80 + 100 tons evacuating military and political personnel after the fall 
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in demonstrative action against the enemy coast near Cape Feolent (Sevastopol)." 


9. - AMBUSHES OF THE SUBMARINES (FROM THE REPORT OF COMMANDER 
MIMBELLI]). 


"In view of their limited speed and their seaworthiness rather modest, it was 
considered more convenient to use the C.B. submarines for ambushes near the coast to the S 
and SW of Cape Saric, instead of sending them well off the coast.” 

"The project to hold three more C.B. in ambush had to be abandoned after the first 
mission, for the sinking of C.B. 5 and for the multiple failures that occurred on other units as 
a result of air strikes in port or other causes. They so the boats were sent in ambush at first in 
pairs and finally one at a time.” 

"The missions generally lasted two nights and a day, which did not involve excessive 
physical strain for the crews and on the other hand allowed a long period (over 24 hours) in 
the area of likely transit of enemy ships.” 

"The missions were frequently opposed by sea conditions, even in this season, are 
very often quite bad (force 4-6) along the southern coast of Crimea,” 

"The contraction of the opposing traffic occurred in June has reduced greatly the 
chances of attack of our submarines against enemy surface ships. In all they have 





the Fortified town. 

The starting points of the German torpedo boats were Costanza and Ak Mecet, from which they moved 
to ambush in the area between Cape Saric and Cape Chersonese. Contrary to our Mas, which generally were 
blocking operating night in order to watch a wide sea area, the Germanic motor torpedo boats remained usually 
gathered in one group of three and one group of two but sometimes also performed missions in a single group of 
five units. 
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they could attack only twice: for the first time on June 13th (launch of a couple of torpedoes 
by the C.B. 3 against a Voroshilov type cruiser); a second time on June 27 (attack by the C.B. 
4 against a destroyer, which could not be brought to an end by the intervention of two enemy 
lookouts, who then subjected our submarine to intense hunting).” 

"The launch against the cruiser, carried out in broad daylight at a distance of 1800 
meters and a 90° beta, was unfortunately not successful, because both torpedoes sank shortly 
after being launched. The irregular functioning of weapons is due probably to the fact that 
they had not been able to review them after the Constance-Yalta crossing, because the 
ground rooms were not ready.” 

"It is certain that in this way has been lost a wonderful opportunity to strike and 
maybe even sink the most beautiful ships around the Black Sea (the Pariskaja Kommuna, 
which is an old battleship, that is not certain, from the military point of view, 2 twin cruisers 
Voroscilove and Molotov, which are modern, fast and well-armed).” 

"Our submarines saw neither convoys nor merchant ships of any kinds.” 


10 -ACTIONS AGAINST RUSSIAN SUBMARINES. (FROM THE REPORT OF 
COMMANDER MIMIBELLI) 


"From aerial observing and from the lookout stations service shows that in the first 
week of June there was a significant transit of submarines in the south of Crimea, at a 
distance of 20-30 miles from the coast and direction of the navigation E to W and vice versa. 

"More than the transit operation of boats to attack traffic along the western Black Sea 
coast, I believe that it was also submarines temporarily used to supply ammunition 
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or particular materials need by fortress of Sevastopol. In a second stage, when the fate of 
Sevastopol appeared marked, the submarines were being used, according to the prisoners 
statements, for the evacuation of military leaders and top politicians.” 

"To note that the submarines did not use particular caution, but sometimes brazenly 
sailed for hours and hours in the area in view of the Crimean coast, without any worry about 
the possibility of a hostile reaction.” 

"It was logical that I tried to take advantage of this state of affairs, which offered the 
possibility of achieving with relative ease convincing results, placing in a proper way the 
ambushes of submarines and surface ships, especially as the surface “game” became more 
and more rare.” 

Within a few days we are thus able to sink three submarines, one by a Mas and two 
by two C.B., and precisely: 

-at 12:15 on 15 June, the C.B. 3 (Lieutenant (jg) Sorrentino) launched two torpedoes 
at 1200 meters distance against a submarine that sailed surfaced, sinking it; 

-at 05:02 of June 18, the C.B. 2 (Lieutenant (jg) Russo) has launched two torpedoes at 
1800 meters distance a submarine stopped surfaced, sinking it; 

-at 21:23 on 19 June, the Mas 571 (Lieutenant Commander Castagnacci) has 
launched two torpedoes at 7-800 meters away against a submarine that sailed surfaced, 
sinking it. 

"The submarines sunk by C.B. had passed the ambush Area our boats without having 
been previously reported. That sunk by Mas 571 was instead spotted just before sunset from 
Cape Aitodor station (near Yalta), about 20 miles to the south, while sailing towards 
Novorossisk. I brought out immediately the two Mas that were ready and have sent them to 
wait for the passage of the submarine about 40 miles away from Yalta, waiting astride of the 
alleged march route, a 5-mile interval between them.” 
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"Both Mas subsequently spotted the submarine; the 573 launched a torpedo without 
hitting, while the 571 four minutes after the sinking, recovering two shipwrecked crew, (an 
electrician & an engineer). 

"Our units have spotted numerous other submarines, most with strong distance, 
without causing a sinking or damage any other. 

"In late June, the submarine sightings are much diminished, perhaps because the 
traffic is scarce, or perhaps because, taught by the harsh lessons suffered, they used more 
caution during moving." 


From the reports of the submarine commanders of the C.B. 3 and C.B. 2 we report the 
interesting parts of the sinks of their operations. 


Submersible C.B. 3 (n. Prot. 078 SRP -18 June 1942). 
(Ambush point on the meridian of Cape Saric, latitude 43° 40',) 


“Day June 15, 1942. 


"12:05 Hours. The radio operator informs me to hear the sound of electric engines at 
210°. He omits to decipher the discovery signal received just before to go on deck to watch 
and see if anything in that direction.” 

"12:12 Hours. Spots a submarine navigating for route -beta N° 30 - distance 5000 m - 
speed 3 knots around - go in surfacing to be more ready to immerse electric-ahead - speed 3 
knots - Rv 270°.” 

"12:15 The submarine makes a lot of smoke stern - has triggered combustion engines 
- I see three men on the bridge.” 

"12:26 hours. I launch a pair - route to launching 285° - beta 90° - distance about 
1200 meters -angle targeting 16° - I dive - altitude 14 m. - 63 seconds after you hear a huge 
explosion that shakes the whole submarine - return back to periscope depth to explore the 
horizon - not seeing anything - return to depth 15 
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meters and prepare the telegram for Base Command - since the distance where I was and the 
sea conditions do not allow me to return to Yalta before the night inform the Base Command 
that I would stay until dawn 20 miles south of Cape Aitodor “. 


Lieutenant 
Commander 
GIOVANNI SORRENTINO" 


Submersible C.B. 2 (n. Prot. 081 SRP -20 June 1942) (ambush point lat. 44° 17' long. 
33° 13') 


“Day June 18, 1942. 


"05:00 hours. Hydrophones do not report to me any nearby source. I come to see (7): 
sea conditions (force 3 NW) does not allow me to remain at periscope depth. Emerge just 
opened the door sighted against sun, a few degrees starboard bow, a enemy submarine 
stopped surfaced; beta 100° to starboard, distance about 1800 meters.” 

"The submarine seems to be in the process of preparations for the dive. I noticed that 
two people from the board pointed at me and looked at me with binoculars. I guess I was 
spotted when surfaced. I suspend the dive, remaining almost surfaced. While turning slightly 
to starboard to aim at the target I noticed that other staff appeared on the submarine's tower, 
probably to man the machinegun; two sailors descended onto the deck.” 

"05:02 hours. Launch the starboard torpedo targeting angle zero; Pointing on the 
prow. The torpedo, after about 60 meters of the race, running submerged, surfaces producing 
a highly visible 





(7) The current expression that means raising the submarine to periscope depth, that is, until you get 
out of the water the eyepiece of the periscope and then be able to explore the horizon 
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water spray.” 

"After eight seconds launched the left to the torpedo, targeting 3° angle. I see that the 
enemy submarine staff, having noticed my launch, begins to enter the interior.” 

"I dive. Arrived at an depth of 17 meters perceive a strong blast that shakes the 
submarine.” 

"About a minute after you hear a noise as loud and prolonged crash.” 

"05:45 hours. After you have checked with the hydrophones the absence of any 
source in the area, having the air groups almost exhausts for numerous dives performed 
during the night I decided to emerge and lead immediately to return to the surface ...” 

"I emerge and head for return - passing a short distance from a vast area of the known 
sinking point in which the sea loses its living force, presumably emitted from diesel 
submarine sunk." 


Lieutenant (jg) 
Commander 
ATTILIO RUSSO » 


11 - RUSSIAN ATTACKS AGAINST OUR OPERATING BASES. 


After the arrival of our means at Yalta the Soviet planes, facilitated by the low 
efficiency of the Germanic A/A defense, began intense offensive, with day and night 
bombing, with aircraft either alone or in groups of 3-5. The most notable damage produced 
by these bombings, in a period from May 28 to June 20, 1942, there were the engines and the 
hull of Mas 570, 572 and 573, as well as submarine periscopes of C.B. 2 and C.B. 3. The 
German authorities, probably because all their resources were absorbed by operations against 
Sevastopol, failed to promptly improve the efficiency of the A/A defense and it has only the 
small number of aircraft used by the Soviets in 
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those bombings of Yalta if the consequences on the unity of our fleet, moored in a restricted 
body of water and perfectly identifiable from above, were even crippling. 

On the other hand the choice of Yalta as an operational base of Mas and submarines 
can not be, in our view, the object of criticism (and it was not from Supermarina) when you 
consider that to effectively participate in operations against Sevastopol, which offered the 
chance of success that hardly would be repeated in the Black Sea, the only port used for those 
means so small and limited autonomy was Yalta, situated in an ideal position to move 
quickly on the communication lines of the enemy and in the waters of fortress still in his 
hand; nor they existed in Crimea better equipped ports and better protected. 

The enemy effected against Yalta also two attacks from the sea, on June 13 with a 
MTB, simultaneously with an air strike, and on June 18 with three MTB. These attacks were 
conducted with courage and cunning, playing deftly with equivocation that could generate 
presenting mouth of the harbor at dawn, more or less at the usual time of return of our Mas 
from ambushes. 

The ruse succeeded perfectly the first time the MTB attacker could easily reach up to 
about 200 meters from the port entrance and launch the torpedo, which, as we have said, 
struck and sank C.B. 5; the defense opened fire only a few moments before the torpedo blast, 
when the MTB turned brusquely discharging smoke; the fire of the batteries of small caliber 
guns and was very intense but by no means ineffective. 

On 18 June, three Russians MTB repeated the attack with a similar manner, managing 
to launch two torpedoes that exploded against the docks at the bottom of the port without 
causing significant damage; but the defense reacted much earlier (it was the same 
Commander Mimbelli identify first, by 
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enemy boats, and telephoning the defense to open fire) and his heavy machine guns 
repeatedly struck the attackers, one of whom was seen fleeing, and did not return to base. 

Foros, where the special vehicles were housed, suffered only two or three air raids of 
poor efficiency. 


12. SEARCH FOR ENEMY CONVOYS. (NIGHT 11-12 JUNE 1942). 


The night sortie of Mas 570 and 573, completed with the sinking of a single steamer, 
but demonstrating a great activity and offensive spirit from those small ships, we give the 
narrative transcribed in full from Commander Mimbelli's report. 


"On the evening of 10 June, having received news of the sighting south of the 
Crimean from air recon of two enemy convoys, I made the ambush of two Mas to the SW of 
Cape Feolent at a distance of 8-9 Miles from the coast and three motor torpedo boat between 
Cape Feolent and Cape Chersoneso, below the coastline.” 

"Mas 573 (Lieutenant Mataluno), which was the ship most off the coast, spotted at 
21:50 two destroyers that preceded the first convoy. At first Mas has directed to attack them; 
But shortly thereafter, having one of the destroyers put the bow on the Mas, he thought he 
was spotted and turned away. Having noticed that he was not pursued, Mas 573 stopped after 
a few minutes and then, with the auxiliary motors, moved to the view the area.” 

"Soon after, the Mas saw a large motor ship of about 5000 tons. Preceded by a small 
ship of about 1000 tons. And laterally escorted by two big destroyers. Mas 573 headed to 
attack the motor ship and at 22:44 launched against it a torpedo at a distance of about 1000- 
1200 meters and on a beta of 80°. The motor ship made a abrupt turn to 
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avoid the torpedo whose trail was clearly visible (as is unfortunately almost always takes 
place in this sea because of strong phosphorescence). Fortunately the turn has been made in 
respect to the Mas, so that these could launch a second torpedo in even more favorable 
conditions then the first and precisely at a distance of about 800 meters and a beta of about 
80-90 . While the 573 moved away with full force chased by two escorting destroyers, the 
torpedo struck the ship on the bow.” 

"The Mas has not had time to see the sinking of the motor ship, but it is considered 
that this occurred almost certainly due to the fact that at dawn the motor ship has not been 
seen by aerial reconnaissance or in the port of Sevastopol or off, and also because in the 
torpedoing of the area were seen by German aircraft a large oil slick and a launch, empty, 
adrift.” 

"Mas 570 (Lieutenant (jg) Nicolini), on which I had been taken aboard, was not at all 
aware of the events that were taking place not far, away from his point of ambush (the radio 
telegram sighting of Mas 573 was not received for one of those rt inefficiencies so easy to 
occur on a Mas) and continued to remain in alignment near the two green lights located on 
the coast between Cape Feolent and Cape Chersonese.” 

“Only at 23:15 were perceived the turbine noise at sea and at 23:30 they spotted the 
dark spots of a convoy that followed the bright alignment. Approaching it was found that it 
consisted of a torpedo boat followed by a ship of about 1,500 tons Behind the boat there was 
a destroyer of Storoshewoj class flanked by three motor torpedo boats.” 

"After we moved into a favorable position with auxiliary engines, it was launched at 
23:21, from the distance of about 500 meters and beta of 80-90°, fires a torpedo at the motor 
ship. The torpedo started straight, but the ship saw its wake, also perfectly identifiable with 
great distance and, with a quick turn, slightly dodged it 
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"Although the precise recommendations made before departure the motorists, 
instantly launch, they have set in motion the main engines, causing flare-ups from the pipes 
and loud noise. I told the commander to immediately stop the motors, for I feared that the 
alarm was now given. After a few moments, having seen two of the enemy motor torpedo 
boats turn towards us, I gave the order to jump-start the main engines. But the engines, which 
had been so ready a few moments before, this time it has nothing to do with starting, 
probably for the anxiety of the motorists. Meanwhile Soviet motor torpedo boats came nearer 
and nearer. I expected that at any moment opened fire, but instead, perhaps because misled 
by our apparent failure to act and perhaps because there were other Russian MTBs like us in 
the area, we have set back along the edge a short distance (50-80 meters) without making any 
hostile act and without even asking the recognition signal.” 

"Having a torpedo yet available, it was decided to attempt a second attack. They are 
made to start the main and was reacquire the convoy, which continued to follow the 
alignment heading towards the coast. The sea live in the bow made the maneuver very 
difficult and was obliged to remain fairly close to not lose sight of the convoy, being among 
the other things the binoculars almost impossible to use because of the spray.” 

"At 23:40, arrived in the forward position with respect to the ship, moved for the 
attack. When we had arrived at a distance of about 600 meters and we were about to launch 
the torpedo, the ship was quickly turned to our side, we put us before the bow on her and 
then introduced us to the other side, passing a short distance (150- 200 meters). In these 
conditions it was impossible to carry out the launch and I told the captain to change course 
on the left to attempt another attack. As we turned, it is presented in front of us, a short 
distance and favorable beta, the torpedo boat of the forward escort. The occasion 
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seemed propitious and was launched the second torpedo. But even then, you want when it is 
a turning target, you want for a delay of a few seconds in the material execution of the launch 
by the torpedo, did not hit the mark.” 

"With the Mas we passed at a hundred meters from the bow of the torpedo boat which 
opened fire against us, very misguided, a heavy machine gun. We immediately responded 
with volleys perfectly centered with our 20 mm. gun. The torpedo boat has not tried to chase 
us and soon ceased the shooting, while with the Mas we assumed the route to get back to our 
base.” 

"The three assault boats, lurking beneath Cape Chersonese, were not able to spot the 
convoys. The motorboat 210, piloted by Lieutenant Commander Todaro, however, has seen a 
ship of 600-800 tons, (torpedo boat or alert) stopped listening to the hydrophone. At first he 
did not attack her, hoping that she was at that point to await the arrival of some important 
ships. After more than an hour, since there came nothing and approaching the time when he 
had to head for the return to base, Commander Todaro approached to a distance of about 
150-200 meters from the ship that was then still stopped and has launched against it his 
torpedo. The wake has passed the eighth plank, but there was no explosion; probably because 
the enemy ship’s draft was less than the depth at which the weapon was adjusted (3 meters). 
Motorboat 210 then directed to return, chased in vain by the first ship who he had launched 
against and then by Soviets MTB." 


13 - FIGHTING AGAINST RUSSIAN SMALL CRAFT CARRYING UNITS OF 
LANDING. 


At about 03:00 on 18 June 1942, following the sighting of two white flares, issued 
from Foros two of our motor torpedo boats with capitani di corvetta [Lt. Commander] 
Todaro and Lenzi. After heading 
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towards Yalta keeping about 5 miles from the coast, the two speedboats, at the height of 
Cape Kikineis, sighted two large Soviet boats visibly loaded with troops, impossible to use 
the torpedo against these boats very little draft, and although conditions inferiority, having 
only one machine gun on each boat, we immediately committed to a fierce fight against the 
two boats, inflicting considerable losses among the Soviet soldiers; only when the 
ammunition of machine guns were exhausted, and after that the speed boats were hit by 
several shots, one of which had hurt rather badly one of the second pilots, Commander 
Todaro directed to return to base, and just landed telephoned Commander Mimbelli notify 
him of his sight and the position of the two boats, 

The Commander Mimbelli, after asking if the German Air Force could send some 
aircraft to strafe the boats themselves and having been answered that there was no aircraft 
available, promptly came out with Mas 571 and followed by Mas 570 went to search and 
attack them; he sighted at 05:45, coming out of a hazy area and went on the attack. There 
followed a prolonged fight, a distance between 150 and 300 meters, and to which was carried 
out almost exclusively by Mas 571, the 20 mm. machine gun having quickly jammed on the 
other Mas, 

At 07:25, after 90 minutes of fighting, during which Mas 571 was repeatedly hit, 
Lieutenant Commander Bisagno was mortally wounded and the radio operator quite 
seriously, Commander Mimbelli had to desist from fighting, having exhausted all the 
ammunition both of machine guns that the guns and also being the machine gun of Mas 571 
in terms of not being able to shoot a shot every now and then. 

The two enemy boats were now in desperate conditions a semi-submerged; the other, 
who had also been repeatedly struck, badly damaged, 

At 10:40, after restoring the efficiency of the 20 mm. machine gun of Mas 570 and 
having embarked German and Romanian light machine guns, 
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Mimbelli commander came out again with Mas, the only one I could have at that time, in 
search of Soviet vessels to complete the annihilation; but nevertheless he would explore the 
length and breadth of the region, could not find them. The animated sea had in the meantime 
and the presence of numerous wreckage - from craft materials (boards, oars, etc.) Made it 
possible to assume that the enemy boats were sunk. 

The action that we have described is certainly a demonstration of bravery; and in this 
regard it is appropriate to quote the words with which Commander Mimhelli ended his 
report. 

"It may be objected that the attacks went beyond the tasks of the Mas and motor 
torpedo boats, being very vulnerable and very little armed, have a lot to lose and little to gain 
by fighting boats like that.” 

"The attacks in question are, in my opinion, an expression of the daring spirit that 
must animate in all circumstances the crews of the motor torpedo boats of any size, 
especially of a distant sea, where they are only to represent our flag.” 

"It is certain that the battle cost us dear, as the death of a brave officer, energetic and 
skillful which was the lieutenant (jg) Risagno, was a particularly sensitive loss for the IV 
Flotilla and also, allow me to say so, for the Navy, which would, in one day soon, could 
count him among its top commanders. To his Black Sea comrades he left the example of an 
absolute dedication to his duty, pushed to the extreme sacrifice." 


14. - DEMONSTRATION ACTION AGAINST THE ENEMY COAST. 
In the initial plan of the command of the German Eleventh Army had planned a 


landing of German assault troops to the west of Balaclava, to get behind the south side of the 
enemy deployment. 
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The landing, which was to be effected by German motor torpedo boats, was at first 
postponed and then replaced with a demonstration, which was to be for the purpose of fixing 
the enemy attention on the coast at started a new great general offensive on the land front. 

The demonstrative action was to be carried out by 12 sturmboote (MTB) escorted by 
our motor torpedo boats, which were to approach the enemy coast near Cape Feolent to 
simulate a landing, then moving away behind the protective curtain of smoke. It was decided 
to give greater prominence to the action demonstration to blow up against the shore one of 
our small boats. 

In the night 28 to 29 June 1942 took place the action, which was attended also two 
Mas with the task of overseeing the exits from Sevastopol in order to prevent the column of 
small boats were intercepted by Russian MTB or lookouts. 

The operation took place with perfect regularity and according to plan; the only thing 
that was far below expectation was the enemy reaction, probably because the defense had run 
out of ammunition and not long wanted to consume in a form of fire which was not prepared; 
and so all the Italian and German boats that had participated in the operation, and some of 
which had approached a few hundred meters from the enemy coast, returned to the base 
without the slightest damage. 


15. - ENTRANCE OF MOTOR TORPEDO BOATS TO BALACLAVA. THE FALL OF 
SEVASTOPOL AND CONCOMITANT ACTIONS. 


On July 2, 1942 Sevastopol capitulated and the same day, in Balaclava (immediately 
south of Sevastopol), our motor torpedo boats first entered the port, in order to affirm the 
contest led by the Italian Navy to the fall of the nearby stronghold. This was an initiative of 
capitano di corvetta [Lt. Commander] Todaro, commander of the special means group, and 
we report in this regard an interesting excerpt of his report. 
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"I decided to enter Balaclava based on the following elements:” 

"First, the news personally drawn in a visit to the front lines on the front of Balaclava 
that the city, by order of the Germans, would only be circumvented by Romanian troops by 
land, so that it fell with a respectable distance siege; I realized that the city was about to fall 
and that the Germans, wanting to occupy the port entering from the sea with their MTB of 
100 tons., by passing as much as possible the Romanian troops who had fought bloodily in 
the area, would definitely assured installment, after the war, the most important base of 
southern Crimea.” 

"Second, the artificial difficulties raised by the German High Command to 
Commander Mimbelli who had asked to come in with the Mas and assault boats into 
Sevastopol while the city was being occupied.” 

“Third the presence of German sailors at Simferopol for employment in the 
occupation of Sevastopol and Balaclava.” 

“On basis of the above, having learned that the Romanian troops, contrary to the 
desire of the Germans, were entering Balaclava, I felt obliged to immediately take the 
following decisions:” 

a) Entering with banners into the port of Balaclava with the five assault speedboats 
before any allied units. 

b) Send by land into Balaclava an official to the Romanian Command warning him of 
our impending arrival. 

c) Do not ask the Commander Mimbelli prior authorization by telephone, which was 
intercepted and that in any case I would be given only in confidence as He has the captain 
communicated before the negative wishes of the German High Command in regard to 
Sehastopoli. 

"At 12:30, after a particularly difficult navigation for the bad sea conditions, the 
Italian formation entered the port passing barrages of mine, welcomed enthusiastically by the 
Romanian troops. An honor guard company deployed at 
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the point of landing presented arms. Colonel Dimitrescu, commander of the occupying 
forces, was waiting on the dock with his officers and after the mutual presentations invited 
our crews to the headquarters of his Command where he had prepared a party." 

The capitulation of Sevastopol took place while the fortress had the still almost 
complete arms; but it was reduced to almost zero with the ammunition, which is attributed to 
the fact that the supply traffic by sea was suddenly decreased, and in recent days stopped 
almost completely. 

The intense activity of our means, not foreseen by the enemy, the presence of 
unknown number submarines, and especially the uncertainty represented by the appearance 
of special features of entirely new means had to affect to a large extent on the Russians 
decisions about reduction and suspension of maritime traffic. 

The Russians did not attempt at all to clear part of the fortress of their troops by 
means of merchant shipping or some large warships, which would have given our Flotilla 
occasions propitious for a good shot; they simply send some submarines and some MTB to 
withdraw some soldiers and political leaders of particular importance, leaving the vast 
majority of the forces at the mercy of the winner. 

Some soldiers tried to flee by boat, not only motor but also rowing, who were in the 
harbor and in the creeks near Cape Chersonese; but few were able to reach the Caucasus 
because almost all of those small boats was destroyed by Germanic aviation; some were 
found by our Mas and motor torpedo boats, which only in this kind of raid had occasion to do 
something on | July sank an enemy sentry who had gone aground near Cape Aija (between 
Cape Saric and Balaclava) with 15 men on board; the same day they recovered five Russian 
soldiers of a lookout off Cape Saric that had been burned 
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by German aircraft and was in a state of sinking; the evening of July 6 captured a rowing 
launch loaded with Russian soldiers in their attempt to reach the MTB awaiting them off 
shore. 

Also along the coast of the staff of the flotilla cooperated in mopping up, finding and 
capturing Soviet soldiers hidden in fortresses and in caves by the sea near Cape Chersonese 
where they found several hundred. 

So he had completed the first period of activity of our units in the Black Sea 

In that short space of time, 65 missions were carried out by the four Mas, 56 
performed by motor torpedo boats, 24 performed by C.B.; but even after so much intense 
activity and despite multiple offenses reported by enemy fire, and even more 
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by bombing and strafing aircraft, the end of operations against Sevastopol was the Mas and 
the Italian motor torpedo boats in perfect working order. 

This result, all the more remarkable when one considers that in the operational bases 
of the Crimea there were no mechanical nor port equipment workshops, it was due to the 
goodness of our material and tireless activity of the mechanical staff and workers. 

The C.B. submarines, much more delicate and, we might add, not so lucky, they had 
all of the damage that required sooner or later a period of work in Constanta. Particularly 
vulnerable proved to be the periscopes, for their characteristic fixed eye, that is, not 
retractable. 

Admiral Schuster, chief commander of the South Group of the German Navy, sent to 
Admiral Riccardi, dated June 29, 1942, the following letter that we like transcribing a closure 
of this chapter. 

"Returning from a long visit to the front, I am pleased to be able to 
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confirm to the E.V. such excellent performances the Italian Naval Forces deployed in the 
Black Sea have given.” 

"They are a confirmation of the good esteem of at all Germanic Naval Forces to 
Italian Naval Forces in a year of employment in the Aegean, and that I have the honor to 
have under my command. 

"Despite the difficult conditions of supply and the continuous enemy air attacks on 
their bases, units supported vigorously and successfully the battle of Sevastopol under the 
tireless and courageous leadership of capitano di fregata [Lt. Commander] Mimbelli.” 

"The behavior and the fighting spirit of the crews are exemplary. I could personally 
deliver several Iron Crosses for special acts of valor.” 

"All types of units used have proved perfectly suited and I expect from them for 
future operations, a strong and decisive support.” 

"Salute with particularly grateful, if it were still possible, in the course of this 
summer, a solicitous increase of Naval Forces.” 

"With the assurances of my highest esteem I am, Your Excellency." 


your devoted 
Admiral SCHUSTER 
Commander in Chief Naval Group South” 
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Data dell'uscita 
Unita 
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Mese Giorno Ora Rates pant 
= =it = ss 
Luglio 1 13.00 | M.T.S.M. 216 Azione contro vedetta rus- 3h3/4 | La vedetta russa carica di truppe 
sa che era stata portata ad inca- 
gliare dall’equipaggio é stata 
affondata. 
» 1 20.30 | M.T.S.M. 208 - Agguato zona tra Capo 3h _ 
216 - 206 Feolent e Capo Cherso- 
neso 
» 2 10.35 | M.T.S.M. 216 - Pattugliamento lungo la Ship — 
208 - 204 - costa ed entrata nel fior- 
206 - 210 do di Balaclava 
» 2 20.30 | M.T.S.M. 216 - Agguato sotto C. Cherso- 8h aa 
208 - 206 neso alla imboccatura 
della baia di Kasac 
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CHAPTER II. 


FROM THE FALL OF SEVASTOPOL 
TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1942 


(see map n. 4) 


1. - THE REST OF THE MONTH OF JULY 1942. 


Fall of Sevastopol and completed the sweep operations that we talked about in the 
proceeding chapter, naval operations of an offensive by the Axis forces in the Black Sea had 
a stoppage period that lasted for almost the entire month of July 1942. 

Although the units were still in good working order, they had been hard used and it 
was appropriate, in anticipation of a resumption of intense activity, take advantage of that 
stop time to reorder them and also to give a little rest to the crews. 

Another reason for opportunities of this period of rest was the possibility to organize 
two new bases: one in Feodosia, locations which we have already said in the previous 
chapter, the other at Iwan Baba, military harbor a few miles south of Feodosia, that Russians 
had just built for the needs of their large destroyers. 

The submarines went to Constance to repair faults in the maritime missions and air 
strikes in the port; the Mas of the XIX Squadron remained in Yalta for regular upkeep, 
performing at a later time a beaching [dry dock] in Gurzuf, a few miles north of Yalta, where 
there was a slipway that was returned in efficiency; the assault craft remained 
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Foros, also for routine maintenance. 

During this time the enemy made no attack to our bases and its air activity against the 
Crimea faded until they ceased altogether. 

Meanwhile Supermarina, in anticipation of possible future operations in the Caspian 
Sea, had taken steps to strengthen the XIX Squadron with other Mas. 

The June 18, 1942 sailed from La Spezia, Mas 568 and 565 and they came at the end 
of the month to Constanta and moved to Yalta on July 29, followed by a short interval Mas 
566 and 567. At the end of September came also Mas 574 and 575. 

By early August the Italian Mas and the German motor torpedo boats (that had moved 
to Iwan Baba) resumed operations. 

The first requirement that presented itself was the direct protection of Germanic 
motor lighters transit in the Sea of Azov with materials for the Army; from one of these 
motor lighters transfers ensued on the night August 2 to 3, an important action which we will 
discuss below. 

Another objective was to attack the enemy traffic that took place between the 
northern ports of the Caucasus (Novorossiysk and Tuapse) and southern ones (Poti and 
Batum); but this need, because of the distance from our bases from the routes traveled by the 
Russians, created considerable difficulties to our boats, the commander of the flotilla, as we 
shall see below, tried to get over with gimmicks. 

The activities of the Mas was also dedicated to ambushes near the Caucasian coast of 
the coastal traffic routes between Novorossiysk and Tuapse. 

In early August the Commander Mimbelli also ordered the return to Yalta of 
submarines C.B. 2 -C.B. 3 -C.B. 6 from Constanta where they had completed work; so in 
view of the favorable development of ground operations have been foreseen to be able to use 
soon, for our means, more advanced starting points; but because of poor sea conditions the 
three submarines could only come to Yalta on August 18. 
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2. - NIGHT ACTION OF 2 TO 3 AUGUST 1942. (See maps Nos. 2 and 3). 


As we Said in the previous paragraph, it was necessary to transfer into the Azov Sea 
of Germanic motor lighters cargo of material required for Army operations. There being 
twenty such motor lighters, it was established that their departure from Iwan Baba and 
Feodosia happen in waves, punctuated by a few days; and at sunset, so as to pass at night the 
Strait of Cherc whose east bank was still in the hands of the enemy. 

For the protection of motor lighters was expected. 

-a direct escort by German minesweepers of 100 tons. 

(Equipped with a internal combustion engine); 

-a remote supervision, carried out by our Mas and by the German motor torpedo 
boats, south of the Cherc peninsula, along a line that enemy ships would have to cross to 
attack the convoy of motor lighters. 

The Russians, who had their aerial reconnaissance and probably also by espionage 
news of the concentration of motor lighters in Feodosia and Iwan Baba, they decided to make 
a night bombing of those locations with ships and aircraft, and so while the enemy ships, left 
in the afternoon of August 2, Tuapse, were heading to the south-eastern coast of the Crimea, 
a convoy made up of the first 8 motor lighters started from Feodosia at 18:00 the same day 
heading to Cherch with the predetermined protection. 

If everything had gone according to forecasts no meeting would likely have occurred: 
Russians ships and planes would find ports without Mas nor motor torpedo boats or 
minesweepers and 8 motor lighters less; but the Italian-German units supervisory would be 
too far away to counter the return of enemy vessels to Caucasian ports. 

Instead MAS 573, on which embarked the squadron leader Lieutenant Commander 
Castagnacci, shortly after the start was a failure 
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one of the engines, and instead of achieve position, 40 miles east of Feodosia, was lurking 
about ten miles from the harbor, separating itself from the other two Mas (568 and 569) 
which made their way to their assigned positions (see map no. 2). Thereby Mas 573 found 
herself, by a fortunate chance, in an ideal position to attack ships that had come to bombard 
the coast, as in fact happened. 

Shortly after midnight (3 August 1942) a cruiser and a destroyer, coming from the 
west and route around E N E opened fire on the coast, to Iwan Baba. 

Mas 573 went immediately to the attack, despite having one of the main engines 
failed, and threw the a single torpedo against the main ship because the other was started 
mistakenly when the Mas was not yet on the correct corner of aim. The Mas was able to 
escape the violent hunting by escort ships, despite its limited speed, heading towards the 
coast. 

On Mas 568 (Lieutenant (jg) Legnani) received the discovery signal from the 
squadron leader and immediately reverse the route heading the force towards the point 
indicated by the signal; but finding themselves at a disadvantage compared to the moon, and 
most importantly having the sea alive to the forethat continually covered high splashes, he 
was spotted by the enemy first, and became aware of his presence only when one opened fire 
on him. Lieutenant (jg) Legnani boldly faced his ship with this serious initial inferiority and 
maneuvered under fire with coolness and ability to move into launch position. (See map no. 
3). 

The two torpedoes launched a short distance both hit the main ship that caught fire 
and exploded violently after a few minutes. 

The Mas 568 was chased down by the escorting destroyer, and bombed by planes that 
lit it up with flares. 

Neither Mas suffered minimal damage as a result of enemy fire, although it was well 
directed and very heavy. 

Mas 569 did not receive the signal of discovery from Mas 573 directly 
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Map 3 


CARTINA N* 3 
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SUL 3 AGOSTO 1942 
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but only after about an hour, the repeated signal repeats the same part of our coastal r.t. 
stations at Yalta and Feodosia; It went south of Feodosia and scoured the area for a long 
time, but with negative results. 

Based on the indications of Commander Castagnacci was thought at first that the ship 
sunk was definitely the cruiser Krasny Krim of 6,600 tons .; but subsequently it turned out 
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from reliable information that cruiser was sunk on August 9 was in Novorossisk and was 
later spotted at other times, different locations. The morning after the sinking were seen by 
Mas 569, sent to search, scrap of all kinds covering a wide sea area; but he could not recover 
any shipwrecked nor any object that would serve to establish unequivocally the sunken ship’s 
name, which was to be a medium tonnage cruiser. 


3. - DEMONSTRATIVE ACTION AGAINST THE TAMAN PENINSULA COAST. 


A similarity of what was done in Sevastopol, the German authorities asked 
Commander Mimbelli make a demonstration with Mas south of the Taman Peninsula, to fool 
the enemy that the allied troops wanted to perform a landing in that location, and attract 
defense forces, while in fact it was determined that the landing happen about twenty miles to 
the north, in front of Ienicalé. 

The action, which was carried out on the evening of August 20 with very favorable 
weather conditions, attended by Mas 569, 568, 571, 573. Commander Mimbelli embarked on 
Mas 569. 


From Cape Tachille the boats headed ENE up to about 3 miles from Cape Panagia 
and then followed the trend of the Caucasian coast with direction ESE remaining at a 
distance from the land between two and three miles and moving at a speed of 30 knots; 
despite the tremendous roar of the engines, the Russians did not notice any time soon to the 
presence of our Mas. Commander Mimbelli report describes the result of the events: 

“Finally - I say finally because our aim was to draw the enemy's attention on us - they 
fired a rocket from the ground, probably to ask for the recognition signal.” 

“After a second rocket, fired at one-minute intervals 
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from the first, burned two search lights that have started to rummage the sea. One of the 
search lights has identified the second Mas formation and held in its beam without leave for 
several minutes. I ordered then the machine gun of my Mas to open fire against the nearest 
search lights, immediately imitated by other units, while I reverse the route taking the road 
already traveled.” 

“After A few moments of hesitation the enemy opened fire from the land quite 
heavily on us, first with heavy machine guns and then also with small-caliber cannons. 
Several shots were falling close to the boats, but without anybody hit.” 

“Having now that the desired effect was achieved and that the continued existence in 
the area would have been an unnecessary danger, he turned away at that time and we moved 
away from the enemy coast, heading for returning to Feodosia”. 


4.- AMBUSHES OF THE M.A.S; ON THE ROUTE FROM TUAPSE TO 
NOVOROSSIYSK. 


In addition to the task, pre-eminent, the protection of Germanic motor lighters, which 
we have said above, the Mas resumed, after the pause of July 1942, including ambushes on 
the routes most likely transit of enemy ship. 

Even in doing the work of the [V Mas Flotilla was very intense but unfortunately not 
as fruitful: the particularly favorable conditions for use of those boats were so small, that 
occurred during the period of operations against Sevastopol, not repeated; and the lack of 
lucky encounters with enemy ships, even sought after by our boats with insistence and 
persistence, concurred two factors increasing sensitive in the distances of the targets from 
bases of departure and the strong decrease in enemy naval after the fall of Sevastopol. 

The ships were pushed more towards the coast of Crimea - except for the bombing of 
3 August we said 
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in paragraph 3 - and merely escorting small convoys, made up generally of 2 or 3 ships of 
medium tonnage, which shuttled between ports of the Caucasus keeping the coast and never 
far north of Novorossisk. 

Increased activity was manifested when under the threat of Germanic invasion, the 
Russians began to evacuate from Novorossiysk and Tuapse, towards the southern ports, 
personnel, materials, and damaged ships under construction, floating docks, etc.; but the 
traffic never assumed significant proportions. 

We said that there was then the factor of the increased distance of the enemy routes 
from our bases: in fact, bring on the routes of enemy coastal traffic starting from the eastern 
ports of the Crimea, it was relatively easy for German torpedo boats, five times larger than 
our Mas and seaworthiness and much greater autonomy (800 miles compared with 270), was 
however extremely difficult for units of IV Flotilla; and this because the enemy routes 
passed, at the closest point, at no less than 120 miles from Feodosia, that were practically 
outside the limits of autonomy of the Mas, taking into account a margin of safety for the 
probable deviations imposed by a possible action with the enemy and the fact that in that area 
was almost always rough sea that caused a significant increase of consumption. But since the 
attack on the enemy traffic was the only form of offensive activities that could be attempted, 
the flotilla command decided to resort to gimmicks just to maintain it had been unable to get 
it to be made available to the allied flotilla ships for refueling at sea, he set to complete after 
about two hours of running the Mas intended to perform the mission with the fuel to be 
drawn from other Mas, who would have immediately return to base. Refueling at sea was 
only possible with very favorable weather conditions: the commander of the flotilla, 
therefore, determined that it was done under the coast, near the southern access of the Cherc 
Strait (Cape Chiz Aul) so as to be close to the north winds that are predominant in that 
neighborhood. 
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The maximum of the missions program was as follows: 


From Feodosia around 16:00; 

Refueling stop from 17:30 to 18:30; 

Arriving at the point of ambush around 21:30; 
starting from the point of ambush at 02:30; 
Back to Feodosia at 06:30. 


This program entailed, given the season, from 5 to 6 hours of daytime sailing under 
the threat of air strikes and a journey of about 250 miles. 

After some time, with the awakening of the air attacking and especially after that 
once the Mas were machine-gunned and bombed by a squadron of 6 fighter aircraft, 
Commander Mimbelli found it necessary to adopt a different system, so as to eliminate the 
long pause in the day, so he did embark on each Mas four oil drums, corresponding 
approximately to the consumption for about fifty miles; the drums were secured on deck and 
they are funneled into the fuel tanks when, with the arrival of the evening was to cease the 
danger of an air attack. Also this system was obviously anything but free from drawbacks, 
the serious danger of fire both represented by drums on deck in case of enemy attack, and for 
the ordeal which submitted hulls and engines to overload. 

The strong will of the flotilla crew chief of the Mas corresponded with the greatest 
enthusiasm and contempt of danger, but their efforts were not adequately rewarded: in 6 
missions sortie conducted in August and September 1942 was sighted only, September 5, a 
steamer of 3000 tons. which it was torpedoed and sunk by Mas 568; all other times the Mas 
did not spot anything. 

Evidently the Russians were aware that navigation during the day were in no danger, 
since the German air force, engaged on the land front, completely neglected the Black Sea; 
while at night they had to deal with the Italian Mas 
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and German motor torpedo boats, of whose movements they were kept fully abreast by their 
aerial reconnaissance. 


5. - OTHER EVENTS OF AUGUST 1942. 


The motor torpedo boats, which were left at first idle for lack of targets by their 
range, were then used to hunt submarines in the waters of the Gulf of Feodosia, where 
manifested a remarkable enemy underwater activity; but they had on positive results. 

On August 20, the German maritime authorities, in view of the rapid success of their 
alpine compatriots who achieved in a short space of time a few passes of the Caucasus chain 
(1) and threatening overlooked on the valleys descending towards the Black Sea, considered 
the possibility that the fleet and the Russian merchant ships attempted to reach Istanbul to 
escape the direct threat looming on the bases of Batum and Poti; and the possibility of having 
to frustrate this attempt asked the command the IV Flotilla to concentrate in Burgas, the port 
closest to the Bosphorus, the submarines, which at that time were distributed between 
Constanta and Sulina, and Mas 566 and 567 that were expected overnight from Italy, sent, as 
we have said, in anticipation of possible operations in the Caspian Sea. 

Despite the considerable difficulties that the creation of a new base of operations 
presented, given the necessarily limited means at the disposal of the Flotilla [V, Commander 
Mimbelli approved the request. Then the transfer to Burgas did not happen: the Admiral 
Black Sea announced that it was postponed, but you must also continue to prepare the base in 
Burgas. The countermand was due to changes in the military situation. 





(1) It is known that a German division arrived at the top of Mont Elbrusm (5630 m); "Making quite a 
nice mountaineering raid then an important military reality (Marshal G. Messe, "La guerra al fronte russo 
front”’.) 
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The Mas 566 and 567, that on August 25 they had reached Galatz, were sent to Yalta, 
in preparation for the next transfer to the Caspian Sea, which is still expected soon. 

Following the torpedoing of a large tug on coastal routes between Odessa and Sulina, 
the Admiral of the Black Sea, towards the end of August, he asked the command of IV 
Flotilla to send two C.B. submarines to hunt down enemy submarines between the Danube 
and Bugaz. 

The search carried out from August 31 to September 2 from C.B. 1 and from C.B. 6 
were not successful, although the evening of August 31 C.B. 1 had detected by hydrophone 
most likely a noise produced by submerged submarine at no great distance. 


6. - OPERATIONS OF THE MONTH SEPTEMBER 1942. 


During the month of September the situation on the Black Sea theater underwent a 
change in favor of the Italian-German land forces as was completed the occupation of the 
whole Caucasian coast to including Novorossisk. This improvement, however, did not bring 
significant benefits to the operations of the IV Flotilla as not allowed to employ more 
advanced base of Feodosia, as the port of Novorossiysk was under the fire of Soviet artillery 
and that of Anapa was too open. 

There was by a contrast significant worsening in the air situation to a vigorous revival 
of the Russian, who preformed with strong and frequent day and night bombing of our bases, 
with bombing and strafing of offshore ships, corresponded to an almost complete absence 
German air activity, even in the exploratory field, and a great weakening of fighter aircraft, 
moved to other sectors. 

During a landing of troops, to be performed in the night 2 to 3 September, on the 
Tarnan peninsula, in front of Cherc, it was requested the contest of our Mas for distant 
protection of 
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the same landing. The Mas, who according to the provisions of the Admiral of the Black Sea 
had been placed in ambush south of the Cherc Strait, about midway between the coast of the 
Crimea and the Caucasus, met no enemy ships. The German motor torpedo boats, which had 
been given a much more favorable patrol area, about 20 miles NW of Anapa, spotted some 
small steamers and barges that were at anchor near the coast, probably intent on clearing out 
troops and materials from the Taman peninsula. This was now completely surrounded by 
land divisions; But there was no supervision by the sea and this made the task of the German 
ships easier which quickly sank four small steamers and 6 large barges without undergoing 
any reaction. 


On this occasion Commander Mimbelli said so in his report: 

“T have expresses to Admiral Black Sea my deep regret at the fact that the German 
motor torpedo boats were sent three times in such a favorable area, while Mas had been kept 
away, saying that - if nothing else - the our past activity gave us the full right to an absolute 
equality of treatment with German units. Admiral Wurmbach was justified by asserting that 
the first German boats had been sent under the enemy coast, instead of those Italian because 
it was believed that they could be of Russian lookouts against which the German motor 
torpedo boats, armed with a 37 mm. cannon larger then of from a 20 mm. gun, the would 
have been better then the Mas, they have only one 20 mm. gun; the other two times the 
admiral intended, according to his statements, send Mas instead of motor torpedo boats, but 
then, at the last moment, he had to change his intentions because the rough sea would not 
allow the use of our boats, so smaller than Germanic.” 

“There remains then inexplicable that the enemy boats would have been able to carry 
the day (the attacks took place just hours after 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 70 


sunset) in an area so close to the Crimea without being seen by aerial reconnaissance, unless 
the Germans have deliberately failed to provide the sighting signals transmitted by aircraft, in 
view of the fact that I immediately asked to go and attack them with Mas.” 


On September 5, the Command of the IV Flotilla finally had a free hand to act ina 
coastal area between Anapa and the Strait of Cherc, but it was too late: the German troops 
from the north, Romanian from the south, were completing the occupation of the entire 
coastline . 

Commander Mimbelli that same day on September 5 had made the motor torpedo 
boats urgency return from Yalta to Feodosia, intending to use them in a combined action with 
Mas; but given that the latest news on the progress of land operations allowing very 
problematic judgment of the possibility of further attempts to embark by the enemy, gave up 
such employment, especially as the weather was not very favorable and motor torpedo boats 
reported failures in the transfer to Feodosia. As for Mas, he gave up sending into the area 
NW of Anapa everyone ready and thought enough to send only two, with the other two 
trying to reach a convoy with a floating dock of 5000 tons. who had started in the morning 
from Novorossisk and was heading SE with strong escort of lookouts and MTB. 

The two Mas who went to explore the coastal strip NW of Anapa not spotted 
anything; however, it was the subject of a strong reaction from the ground, probably by 
Romanian troops who were to have pushed far ahead of what was expected. 

The other two, namely Mas 566 and 568, arrived at Novorossisk had to abandon the 
mission because of a failure of one engine of 566 who had to return to Feodosia. Not to give 
up all hope Commander Mimbelli, who was on Mas 568 (Ensign Maino) made him move 
near 
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the coast between Novorossiysk and Anapa then follow it a short distance with a NW 
direction. 

At 03:05, just before dawn, Mas 568 sighted a steamer of 3000 tons. anchored close 
to the land and went straight to attack him; a torpedo launched about 500 meters away 
produced a great explosion and the steamer, cut open in the middle, it settled on the bottom: 
did not follow any reaction, it turned out no presence of enemy supervision units. 

The next day - Sept. 6 - a few hours later returning from the mission described above, 
the four Mas departed again to go to the ambush south of Novorossisk, against which had to 
be dealt a big storm during the evening. German troops conquered the city and the harbor 
area in about three hours; but unfortunately the ships had left the previous port and small 
coastal vessels departed only at dawn, after the Mas had already left the ambush to return to 
base. 

At Yalta, September 9, a few hours after the Grand Admiral Raeder had passed in 
review on the quay of our crews and those of the German units on that basis, a full squadron 
of Soviet planes bombed the harbor area at low altitude, centering it with medium caliber 
bombs without the air defense, taken by surprise, reacting in any way. Mas 571 and 573 were 
sunk, Mas 567, 569 and 572 reported severe enough damage to the hull. Was also sunk a 
German motor lighter. Among who’s staff there were three wounded, two very slightly. 

September 13, according to the Southern Group Command directives, the submarines 
left Constance. 

C.B. 2 and C.B. 3 went to Burgas, where they departed on the evening of the 16" for 
an exploratory cruise in the view of the mouth of the Bosphorus, without sighting anything of 
note; They returned to Burgas on the 19", then went on to Costaea to repair some faults 
which occurred on the mission. 

C.B. 1, C.B 4 and CB. 6 left directly to Yalta; but Commander 
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Mimbelli made them stop in Sulina, deeming it not prudent to make them go to Yalta until he 
was assured the anti-aircraft defense of the foundations was satisfactory, since the bombing 
of the ports of the Crimea were occurring with an increasingly fast pace. A few days later the 
three submarines made for Otchakow and then to continue for Scadovski (Ukraine). 

The three Mas who did not suffer damage from the bombing that took place on 
September 9 after limited activity, as a result of three factors: first, predominant, lack of 
goals; second, the fuel shortage, since gasoline has become almost impossible to find since 
the Crimea was now a front of secondary importance; Third, the desire of Commander 
Mimbelli not to risk compromising the efficiency of the boats to transfer to the Caspian Sea 
which at that time was considered to be very near. 

On September 27, the enemy effected, shortly after sunset, a 
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Commander Mimbelli among his men of the 
Fourth Flotilla MAS in the Black Sea. 
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Commander Todora oversees the embarkation of a torpedo 
destined for his special means. 


naval bombardment of the area between Livadia and Aitodor, just south of Yalta. 

The radar station of Cape Aitodor signaled the presence of 6 ships at 15 miles away 
towards SSE with westward route; Although these data do not seemed very plausible and 
Mas had on board very little gasoline, Commander Mimbelli came out immediately with two 
of them. It was not spotted any ships; it was learned later that the bombardment was carried 
out by a single submarine and it was assumed that the aim was to test without too much risk 
the efficiency of the defense of the area for future actions of greater importance. 
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MISSIONI EFFETTUATE Dal Mas DAL 9 LUGLIO aL 30 SETTEMBRE 1942. 














Una 
Mese Giomo Ora Panecipanti Scopo della missione Durata Avvenimenti 
Lugho 9 07.30 Mas 572-573 : 
19100 | Mas 570-577 Cooperazione con truppe 14h Sono stati catturati oltre 1000 pri- 
. ? 2 germaniche alla cattura 5hl 5a i ie: As = a 
di militari ee . gionieri molti dei quali si sono 
i militari sovietici as- arresi ai nostri : * 
— ostri Mas ed ai nostri 
sediati nel forte -M. “ < 
Gorki. (ead di Can oe siluranti che control- 
- Oo avano gli sbocchi del forte sul 
Chersoneso) Saige: 
> ? = =-- 
1 04.50 Mas 572 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 2hip = 
dosia 
. 12 18.40 Mas 572 Trasferimento Feodosia- 2hip 
Yalta | ie 
. ?. =>. 
= 21.00 | Mas 571 Agguato protettivo al lar- Th _ 
go dello scalo di alag- 
gio di Gurzuf 
> 23 21.11 Mas 570 Idem c. s, Thi 
8 30 03.55 Mas 568 - 569 i 
5 aia Costanza- 14412 | Trasferimento effettuato con tap- 
pa intermedia a Sulina per ef- 
fettuare rifornimento. 
=f 31 10.55 Mas 570 " 5 
5 Ricerca antisom. zona a: La sicerca @ sata et 
= = za 
Sait <¢ Capo Sap 
Dez 
Agosto 1 14.00 Mas 573-568-  Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 2b3, — 
569 dosia 
> 2 19.30 Mas 573-568- Agguato protettivo largo Qhi2 ~~ Il Mas 573 avvista ed attacca nel 
569 Feodosia per passaggio Golfo di Feodosia una forma- 
motobettoline tedesche zione di 1 incr. ed 1 Ct intenta 
dirette Cherc a bombardare la costa. colpen- 
do lunita maggiore con un st 
luro. Successivamente 2 Mas 
568 attacca a sua volta le navi 
nemiche ed a breve distamzz 
lancia due siluri como Tunis 
maggiore che esplode ed affam- 
da. 
> 3 05.40 Mas 569 Ricerca relitti sul luogo 2hl2 Rinvenuti numerosi reli Gi ogni 
affondamento unita ne- specie che occupavano un w2- 
mica sto tratto di mare. 
> 3 00.04 Mas 570 Agguato protettivo largo 4hia —_ 
porto Yalta 
= 3 22.18 Mas 569-570 Agguato a sud di Capo Ili 6bl2 — 
(Feodosia) 
> 4 19.28 Mas 560-570 Agguato protettivo a sud Qh Alle ore 20.55 i Mas 569 avvista 
Golfo Feodosia e tra- 13512 nel punto a-mg 5 per 160° da 
sferimento a Yalta Capo Chic Altama un sommer- 


~ 
> 


LL 
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Segue. MISSIONI EFFETTUATE Dal Mas Dal 9 LUGLIO aL 30 SETTEMBRE 1942 


eee 











Data delluscita 
Unia 
re — parteci . Scopo della missione Durata Avvenimenti 
Agosio 08.00 Mas 568 - 570 - Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 2hi~2 
573 dosia 7 
> 14.30 | Mas 571 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 3h 
dosia 7 
19.00 Mas 5 74 - a 70 - Agguato a sud dello Stret- 7h 
573 - 568 to di Chere per prote- - 
zione convoglio moto- 
bettoline 
» 9 11.50 Mas 570 Trasferimento Feodosia- 2hip 
Yalta 7 
m me gs 
9 19.00 Mas 971 - 573 - Agguato a sud dello Stret- ohiy 
568 to di Chere per prote- 
zione convoglio moto- 
bettoline 
> 10 06.10 Mas 5 71 - 573 - | Trasferimento Feodosia - 3h 
568 Yalta 7 
> 5 | | 
> 12 22.00 | Mas 573 Vigilanza notturna fra Ca-__ 6hip | 
po Aitodor e Capo Sa- 
ric 
> 17 1250 | Mas 568 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 4hlp _— 
=> == = = STE — - 
az 
» 2» 18.15 Mas 569 - 568 - Azione dimostrativa con- 6}, I Mas giunti a poca distanza dalla 
573-571 tro la costa sud della pe- aah vesgene Hiatal Ss 


nisola di Taman proiettori e sottoposti ad inten- 








so fuoco di cannoni e mitraglie- 
re che contrabattono con la mi- 
tragliera da 20 di bordo. 
21 16.38 | Mas 569 - 568 -| Agguato sulle rotte Novo- 1241 | Il Mas 577 rientra poco dopo a 
570 - 573 -| rossisk-Tuapse 5h partenza per riscaldamento ad 
571 : 5h un cuscinetto reggispanes. I Mass 
568 e 569 si completano cai 
Mas 570 e 573 a sod & Gapo 
Kys Aul dirigendo poi verso Ne 
vorossisk. 

A 12 miglia sud Capo Utisch 3 568 
ed il 569 dirigono per nenmrare 
avendo il 569 urtato contro un 
trave semisommerso, producen- 
dosi sensibili avarie. 

> 22 11.25 Mas 596-571 _ Trasferimento Feodosia- | 6b — 
Yalta per lavori 
. 23-1630 | Mas 570 Agguato sulle rote Novo- 4h | Dopo essersi riforniti dal Mas 570, 
573 - 568 rossisk-Tuapse 14h il 568 ed il 573 si portano in ag- 
guato a sud di Gelendschik. 
Nessun avvistamento. 
> 2» 07.30 | Mas 572 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 2bip — 
dosia 
> ap 1655 Mas 569 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 2bi2 — 


an 


8L 


6L 
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Segue. Mission; EFFETTUATE Dal Mas 





DAL 9 LUGHIO a1 30 SETTEMBRE 1942. 












Trasferimento Sulina - Yal- 
ta 


















Agguato sulle rote Novo- gh Poco prima del tramonto i Mas 
369 - 573 rossisk-Tuapse 14h19 vengono mitragliati e spezzo- 
568 - 572 154 nati da una formazione dj aerei 
da caccia sovietici senza ripor- 
| + tare danni, 
> 31 10.05 Mas 571 Trasferimento Feodosia- 3h -- 
10.55 Mas 569 Yalta 
> 1 18.19 Mas 567-568 - Agguato a sud dello Stret- 1034 — 
572 - 573 to di Chere 
> 2 09.00 Mas 566 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 6h _ 
dosia 
| 
> : 09.30 Mas 572 Trasferimento Feodosia- | 2hiy -- 
Yalta | 
> 5 18.35 Mas 573 -567- Agguato lungo la costa tra | 10h Il Mas 568 silura ed affonda un p} 
566 - 568 la penisola di Taman e | 12h roscafo all'ancora sotto costa in 
Novorossisk 





Prossimita di Capo Utrisc. I Mas 
573 € 567 che hanno Prolunga- 
to la costa a nord di Anapa sono 












ausz 





Yaka 





° hi _ 
> 6 17.20 Mas 568 - 567- Agguato sulla roua Novo- "ai : 
571 - 573 rossisk-Tuapse shiz 
: h — 
7 09.35 Mas 571 - 573 Trasferimento Feodosia- 6 
‘ : Yalta 
; h = 
8 14.20 Mas 567-568 Trasferimento Feodosia- 2 
, ; Yalta 
7 ghia _ 
7 13.37 Mas 566 - 570 Ricerca Smg avvistato a 4nV2 
. i mgl. 1 a sud di Capo Sa- 
ric. 
>, h | — 
10 10.30 Mas 566 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 3 
11.55 Mas 570 dosia 7 . 
16 15.35 Mas 568 - 566- Agguato sulla rota Novo- gh Missione interrotta causa mare. 
; . S71 rossisk-Tuapse 
i: ibi 7 Il Mas lancia complessivamente 14 
> 21 12.30 Mas 572 Caccia sommergibile I 
to del sommergibile che aveva 
lanciato due siluri contro un PE 
roscafo in entrata nel porto di 
Yalta. 
5 h = 
21 20.35 Mas 568 Trasferimento Feodosia- 8 
r 7 — Yalta 
- h oe: 
22 1342 Mas 572 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 3 
¥ a si j = 


18 
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Segue. MISSION EFFETTUATE Dal Mas Dal 9 LUGLIO AL 30 SETTEmBRE 1942 


cH 


Den deBuscez 


Una 
= ‘Dis partecipanti Scopo della missione Durata 





Avvenimenti 





Seaembre 2. 567 
+ 19.30 Mas 56 Agguato protettivo davan- 10h1, 
Ga Gurzuf 7 
. Vad av, 567 i 
z 19.30 Mas 568 - 567 Ricerca unita nemiche ri- 4h, 
levate dalla stazione rg. 104 
di Capo Aitodor - Ag- 
guato a sud di Capo Sa- 
ric 
28 18.45 Mas 568 Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 10h 
dosia 














MISSION! EFFETTUATE DAI SOMMERGIBILI C.B. DAL 7 LUGLIO AL 21 SETTEMBRE 1942. 





Data delluscita 














Unita 
oe an Scopo della missione Durata Avvenimenti 
Mese Giormo Ora Pa Pe 
Luglio 7 14.00 Smg.C.B. 1-4 | Trasferimento Yalta-Co- | 2g 06 = 
stanza 
Agosto 15 12.15 Smg.C.B. 2-3-) Trasferimento Costanza- 2g 01" | Dopo un giorno e mezzo & maw 
6 Yalta gazione ostacolata dal mae i 
C.B., sono tutti i rientrati 2 Go- 
stanza con qualche avaria_ 
> 29 18.30 Smg.C.B. 1-6 | Trasferimento a Sulina per 19h _ 
operazioni contro som- 
mergibili nemici 
> 31 13.15 Smg. C.B. 7 Protezione antisom. a con- 1g 21 = 
12.30 Smg. C.B. 6 vogli alleati diretti ver- 2g 
so levante 
Sesiembre 4 14.00 Smg.C.B. 1-6 | Trasferimento Sulina-Co- 19h _ 
stanza 
> 13 13.00 | Smg. C.B. 2-3 Trasferimento Costanza- 1g 02h _ | 
Burgas 
> 16 18.00 Smg.C.B. 2-3 | Ricerca ecaccia sommergi- 2g 11" _ 
bili sovietici lugno rotte 
di sicurezza, esplorazio- 
ne paraggi Bosforo E= 
> 21 0830 Smg.CB.2-3 | Trasferiemtneo Burgas- 1g 075 — 
Costanza 
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MISSIONI EFFETTUATE DAI MEZzZI SPECIALI DAL 6 LUGLIO AL 9 SETTEMBRE 1942. 


Data deff uscita 





Mese Giomo 


Ora 


Unira 
Partecipanti 


Scopo della missione 





—— 


Avvenimenti 





Luglio 


> 20 
= 21 
Sesembre 6 
> 9 


17.30 


18.30 


18.45 


11.20 


18.45 


MT.S.M. 210 


M.T.S.M. 208 - 
204 - 210 - 
206 


| 


M.T.S.M. 216 - | Vigilanza antisom. al largo 


208 - 210 - 


M.T.S.M. 208 - Vigilanza antisom. al lar- 


216 


igi i . allargo 
TS.M. 208- | Vigilanza antisom > 
° are della costa fra Capo Ili 
e Capo Meganom 
| Vigilanzz i e ricer- 
. 210- Vigilanza antisom. 
— 216 ca a rastrello a 10 mg 
dalla congiungente 
Iwan Baba-Capo Mega- 
nom 
M.T.S.M. 216 - Trasferimento Yalta-Feo- 
210 - 204 dosia 
i ibile so- 
. 206 - Ricerca sommergil 
its 208 vietico avvistato fra Ca- 


Caccia ad una imbarcazio- 
ne carica di militari rus- 
si 


Cooperazione con truppe 
germaniche e Mas alla 
cattura di militari sovie- 
tici assediati nel forte 
*M. Gorki» (Capo Cher- 
soneso) 


della costa fra Capo Ili 


e Capo Iwan Baba 


go della costa fra Capo 
Ili e Capo Meganom 





Geliz costa fra Copo 
Iwan Baba e Capo Me- 
ganom 


po Aitodor e Capo Aia 








14h, 





1h 


wih 


10" 


19 


Il motoscafo silurante ha insegui- 
to l'imbarcazione ed ha cattura- 
to 12 militari russi che tentava- 
no di prendere il largo. 


1 motoscafi siluranti hanno incro- 
ciato dallalba, al tramonto nel- 
la zona di mare a sud di Capo 
Chersoneso cooperando alla 
completa cattura di nuclei di mi- 
litari russi che ancora Oppone- 
vano resistenza dentro i sotter- 
ranei del forte «Gorki-. 





‘ 
ume ben 
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CHAPTER IIL. 


FROM OCTOBER 1942 TO JANUARY 1943 
(See Map no. 6) 


1. -EVOLUTION OF THE SITUATION AFTER THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE DON. 


The period of activity of [TV Flotilla, that we deal with in this chapter, corresponds 
chronologically prior to a two-month period of relative stagnation and then to the great 
Soviet offensive of December 1942-January 1943. 

In the months of October and November 1942 continued the intense Soviet aviation 
activities; but on the land front of the Don (Army Group B) the actions by both sides were 
limited to episodes of big patrols and coups. 

The Soviet counteroffensive then was followed by the famous retreat which, with its 
tragic events constituted the third decisive event for the fate of the Axis Powers, after the 
battle of E] Alamein and the landing of the Anglo-Americans in West Africa. 

That the work of the Flotilla IV can be conveniently followed keeping in mind the 
simultaneous development of the war situation that was largely influenced, it is useful to give 
a general picture of the situation which was roughly the same during the two months of 
October-November 1942, and which developed later; and we report the description from the 
Ufficio Storico dell'Esercito - Le operazioni del C.S.LR. e dell'ARMIR. (See map n. 5). 

"The German Command had not made excessive illusions about the possibility of 
finally beating the opponent in the summer-autumn 1942operating cycle, he had planned, in 
the course of it, the achievement of a territorial objective which should 
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necessarily lead to the collapse of the Russians. Of the three most important nerve centers of 
enemy resistance, Moscow, Leningrad, the Caucasus, the first, Moscow, was no longer 
included among the objectives of the offensive.” 

"It's on the Caucasus that instead pinning his eyes of politicians and military of the 
Reich. The loss of that region - which required the completion of the occupation of the 
Ukraine and the attainment of the low Volga - would was a blow to the Russians, and 
because it strongly impacted on their availability of fuel, and because it would put end their 
penetration to the Persian Gulf, while the conquest of the region and the ability to organize 
for future operations in the Middle East would have constituted a serious threat to a vital axis 
of the British Empire.” 

"The capture of Leningrad was also provided for; but it was intended as a major 
correction in the northern sector which would have been matched, in the central sector, the 
elimination of the extensive salient of Veliki Luki and Sukinich; and then stop on the line 
Leningrado- Novon ej-river Don- Stalingrad- Astrakhan.” 

"More specifically, in the southern sector of the front, the German Command 
intended to break into two parts the Soviet army; to seize the oil fields of Maicop and 
Grozny; intercept terrestrial communications between Russia and the important oil center of 
Baku; to prevent the enemy from the main route of communication of the Volga; to 
undermine the transport of Anglo-US supplies to Russia through the Middle East, forcing 
them to move the path to the Caspian; to eliminate the Soviet fleet and purchase the freedom 
of traffic on the Black Sea; to influence the attitude of Turkey; to cross, if favorable, the 
Caucasian chain, to threaten to close the Anglo-American position in the Middle East.” 

"The occupation of the Donets Basin and the oil region of Maicop and the 
achievement of the northern slopes of the Caucasus were made with such extraordinary 
rapidity that the German Command was found in mid-August, in advance of about 
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CARTINA N2 5 
SITUAZIONE SUL FRONTE RUSSO 
PRIMA E DOPO LOFFENSIVA DELL’ INVERNO 1942-43 
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three weeks on the calculated times. 

“Following the resistance it is plain enough, however, much greater than that 
provided for; this considerably delayed the operations in the southern sector and prevented 
him from implementing, in the northern and central areas, budgeted operations.” 

"Even Stalingrad absorbed time and means much more then was in the plans, so as to 
put in crisis the supplies of other Armies. And the Caucasus defenses manifested more 
efficient than it seemed; the Soviets not only fought with tenacity in the Western Caucasus 
passage, but also organized the Terek line, effectively fighting the German advance toward 
the oil field of Grozny.” 

"The military events confirmed that, even before it closed the summer-autumn 1942 
offensive, as the Germans could not hope for the opponent's total annihilation.” 

"The successes, achieved in Ukraine and their impact on the German economy in 
general and on the food situation in particular, had, however, helped to alleviate the harsh 
restrictions that were imposed in the first winter. Appeared, therefore, acceptable now a 
military situation, stabilizing the battlefield away from the borders of Germany, allowing it to 
feed themselves with the products of the occupied countries and food and increase their 
industries with raw materials and labor of conquered Europe. The doctrine of Blitzkrieg was 
being replaced in the mind of some of the leaders of the Third Reich that of perpetual war (!), 
Waiting for some imponderable that favorably resolved the conflict or, at least, it did result in 
a acceptable compromise.” 

"In this situation, the Germans set out to exploit the glimpse of the favorable season 
to the conduct of operations by them to complete the conquest of Stalingrad; occupy 
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oil basin of Grozny, gain ground in the Eastern Caucasus, and drive along the coast of the 
Black Sea where the G.S. judged to be able to operate even during most of the winter.” 

"The reality was quite different. The opponent, the German Command believed 
unable, for losses incurred in the summer, winter actions to implement in style, instead 
launched, by surprise, the sensational offensive that began south of the ARMIR sector, then 
gradually it extended to almost all of the vast eastern war theater. Between November 20 
1942 and by early February 1943, the Russians broke it later and forced the 6 Allied Armies 
into a pocket: German 4th Armored, the Germanic 6th, Romanian 3rd, Italian 8th, Hungarian 
2nd and German 2nd.” 

"So, about a month after the first cannon shot of the second battle of E] Alamein (the 
Americans have already landed in Algeria and Tunisia), fifteen days from the beginning of 
that pursuit that the English called "The flight out of Egypt" the Germans were about 2000 
km further north, to follow in the tracks on which the dreamed "drang nach 6sten" diverted, 
revived and exasperated by the Nazi militarism, had helped to drive them; dream of a too 
large space to be viable." 


2 - OPERATING FEATURES IN RELATION TO THE WAR. 


The Mas at the end of November 1942 were now the only boats of the IV Flotilla left 
to use in Black Sea operations, of which we will talk about in this chapter and the next. 

Little is to tell of the C.B . submarines in the months of October and November they 
carried some protective ambushes off the coast between Yalta and Sevastopol, without 
making any sightings; but their use in bad weather still proved once so poor performance 
leading it to pass them onto disarmament for the duration of the winter season; and so 
November 22, 1942 the five boats departed in convoy with the Germanic motor lighters, to 
Constance, where they arrived on December 3. 
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Unfortunately, much less is to tell of the special means, who were condemned to 
complete inactivity throughout the winter, due to the fact that the situation which appeared in 
late September advised the German High Command, denying the transfer of our units into 
the Caspian Ocean, and precisely in view of that Supermarina the transfer it had ordered that 
special means to remain in the Black Sea, and had not accepted the proposal, made by the 
group command, to call them back in the Mediterranean, in view of the situation created after 
the fall of Sevastopol, Recall that, as we have said previously, the Russian fleet had moved 
far to the south, that is, to Batum and Poti; and the distances from Feodosia to Novorossisk, 
and from Novorossisk, when it was occupied, to Tuapse, were to limit the autonomy of 
assault boats or even more, to not allow therefore to effectively use those units, the 
commander of the group ( Lieutenant Commander Todaro) concluded his proposal: 

"It follows that the most logical decision is to immediately withdraw the truck convoy 
from the Black Sea for use with most advantage in the Mediterranean, also in this case 
remain intact the prestige gained by the Sevastopol blockade and you do not encounter in 
unfavorable situations predictable compared to the imminent arrival of German submarines 
of 250 tons in the Black Sea.” 

"Right now the recuperation of staff already trained for war and long tested material 
would solve part of the known difficulties the X Flotmas (1) struggled with when the projects 
have to go into action.” 

This proposal was made in July 1942 and the events of the following months, during 
which special means had very little to do, justify it fully. 

However, on October 9, 1942, the Command of the IV Flotilla was ordered to 
suspend the transfer of Mas to the Caspian Sea 





(1) "Decima Mas flotilla" was the (conventional) name of the Unit of the Navy 
assault craft, 
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and to arrange only to that of the special means; but soon after also these transfers were 
suspended. 

The Germanic Southern Group Command had considered it appropriate to await the 
development of the situation and do not remove units from the Black Sea, whereas the 
possibility of conquering Batum and Poti by winter appeared extremely difficult. 

On the Terek River, which scorces around the center of the Caucasus and the mouth 
in the Caspian Sea about 50 miles north of Macach Kala, the German and Romanian forces 
of the Army Group A (v. map no. 5) were going on the offensive that Marshal Messe, in his 
book "La guerra al fronte russo”, calls "an immense arc deployment which involved a huge 
disorganization of forces": therefore it was necessary to wait for such an offensive would 
give its fruits. It was also the fatal abandon of plans for an expedition which presented full of 
attractions, given the substantial size of this enemy shipping in the sea, and that according to 
information obtained from prisoners included 5 large gunboats, 10 small submarines, many 
oil tankers, steamers, coastal ships. This, when it was already done an inspection by one of 
our officers; He had already been studied and organized the route for the transport of units 
from Mariupol (Azov Sea) to Machak Kala, where it should have been implanted the base; 
and it had also been already made, from late September to 6 October, the transfer of Mas 
566; 568, 570, 572 and special means in Mariupol, where on October 9 had also come from 
Italy, the railroad train with materials, tractors and special trailers for the transport of up to 
Machak Kala. 

In mid-November, in view of the imminent danger that the four Mas who were in 
Mariupol will remain blocked by ice throughout the winter, the Commander Mimbelli had 
them back in the bases of the Crimea; instead he left to winter in Mariupol special craft for 
which, during a winter season in weather conditions characteristic of that area, it was not to 
think of possible useful employment. 

The Command of the IV Flotilla remained so to operate with just the Mas. 
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When following the suspension of the transfer into the Caspian Sea the squadron 
which was in Mariupol was recalled to the Crimea, the Mas were divided keeping six at 
Yalta and two, with smaller crews, in Sevastopol. (The above two bases were the only ones 
that offered, at that period of time, possibility of accommodation for the crews). 

The Mas found themselves certainly not in the Crimean war climate of the time of the 
siege of Sebastopol; and their activities which, as we shall see, was busy despite the cold 
season, was directed almost entirely to the tasks of defense of the southern coast of Crimea 
that appeared particularly threatened by enemy landings in that, having the German and the 
Russian counter-offensive prompted the employment in the face of all available forces, the 
Crimea had been almost entirely undefended by troops and artillery. 


"The opinion of the local military authorities - reported Commander Mimbelli - 
supported by numerous factors provided by the information service - was that the Russians 
were making another attempt landing operations already carried out so successfully the 
previous winter, and who reported the recapture, albeit temporary, of Feodosia and the whole 
of Cherc peninsula. And it seemed all the more likely because, after the conquest of 
Sevastopol and on the Taman peninsula, the Crimea had been almost completely unguarded 
by troops; its airfields empty; just its shores protected; Missing almost all the anti-aircraft 
defense; still feared the partisans who lurked among the mountains; everything seems. is 
short, that invite the Bolsheviks in attempting the reconquest. 

"In the light of subsequent events it can assess what terrible consequences would the 
loss of the Crimea or only of eastern; the presence of Russians in Cherc would mean -given 
that Rostov was in their hands -the fall of the Cuban beachhead and the annihilation of all the 
German and Romanian Armies in the Caucasus, which could instead be mostly evacuated 
through Cherc Strait and start to sent to the rear to regroup and to complete of weapons." 
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It is not inconceivable that the Russians have given up on land in the Crimea also for 
fear of the damage that our Mas and the German torpedo boats would have inflicted on laurel 
vessels, merchant and warships, which had already suffered considerable losses without the 
lost ships being able to be replaced in fact the two major shipyards of the Black Sea, 
Nikolajev and Sevastopol, were in the hands of the allies, and technical equipment of the 
Caucasus harbors barely allowed to carry out repairs. 

It should not be underestimated the work of our units in the winter of 1942-43, 
although unfortunately missed them the opportunity to meet with enemy forces. " 


3. -EMPLOYMENT OF THE MAS IN THE FOUR MONTHS OCTONER 1942 - 
JANUARY 1943. 


In the months of October, November, December 1942 and January 1943, the Mas 
sortied frequently from Yalta, on both alarm after spotting, which then was almost always 
false, for enemy ships by Coastal lookout posts, and when the presence of enemy naval units 
in the central basin and in the western Black Sea was made for the possibility that they might 
try some operation against the southern coast of Crimea. 

Precautionary sorties were made by Mas also in special occasions that the enemy 
could — celebrate - with some sleight of hand, both during the communist parties, for 
propaganda reasons, and on the occasion of religious festivals that with their celebrations 
sometimes behaved a slowdown in the security services, as happened at Christmas 1941, 
when the Russians were able to land in Feodosia almost undisturbed. 

During the four months we are talking about, the Mas never went very far from the 
coast, limiting themselves to scour the area in which it was reported the presence of enemy 
ships, or to remain in ambush a few miles away from the moorings 
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and the location where it was more likely that the Russians were carrying out bombing acts 
or attempts of landing. But as the sector of the coast entrusted the supervision of our Mas was 
very wide (from Sevastopol to Feodosia), the sorties often behaved quite long voyages, 
carried out sometimes in very adverse weather conditions which assured the strength of the 
hulls and crews. 

The enemy naval action against the coast of the Crimea were infrequent and of very 
limited importance; altogether there were three or four bombings carried out by destroyers or 
submarines and a landing in the area between Yalta and Sevastopol done by a small group of 
partisans. 

One of the above bombardments was made on the evening of 2 
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Mas on the slipway in Gurzuf (Yalta). 
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October 1942 against Yalta by two destroyers, which were spotted by air reconnaissance in 
the afternoon near the Turkish coast. Their route was towards Sudak, locations on the coast 
of the Crimea in Feodosia, where that day were four Mas, and at Yalta, where there were 
two. 

Uncertainty of the enemy objective the commander of Flotilla brought out the Mas at 
sunset with the order to remain in ambush in the area in front of the respective ports. 

The two Mas who were in Yalta could, however, because of lack of fuel, leave only 
one, the 567, who then let himself go with the flow and wind a lot to the south; so that when 
at about 22:30 the Russian destroyer opened fire on Yalta, distance between 7 and 8000 
meters, no boat of the flotilla was in a position to go on the attack: the Mas 567 realized in 
full force as soon as she saw the blaze of the salvo, but he arrived in the area when the 
bombing was finished and the destroyers had vanished, 

This was the only time that with a little more luck we could have achieved a success; 
all other times the Flotilla Command had no inkling that the enemy was preparing something. 
The Mas went out immediately on alarm when enemy action had already begun, but without 
ever being able to spot the opposing ships. It was still - as we have already said -to very small 
forces and the actions they carry out did no ensue that modest results. 

To be always ready to finial duties assigned to the Flotilla, the Mas did not carry out, 
in the period October 1942-January 1943, offensive operations. Those practices had not, 
moreover, offered series of successful prospects as the only way, enemy traffic was within 
the range of our boats, that is, the coastal route Tuapse-Ghelengic, was used by Russians only 
by day and with very few ships. 

Occasionally light forces: Russian raids performed to the mouth of the Danube; but 
Commander Mimbelli never let himself be seduced by the mirage to intercept on the path of 
return, because 
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very uncertain would be the encounter in such an extended arm of the sea (the Black Sea, its 
narrowest point, that is, between Yalta and Sinope, its width is nearly 150 miles), and then it 
would have been very problematic, when you get with a Mas close to the Turkish coast, to 
return to base, since winter are predominant northerly winds that always blow with 
considerable violence. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


THE LAST PERIOD OF ACTIVITY OF THE MAS 


AND SUBMARINES 
(See map n. 6) 


1. - SUPERMARINA ORDERS THE WITHDRAW OF THE BLACK SEA FORCES. 

The situation following the Anglo-Americans landing in West Africa (November 8, 
1942) put the Italian Navy in the need to overcome a number of new requirements, in 
Tunisia, in Corsica, France; requirements that greatly increased the need for staff, officers 
and crews of what led him to investigate if it was possible withdraw, reducing or even 
canceling some service. 

In this regard the attention has also been paid to the Black Sea Flotilla is something 
that is not surprising, if we compare the situation, what was at the time it was decided to send 
those units and its development until the capture of Sevastopol, with that of 1942: the 
Russian fleet, the main objective of our smaller units, away from their bases and little 
movement; the suspension of shipping in the Caspian Sea; the forced inactivity of the C.B. 
submarines, and special means; Mas and finally doubled in number but reduced to tasks of 
close defense that were not the main purpose for which they had been sent into that sea. 

A return of “the tempo of the siege of Sevastopol” appeared increasingly unlikely. 
Finally the Russian counter-offensive on the Don brought as a result the German offensive on 
the Terek and the arrest of any advanced on the broad front of the southern army group 
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(See paragraph | of Chapter III and map n. 5). 

These are the circumstances which Supermarina reached the decision to, the 
implementation of which, after the approval of Mussolini, began with the following letter 
dated January 3, 1943 (No. 230) Admiral Bertoldi, liaison officer to the Command-in-Chief 
of the German Navy: 


"The tasks that the Italian Navy has to perform in Mediterranean are rapidly increased 
after the occupation of Tunisia, Corsica, Provence and the need to arm the former French 
destroyers and torpedo boats recovered in good condition.” 

"The Italian Navy is an imperative need to review its commitments to address the 
deficiency of staff and especially the officers in which it comes across.” 

"Communicate to the Command-in-Chief of the German Navy pertaining to the 
orders from the Duce, will soon be withdraw our forces in Finland and in the Black Sea.” 

"For the XII Squadron Mas, currently at Reval, it will probably taken the decision to 
sell the four vessels to the Finnish Navy; who has requested it.” 

"For units in the Black Sea “ 

a) the five C.B. submarines could be transferred to the Romanian Navy, which would 
have inclined to favor them; 

b) the eight Mas would be very useful right away in the Western Mediterranean for 
the defense of Corsica and the Provencal coast; moreover, since under the current conditions 
of the roads the transfer would not be possible, ask the Commander in Chief of the German 
Navy if he would be willing to arm them with their own staff or whether it is appropriate to 
pass them to the Romanian Navy; 

c) the minor means with mechanized column should return to Italy immediately, 
especially since they are in poor condition as a result of extension period of inactivity. 

"Take this to the Commander in Chief of the German Navy that the Italian Navy is 
seen with much regret forced to resign 
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to activities in which our officers and sailors were especially happy to fight in close union 
alongside Germanic comrades.” 

"But the Mediterranean area, and particularly the Sicily Canal zone, require at this 
time, and still more will be required in the coming months, to focus all our capabilities of 
means and men.” 

"Ask therefore the Command-in-Chief of the German Navy to want to make with 
gracious urgently the provisions of his competence.” 


It so happened that this letter is "intersected" with a German request to send other 
Mas: this fact explains how best to uphold the German Navy with regret the Italian 
communication, the reasons which showed nevertheless fully realizing. 


Supermarina however assured that no effort was made for the withdrawal of Italian 
crews until the German Navy had declared that it was ready to replace them, and that until 
then the eight Mas would continue their activities without any slowdown, as indeed happened 
and as we shall see in the following paragraphs. 

The German Navy also had to know that it was not recommended the passage of 
submarines to the Romanian Navy and declared itself also willing to receive those units (1). 

It was then agreed that the chosen Germanic personnel to train as the crews of the 
Mas collected from the Italian Navy would follow a period of training in Pola at our school 
in two shifts of 22 days of training per Mas crews, each (15 days in Pola and 7 in Milan at the 
premises of the "Isolde Frdschini"). 





(1) Another German proposal had been to arm the Mas, given them, with Croatian crews; but the 
Italian Navy flatly refused 
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Everything happened according to the agreed program. The German commanders and 
crews devoted to exercises with the utmost commitment and on April 20 the second training 
round was finished. 


2. - RUSSIAN LANDING SOUTH OF NUVUROSSISK AND MOVE THE FOTTIGLLA 
TO FEODOSIA. (3-4 FEBRUARY 1943). 


From the information that we received the command of the Flotilla, the source of 
which was mainly represented by the prisoners, they were considered to be less and less 
likely, from mid-January onwards, the Russian landings in the Crimea, but instead increased 
the threat of an enemy landing on the Caucasian coast between Taman and Novorossiysk; 
landing of easier execution, since the Russians possessed the port of Ghelengic, about 20 
miles south-east of Novorussisk. 

To prepare for such an event Commander Mimbelli, in agreement with the German 
authorities, he made tidy accommodations and moorings in Feodosia, more advanced starting 
point that could be used, since the ports of the Strait of Cherc were impassable for all the 
duration of winter because of ice, and Anapa could only be used for short stops being fully 
open to the winds from the fourth quadrant and in the absence of any equipment. 

Even before the preparations of Feodosia were in order, the enemy, in the night 3 to 4 
February, after making diversionary actions at Anapa and Cape Geliesni (not far from the 
Strait of Cherc) performed one to the south landing of Novorossisk, in near Cape Mascach, in 
order to then attempt the recapture of Novorossisk pressing much to the south as from the 
southeast. 

The landings attended a small transport ship, 6 submarine chasers and 3 barges of 500 
tons. carrying about 300 men each, which were hauled up on the point of landing. 
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To protect the convoy were two 1000 ton gunboats, and off the coast a light cruiser 
and a squadron of destroyers. 

The Russians managed to land and to silence the few German coastal batteries, which 
although had reacted violently inflicting significant losses to the Russians. 

Because of bad weather that raged neither our Mas nor the German S-boote were able 
to get out from the ports to counter the landing. 

In the days after the head of an enemy landing was gradually consolidated thanks to 
the facts reinforcements brought in from Ghelengic, that is from the point of landing about 13 
miles, and in turn fueled by Taupse. 

Now that the enemy plans were clearly outlined and to start as soon as the operations 
on the Caucasian coast, Commander Mimbelli decided to hasten the transfer of the four Mas 
to Feodosia from Yalta, which was completed on February 6 along with the command of the 
Flotilla . 


3. - RETURN OF THE SPECIAL MEANS. 


At the moment (January 1943) Supermarina decided to repatriate the Moccagatta 
convoy, this was, as we already know, to spend the winter in Mariupol. 

The return journey was not, at least in the first part, similar to the one-way: it was still 
going Soviet counteroffensive and therefore the deficient availability of German railway 
equipment and the enemy threat led the command of IV Flotilla to avoid railway transport in 
Russian territory outside the Crimea and instead maintain it up to Sevastopol, where the 
convoy would be embarked on a Romanian ship that would take them to Constance; then 
continue by rail on the route Bucharest-Budapest-Vienna-Vippacco. 

But even this program could not be implemented in full. 
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As the German authorities had promptly made available to the convoy the necessary 
wagons, the strategic situation that was becoming increasingly critical created continuing 
serious difficulties to the routing of the convoy. By a reference to another that had arrived on 
February 10. 

At this point the command of the Flotilla IV realized that further delay in departure 
from Mariupol could have compromised the unit and that only a timely and resolute decision 
to address the transfer by road would allow him to move it back safely; then he ordered the 
convoy commander (Romanian lieutenant) (2) that the wagons be unloaded and the convoy 
to arrive via the Melitopoli road. 

The transfer lasted nine days, 12 to 21 February; it had to be carried out in two stages, 
due to the deficiency of drivers (some of the staff was on leave); and can be considered a real 
road odyssey. It was a bitter struggle with the inclemency of the season, the thaw, mud, 
traffic congestion on the rail vehicles and on tracks (3), which made it more predictable and 
more frequent serious failures of many kinds, and put a strain testing the material, vehicles 
and men. 

Against the most bitter difficulties, fatigue and the orgasm, the staff, 





(2) The report of the Romanian lieutenant: 

"On days with temperature below zero the streets presented lakes and deep ruts, tracked by the passage 
of thousands of vehicles of all kinds retired from the Caucasus In addition the presence of innumerable 
obstacles of abandoned truck, dead horses, big lumps of mud frozen etc, made the roads completely impassable, 
to the point that you normally had to follow the side slopes, also shaken by the continuous season of passage of 
motorized units retreating. 

"During the days of thaw, which were more frequent in the transfer window, through non of us could 
move, except for the SPA 37 and tractors without trailers." 

(3) Even in 1439, during the transport of the Venetian galleys in Note on page 7 was necessary to 
break down the edges of some houses of the village of Nago. The owners who do not greeted with hostility the 
measure and were promptly compensated. The South Tyrol owner was compensated promptly and thoroughly, 
but welcomed the measure totally differently! 
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determined to save the material entrusted to him, he showed discipline, deep sense of duty 
and technical expertise, overcoming with enthusiasm that this was the most critical phase of 
the transfer. 

At Melitopoli the Germanic Command promptly granted the railroad train and to the 
convoy the journey continued with the following route-zone: 


February 24 to 25: Transfer by rail from Melitopoli to Sevastopol; 

February 26 - March 5 unloading of materials and vehicles from cars, transportation 
to the boarding dock, loading on the Romanian steamship Ardeal; all operations carried out 
exclusively by the convoy staff, without rest interval from the torment of the previous 
transfer; 

March 5 to 6: navigation from Sevastopol to Constanta; 

March 6 to 9: landfill from the steamer and loading on railway train; 


March 9 to 16: trip from Constanta to Udine, via Budarest-Budapest- Vienna. 


In Udine the convoy personnel were detained for quarantine practices; the convoy 
was taken over by other personnel sent from La Spezia for the continuation until that base. 


4. - OPERATIONS IN THE MONTHS OF FEBRUARY AND MARCH 1943. 


February 7, namely the day after arriving in Feodosia, three Mas went out to make an 
ambush near Cape Utric - south-east of Anapa -when it is proposed that the enemy was trying 
to make new northernmost landings. The mission was hampered by severe weather 
conditions, rough seas, fog 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 106 


and intense cold that the crews underwent to a very remarkable physical torment after a few 
hours of navigation all the superstructures of Mas, the torpedo, the machine gun, etc., were 
covered with a thick crust of ice. Given that in those conditions would have been absolutely 
impossible to use the weapons on board and that the weather was constantly getting worse, 
about midnight Commander Mimhelli decided to return to base. 


On the afternoon of February 14 two Mas came from Feodosia to move the ambush 
into the area of Cape Utric After about two hours of navigation changed direction to return, 
since the sea conditions, already shaken at the start, were deteriorating. 

Around 22.00, having reached about 10 miles east of Feodosia, from Mas 569 was 
spotted at the traverse left at about 1500 meters a surfaced submarine. 

Although the Admiral of the Black Sea had strictly forbidden to attack submarines in 
the whole area, due to the presence of a German submarine, Commander Mimbelli, who was 
on Mas 569, ordered his commander to go equally to the attack, having, after a moment of 
uncertainty, definitely recognized as the spotted boat as enemy; he had in fact a distinct 
submarine displacement of about 800 tons. with very elongated tower, absolutely 
unmistakable with one of those submarines sent by the German Navy to the Black Sea and 
had a displacement of 300 tons. and a very characteristic cylindrical tower. 

The maneuver, however hampered by bad sea conditions which negatively affected 
on the handling of the Mas, was performed correctly and the Mas 569, reached about 500 
meters away from the submarine, launched both torpedoes; precisely the same moment the 
submarine, which until then had remained almost stationary, made a sharp turn towards the 
Mas. 

Neither of the two torpedoes hit him. Their wakes were unseen and it can not 
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be excluded that because of the very low temperature the two arms have not started up and 
have sunk immediately. 

As soon as we notice the failure of the launch, the Mas immediately headed counter 
to the submarine to deflate by a few yards away, in order to damage it with depth charges and 
the machine gun and so prevent it from diving. The depth charges exploded regular, but the 
submarine gave no signs of having been damaged because a few moments later it dived 
under the surface without leaving any traces of naphtha or wreckage. 

The machine gun fire was ineffective because the weapon jamming after a few shots. 

The Mas 570, which followed rearwards to the 569, it also saw the submarine; but in 
the supposition that it could be a Germanic boat did not launch, especially since there had 
been no hostile action by the submersible against the Mas. 


On the afternoon of February 26, the four Mas went out to take ambush on the route 
between Ghelengic and Tuapse, while the German S-boote were going to make a barrage of 
mines in the vicinity of Cape Mascach to mine the route of units to supply the enemy 
beachhead, the Mas reached the area in spite of the unfavorable weather conditions; divided 
into two sections, remained in ambush all night and one of the sections sighted three small 
boats that they did not attack because none of them - reported Commander Mimbelli - worth 
a torpedo. 

The German S-boote returned to the base because of the sea, being made precarious 
unstable by the arrangement of the mines on deck; however, they were more fortunate in 
repeating the operation on the following day, being able to sink three small steamers and a 
small warship, probably a torpedo boat or lookout. 


On the morning of 28 February, the German Command, in giving the news of the 
action took place, asked the command of the IV Flotilla if 
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in the evening he wanted to send our Mas in the same area. As their task was made somewhat 
difficult by the presence of a barrage of mines anchored by the Germans at a meter in depth 
and was logical to expect that the Russians, taught by the lesson received, they would take all 
the appropriate measures, Commander Mimbelli immediately agreed to the request and in the 
evening he went out with the four Mas heading to Cape Mascach. 

Shortly after sunset, when they were about 15 miles south of Anapa, the Mas 
encountered in the watch chain that the enemy had prepared, and met 6 Russian motor 
torpedo boats, four ahead and two behind. But these six boats, disoriented by the changes that 
our Mas performed in quick succession despite the very dark night, soon lost contact with 
neither side opening fire. 

Commander Mimbelli, of course, did not think to take the initiative, since the mission 
of our Mas was to attack the traffic and not the supervisory units, especially those of modest 
tonnage that did not have enough depth to be torpedoed. 


During the return navigating one of the sections it was repeatedly attacked by a large 
flying boat, without being damaged. 

On March 12, although the moon was already in the first quarter, the four Mas 
returned to Cape Mascach, trying to avoid, with an extensive tour to south, the enemy's watch 
chain. But the Russians, who held at Ghelengic a large number of torpedo boats, MTB, patrol 
boats, etc., Had placed a double supervisory line: an outer, not sighted our Mas, and a close, 
at 2 or 3 miles from the beachhead, whose units sighted and moved to attack. 

They were followed by two brief fights, at intervals of about fifteen minutes two 
enemy lookouts were repeatedly hit and silenced by very well adjusted shooting of Mas 568 
and 570, and bad Russians shooting. 
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MAS 570 also launched a torpedo against one of the enemy ships, believing that it 
was a submarine of small tonnage, no strike; it was most likely a motor torpedo boat. 

After it moves away somewhat from the coast to await the setting of the moon, at 
23:30 one of the two sections back toward Cape Mascach; but it was not sighted anything 
more than a lookout which made a long circle around the Mas which not harass them. To 
make sure from the Mas there were no enemy ships of any importance Commander 
Mimbelli, who was leading the section, he decided to travel along the shore a short distance 
of the enemy beachhead, for about 3 or 4 miles, between Cape Mascach and Cape Sudgiuch. 
The survey was carried out using the main engines, whose noise reverberated against the 
high coast; along the slopes of the hills overhanging several exploratory rockets were lit, but 
nowhere was weapons fire, probably the Russians believed the Mas were two of them. After 
making sure that there was nothing really to torpedo Commander Mimbelli brought the 
section back to base. 


Other missions with a similar defensive purposes were carried out on 18 and 30 
March 1943. In the second of these a section was made target of fire from the land of 
batteries of small arms and heavy artillery; in the other, one section of Mas ran into a large 
drifting beam that severed a propeller shaft and produced a breach in the hull. 

The Mas however was able to carry on by their own means, for another 120 miles, the 
return navigation. 


5. - ACTIVITY IN THE MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY 1943. 
From the report of Commander Mimbelli: 


"In the first few days of April the Admiral of the Black Sea came to visit me in 
Feodosia and exposed me to the details of an operation 
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which he proposed the re-conquest of the enemy beachhead south of Novorossisk, to which 
the Italian-German naval forces were to bring an important contribution.” 

"To our Mas it was reserved the task of mining the route between Tuapse and 
Ghelengic, as well as to carry out a demonstration south-east of Ghelengic to simulate 
landing operations and to prevent the enemy traffic from taking enough of the quite 
considerable forces engaged in the defense coast to send the fighting front.” 

"The patrol boats and the German motor torpedo boats that in addition to the 20 mm 
gun even have a cannon, and they are - especially the first - much less vulnerable than the 
Mas, were intended rather to counter the small enemy ships and traffic between Ghelengic 
Cape Mascach and damage the piers built by the Russians on the bank of the beachhead.” 

"Date set for the commencement, April 6; probable duration of two days, as the 
German High Command believed, according to the prisoners’ information, which the 
Russians had on the beachhead only 6000 men, short of arms and food, and that they would 
be overwhelmed with relative ease.” 

"Because of the very bad weather and perhaps also for considerations of a strategic 
nature, the operation was postponed from day to day until the 17". It is so unfortunately 
happened that the period of the new moon has passed and that the operation was performed 
in the days of full moon or nearly coincided with the period less favorable to the use of 
insidious vessels.” 

"At the dawn of the 17", the operation was started with the attack by an Army Corps 
and with the use of large masses at high altitude bombers and Stukas.” 

The same day, seven Mas and the MTB boats and the German patrol boats have 
moved to Anapa, which is about 40 miles from Novorossisk and where the German 
authorities had prepared stocks of fuel and moorings for the ships in order to keep them - for 
short -the duration of the operations as close as possible to the area of use. 
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"As soon as I completed the refueling I left with the first two Mas to take me on the 
route Ghelengic - Tuapse south-east of Cape Idocopas, where I intended to arrive an hour 
after the end of dusk and staying there until one hour before the Sunrise. The other five Mas, 
who lost time due to difficulties in obtaining supplies, departed from Anapa a little later and 
are led between Ghelengic and Cape Idocopas, in front of the location where it was 
determined that was to perform demonstrative action. 

"At 01:30 the five Mas - divided into two groups, one of three units and the other 2 - 
have begun the planned action, which was to launch rockets, carry light signals and firing at 
the ground with his machine gun, aim to attract as much as possible the enemy's attention and 
make him believe that with troop convoys were heading towards the mouths of the two rivers 
Mesib and Chopizaj that lend themselves quite well to landing operations. To avoid 
unpleasant surprises, since I did not know the extent of the enemy's defensive preparations, I 
had prescribed that the action was begun to no less than 4 or 5 kilometers from the coast and 
that the two groups will then gradually approached the land up to so that the coastal defense 
did not take effect or enemy ships intervening. 

"The two groups of Mas, driven with high aggressive spirit from squadron leaders 
Lieutenants De Giorgi and Freschi, have fully served their purpose, despite the fact that since 
the beginning of the operation were classified by the coastal search lights. Particularly violent 
was the reaction against the further north-west group, first on land and then also from the air, 
since the Russians, alarmed by so much commotion just near their base, they did immediately 
launched from the airfield of Ghelengic numerous planes that strafed and bombed the Mas 
from low altitude, perfectly visible in the clear moonlit night. 

"After completing the action, the five Mas directed to return to base, while I with my 
section was almost 03:00 at Cape Idocopas, in the hope that some enemy vessels, with 
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starting in haste from Tuapse with reinforcements and supplies to the beachhead, I decided to 
switch to shooting our torpedoes. Unfortunately my hope was disappointed not only that 
night but even on subsequent nights no transport or warships - with the exception of the usual 
small surveillance ships - has been spotted between Tuapse and Ghelengic. The reason is that 
the Russians had accumulated both at Ghelengic (which on the other hand is connected to 
Tuapse with an excellent roadway), and on the beachhead, a war potential much higher than 
the German Command had made calculations and could with the available means, perfectly 
cope with the attack. On the head, in particular landing, instead of the planned six thousand 
gaunt men and almost helpless, the attacking troops if they were faced fifteen, perfectly 
equipped, who bloodily crushed all their efforts and supported without bending to the 
infernal iron rain and fire the flocks of the Luftwaffe, which ran on the sky with relentless 
pace of the battle. (In the early days of the struggle they had in that area or a daily flight of 
about 1000 German aircraft)." 


On the evening of April 18, the Mas could not get out because of bad weather and had 
to stay over night in the port under intense aerial bombardment, fortunately without damage. 

The 19 Commander Mimbelli had moved to Feodosia the eighth Mas intending to 
go out at night with all boats, sending a squadron in the usual area in the south-east of 
Ghelengie and going with the other much further, between Tuapse and Sozi ; but at the last 
minute, on the grounds of failure, the two Mas were missing. 

While Mas 566 and 575 on their way, as the evening of the 17", next to Cape 
Idocopas, Commander Mimbelli with the other four went to the south-east of Tuapse, 
traveling, partly in broad daylight, over 130 miles 

After remaining some time lurking in front of Lazareskaja (between Tuapse and Sozi) 
without sighting anything, having risen 
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a strong maestrale (north west wind) that if the force increased it could make it impossible to 
return to Anapa or to the ports of the Crimea, Commander Mimbelli decided to leave the area 
and go up the coast towards Ghelengic. 

At the height of Tuapse two small gunboats, before being spotted by Mas, opened 
fire, very well directed, with heavy machine guns and cannons. The Mas without changing 
the route, which brought them closer to the gunboats, effectively countered the opponent 
shooting for some time; then broke contact. The gunboats made no attempt to cut off their 
path, nor to chase; on the other hand they were very uncommon ships - I know - writes 
Mimbelli Commander in his report - from personal experience that the Mas, vulnerable as 
they are, have a lot to lose and little to gain in ballistic fighting with much more robust ships 
when they are unable to use their really decisive weapon, the torpedo." 

Since north of Tuapse the weather conditions were better, the Mas remained there 
lurking quietly beneath the coast, then they returned to Anapa, where they found Mas 574, 
one of two that, as has been said, were due to remain in port for failure, severely damaged by 
the aerial bombardment that Anapa had suffered in the night; although the crew, completely 
unharmed, he had managed to bring it to rest on a shoal before it sank. 

After a brief repair, Mas 574 could be towed to Feodosia. 


The operations against the landing bridgehead were prolonged beyond the expected, 
and discerned the convenience of establishing rest periods. Commander Mimbelli therefore 
decided that from April 20 onwards, less than exceptional events, only half of the Mas would 
have gone on a mission, while the other half would spend the night at anchor about a mile or 
two north-west of Anapa in order to remain sufficiently decentralized from the bombing zone 
The rest, as we see, was very 
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relative; and moreover the experiment went well one night only, for the next were spotted by 
Mas 566, 567 and 569, under cover of the moonlight, two MTB who ran at full speed 
towards them. The lieutenant of the vessel De Giorgi, who was on the Mas 569, he hastily 
gave orders to all boats to open fire with machine guns and cut the anchor; but even before 
the Mas could be put in motion, a torpedo glazed the lower hull of the 566 passing under it, 
probably with the tail fin, a waterway and then going to run on the beach without exploding. 

The Soviet MTB, framed by the fire of 20 mm. guns by us, went away at full speed 
toward the open sea; We set off in pursuit but soon lost sight of them, because the speed of 
the Soviets was far superior to us and then according to the information gathered seems could 
reach 50 knots. 

The three Mas still remained to cross the coast of Anapa, in anticipation that enemy 
units, logically dissatisfied with the result obtained before, they did return to the area; and in 
fact they sighted again, as they were heading to the pier of 




















Mas in Yalta (spring 1943) 
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C.B. In maintenance and repair. 


the port where, among other things, was 
moored a German landing craft loaded with ammunition and gasoline. We re-opened fire 
with machine-guns and the two Soviet MTB resumed promptly, and finally, off the coast, 
after being repeatedly hit by explosive bullets and piercing of the 20 mm gun. 

Mas 566, also hit by a bullet in a tank of gas, despite everything he could return to 
base and be repaired in a short time. 

The other three Mas who had spent the night in ambush at Cape Idocopas returned to 
Anapa; but a few hours later the Commander Mimbelli seeing that the very strong wind 
tended to turn to give the grecale (nor'easter) making it dangerous to stay at berth, he was 
returning all to Feodosia.. 


Since the German action against the beachhead still continued landing, the afternoon 
of April 23 three Mas went out to take the ambush to the south-east of Ghelengic; midnight 
were themselves the object of repeated air attacks, but did not suffer damage. 

On April 25 the Flotilla Command was informed that the operations against the 
beachhead was suspended in mind the low territorial advantages obtained and the high losses 
of men and resources suffered by the attackers. 

The activity of the flotilla resumed its normal rhythm; characterized, as always, 
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The Mas did several other wide-ranging missions; particularly significant one, 
between Tuapse and Sozi, carried out by Mas 568, 570 and 572, with a brief stop in Anapa in 
navigating forward, and coming back to Feodosia after a journey of over 400 miles of which 
a large part of the day, a short distance the opponent's coasts and its naval and air bases; but 
neither in this one nor in other missions, during which were still in ambush between 
Ghelengic and Tuapse, they were lucky: they never spotted enemy ships of any importance. 

In the first weeks of May the Mas carried also several nights out to hunt for 
submarines along the southern coast of the Crimea, but without ever sighting anything. 

In anticipation of possible attempts of the enemy land or naval bombardment, the Mas 
also accomplished two sortie for protection of the Caucasian coast, between Cape Utrisc: and 
the Mary Magdalene bank, respectively 10 miles south and 20 north-west of Anapa. 

In one of these sorties Mas 572 sank following a collision with Mas 566 


6. - AERIAL OFFENSIVE. 


The enemy aerial offensive against Yalta and Feodosia, which had slowed down in 
the winter season, had in the months of April and May 1943 a very violent resurgence. 

The bombings were mainly carried out during the day and at fairly low altitudes, 
taking advantage of the absence of German fighters, all concentrated in the area of Cherc and 
the Cuban beachhead, and the fact that the A/A defense was quite weak. 

Many bombs, generally medium caliber, fell close to our Mas, but fortunately without 
any damage so serious, except for that Mas 574, as has been said, was struck on the night 19 
to 20 April while he was in the port Anapa. 
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Even the staff, taking into account the significant losses incurred by the bombing 
effect by the Allied armed forces and the civilian population, was pretty lucky. altogether 
there were | militarized workers dead, 2 seriously injured non-commissioned officers and 
some slightly injured. 


7. -END ACTIVITY OF THE MAS AND SUMMARY CONSIDERATIONS. 


With the date of May 13, 1943, that is when the Mas returned to Yalta from the last 
mission, came to an end of the Mas operations in the Black Sea. 

The Commander Mimbelli concludes his report on the last period of activity 
(corresponding, in this book, to Chapters III and IV) with the following considerations that 
we have to bring back in full: 


"The attached table, on which are listed all the missions carried out by units of the 
Fourth Flotilla in this period, provides the concrete elements on our activities.” 

"But what the statement in question can not document is the fact that every time that 
weather conditions have allowed it and that there was always a chance, albeit small, to meet 
opposing units - I say always - sortied.” 

"Unfortunately, the doggedness and tenacity with which we have sought the enemy, 
overcoming difficulties of every kind and demanding to much more than our smaller boats fit 
into their normal duties, were not - in recent times - repaid to the extent appropriate. This 
must be attributed mainly to the fact that the surface ships and the Russian steamers since last 
summer onwards are almost always still in their bases and rarely venture into the waters of 
the Crimea and the North Caucasus.” 

"Falling later, under the pressure of the allied armies, all surviving Russian positions 
from Dniester to the Strait of 
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Cherc (Odessa, Sevastopol, Feodosia and Cherc) and fallen, in early September 1942, the 
Taman Peninsula and Novorossisk, the Bolshevik Commerce Navy simply to make the small 
vessels, generally in short stays and in daytime hours, along the coasts of the Caucasus.” 

"The Navy from the other side, impoverished by the harsh losses and without the 
opportunity to renew due to the absence of yards, tried to save himself as much as possible. 
The only existing battleship, the Pariskaja Kommuna, for a year now never sailed except for 
short exercises in the waters of its bases (Poti and Batum); the two modern cruisers of type 
Kirov of 8000 tons have also sailed very little, then especially after one of them had a serious 
injury in early December 1942, in one of the two or three fruitless raids carried out by 
Russian light forces in the western basin of the Black Sea it seems, it was hit by a torpedo off 
the coast of Sulina and then was necessary the replacement of the entire stern, which required 
many months of work. Very little assets were also the two old fashioned type cruisers, while 
the flotilla leaders and destroyers, around 5 or 6 modern plus 2 or 3 antiquated ships, on rare 
occasions they ventured north of Tuapse and exceptionally also in the waters Crimean.” 

"Another reason for the present state of things, made it extremely difficult for small 
ships - especially for Mas - the offensive activities, is the distance from enemy targets 
unfortunately are far beautiful time of the siege of Sevastopol which it was enough to sortie 
out of Yalta to arrive, after just one hour of navigation on the opponent's communication line. 
Today, if you want to have a slightest chance to find some enemy ships, you have to make a 
real "raid." Even apart from the two missions of exceptional length that we performed with a 
visit between Tuapse and Sozi, going, like we did so many times, ambush between Tuapse 
and Ghelengic starting from Feodosia is a very risky and difficult for a Mas. It is in fact to 
make a navigation, round trip, 
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of 270-280 miles, almost matching the autonomy of a normal load boats, in a sea so 
capricious and stormy as the Black Sea, where the storms are often generate and suddenly 
take extremely violent character. And this without counting the danger of aerial offense, 
because you have to travel, if you do not want to stay too little time on the ambush positions, 
several hours of navigation with the light of day, in a area quite close to the airfields of 
enemy and completely controlled by his aircraft.” 

"In these conditions, the activity of our Mas should have - logically - remain limited, 
as from October to February, exclusively defensive duties. I have always insisted on the other 
hand because we were assigned offensive tasks, to keep up the prestige of our flag, to satisfy 
the ardent desire of our officers and crew and to be able to do until the last day of our stay in 
the Black Sea and can also the impossible to achieve more successes.” 

"The attitude of the staff was always irreproachable and has never been any accident 
or with the allied armed forces or the civilian population.” 

"Exemplary then the aggressive spirit of everyone from commanders of the boats to 
the lowest sailor.” 

"Relations with the German Navy have always been guided by the narrowest and 
loyal comradeship; seeming the demonstrations of affection that have been made to our 
repatriation.” 

"The small C.B. submarines who they are currently in Constanta, but will move as 
soon as possible to the Crimea (4), as soon as will be ready the base of Sevastopol, will 
undoubtedly keep alive the tradition that the IV Flotilla created in twelve months of hard 
uninterrupted work.” 

"In the last days of our stay in the Crimea, with the Mas crews and I have been to 
visit the graves of those our comrades that 





(4) See the following section. 
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remain at rest in that distant land: Lieutenant (jg) gold medal Ettore Bisagno, chief engineer 
2™ Ruggero Farina, militarized worker Lamberto De Cesaris; as well as the Sacrdrio of 
Monte Chapel, where the bones of the Fallen of the Army Expeditionary Corps of Piedmont 
in the years 1855-56 are collected. 

"In the presence of the dead of our blood, of those who died to prepare the unification 
of Italy and those who died to make Italy bigger and bigger, we expressed the firm intention 
to show in each event worthy of the glorious legacy that they have left.” 


Here, finally, the following telegrams exchanged on the occasion of the delivery of 
Mas to the German Navy: 


May 20, 1943 - From IV Mas Flotilla to Supermarina. (N. 51957) — “At eleven 
o'clock today delivered solemnly all the Mas to the Germanic Navy. Flotilla Command and 
most crews will be deployed today to Yalta awaiting railway train.” (5) 


May 21, 1943 - From Supermarina to Commander Mimbelli: (n. 77407) — “You and 
your have kept the name of the Navy and Italy very high. Now new trials that await you will 
pass with equal-valor.” 


May 31, 1943 - From Commander Mimbelli to Supermarina: (17163) — “In the last 
few days of our stay in Crimea have been subject of a valuation events and camaraderie by 
authorities and officers of the German Navy really moving. In the above, I wish to tell you, 
Excellency, to express to my expression that such events much more than a direct 
appreciation of our work in the Black Sea are index 





(5) They were handed over the Mas 566 -567 -568 -569 -570 -574 -575 which were designated with 
badges from S 501 to S 507 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 121 


the feelings of admiration that the Italian Navy has been able to arouse among the German 
comrades in three years of hard struggle of all the seas.” 


8. - ACTIVITIES OF THE C.B. SUBMARINES 


The disarmament, for the winter period, the submarines C.B. (See paragraph 2 of the 
previous chapter) had led Supermarina to recall some of the commanders to employ more 
usefully on submarines of greater tonnage in Italy. The subsequent decision (3 January 1943) 
to withdraw the Italian contingent of the Black Sea, proposed the eventual passage of 
submarines to the Navy of Romania; both provisions were given to prepare for the 
repatriation of all the staff. The High Command of the Germanic Navy, which had required a 
strengthening of the MAS component, advised against such a solution and Supermarina went 
back on its decision as to communicate, February 12, to the liaison officer, the decision to 
leave armed or rearming with Italian staff the small submarines. On February 19, Berlin 
answered by sending the German thanks and communicating that to the great needs of 
officials for the conduct of operations with submarines, there was at present the possibility of 
arming the Italian C.B with German personnel. Between 20 and 24 the first two submarines 
(C.B. 1 and C.B. 6) were put back into the water. 

As they continued work on the maintenance and fault resolution, Supermarina did a 
study at the Flotilla IV a plan that would return the staff and what was supposed to be. 
Already in March the submarines were put back in the water and began training. On April 10, 
the Royal Navy Base at Konstanz, under the command of Lieutenant Giovanni Sorrentino, 
even the commander of C.B. 3, informed of the names of military and militarized personnel 
in force. On April 2, the Command of the IV flotilla sent a Table of Armament for the C.B. 
submarines. On 28 
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May the staff of Flotilla IV left for the return to Italy, around 172 persons (11 officers, 33 
noncommissioned officers, 24 sergeants, 40 petty-officers and 61 common; militarized 3 
workers) Simultaneously, the Flotilla sent the list of the personnel who would remain in 
Black Sea. 120 men (6 officers, 112 non-commissioned officers, sergeants, petty-officers and 
common; 2 militarized workers). Supermarina, in addition to sending the missing 
commanders and other personnel from Italy, proceeded to the reorganization of the unit, 
constituting the P Squadron of C.B. submarine, a capitano di fregata [Lt Cmdr], Alberto 
Torri, as commander. Dispatch n.45100 of May 31, 1943 stated, on 20 May: 

- Dissolution of the IV Flotilla MAS; 

- Dissolution of the eighteenth and nineteenth MAS squadrons and delivery of the 
boats to Germany; 

- The establishment of a C.B. Submarine Squadron - Constance. 

In May came two commanders of submarine (lieutenant of Arrigo Barbi, C.B. 1, and 
Ensign Giovanni Re, C.B. 2). Also returned lieutenant Giovanni Ciccolo, already destined for 
the Black Sea as commander of the XVIII Mas Squadron, from 3 July 1942 to 12 February 
1943 and returned to Italy due to disease; May 6 was in charge of the Constance Base. The 
Germans possessed, in this city, a mighty logistical base with vast warehouses, one of which 
is used by the Italian Navy; the Italian base, much more modest, possessed of a command 
building, housing for officers, a barracks for staff and that of a magazine; Italians were 
authorized to use the German department for any logistic requirements on 4 June came 
Commander Torri. Arrived the 18'" Lieutenant (jg) Matteo Nardon who took command of 
C.B. 3 and the 28", it was the turn of the Lieutenant (jg) Armando Sibille, commander of 
C.B 4. From June 19 to 24 were conducted three exercises by two or three submarines at a 
time, with the participation of surface vessels. 

On June 20, the squadron passed under the command of 
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in Chief of Submarine Fleet (MARICOSOM), depending, for the use, by the Allied 
Commander in the Black Sea. On 27 June came the new Chief of the G.N. service, Captain 
Luigi Navarra, coming from the 12" Submarine Group. 

On June 29, C.B. 3 and 6 C.B led a mission to the Romanian-Bulgarian waters to 
check a possible sighting of submarine which occurred on the 27". Now the squadron was 
back to full strength and operational. Similar mission conducted July 5 by submarines C.B. 1 
and C.B. 4. On the 9" MARICOSOM agreed with the request to set up a field office in 
Romania, in Bucharest, with a non-commissioned officer and four sailors. 

Meanwhile Torri tried to reach Sevastopol and then goes to Simferopol to introduce 
the German admiral and make arrangements for the activities to be performed. Failed 
attempts to get a place on a German plane, the previous July 12 Torri left for the Crimea with 
the Romanian destroyer Regele Ferdinand I who was going to Sebastopuli to escort a 
convoy. The logistical arrangements in the German base which would have been used by the 
Italians were still affected by the repair and renovations: roof and walls of the houses being 
repaired, toilets and lighting in repair; for the operational part, it lacked the generator for 
charging the batteries and the crane for transport and boarding of torpedoes. The meeting 
with the German admiral took place on the 14"; Torri announced the operational availability 
of the boats and asked a benevolent concern for remedy any identified logistical deficiencies. 
For the operating areas was considered more useful to use the C.B. in those in which the 
presence of Soviet submarines were operating against German and Romanian convoys; they 
were then selected: a first zone in the waters off Yevpatoria, which constituted a necessary 
passage for the convoys between the Romanian and Sevastopol waters; a second area along 
the southeastern coast of the Crimea, along which took place on maritime traffic for Cuban. 
The admiral asked to increase the number of C.B. to counter the growing Soviet underwater 
action. Have the necessary assurances from the German admiral, Torri tried 
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to get a aerial passage, but only on July 18 managed to take board the German submarine U 
23, in short stop in Sevastopol after a mission, to return to Constance. Torri returned to 
Constance at 21:00, of the 19". On July 22, reported on the mission in Sevastopol in 
MARICOSOM that, on August 5, not informing Supermarina, responsible for any increase in 
C.B. submarines requested by the Germans. 

On July 22, the C.B. 1 and C.B. 6 left for the Crimea; Because of the state of the sea 
on the 23™ the boats entered Sulina, and thus proceeded to Sevastopol which they reached at 
12:30 of the 26"". On August 1‘ came the C.B. 3 and C.B. 4. from the day after the boats 
began to operate by performing, totally up to the declaration of armistice 21 missions (CB 1 
five, CB 2 two, departing on Aug. 21 from Constanta and arrived in Sevastopol on August 25 
at 13:30, five with CB 3, CB 4 with 4, CB 6 with five) the only mission to succeed, with the 
sinking of a Soviet submarine, was that the night between August 25 and 26 by the CB 4 
(Lieutenant (jg) Armando Sibille) that describes the mission accomplished. 

“On the morning of August 25, 1943, in command of the submarine C.B. 4, with a 
crew formed by the chief mechanic 1“ class, Bergandi, Sergeant r.t. Nannini and a sailor, I 
left the port of Sevastopol to reach the patrol area west of C. Yevpatoria, where I arrived 
shortly before sunset.” 

“Calm sea, no wind, clear sky, the moon last quarter.” 

“T was following the normal route at minimum speed of oscillation, when, at about 
1:00, suddenly spotted, bow ward, the outline of a submarine surfacing; beta in very narrow 
straight, it estimated distance that does not exceed 400 meters, very low speed.” 

“Evidently the enemy had made a dive to perform an accurate hydrophone listening 
and, having found my thermal engine, which at minimum speed gave the impression of a 
more distant source, it had emerged and with route on the acoustic detection 
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headed for the discovery.” 

“My situation was all the more precarious and critical because in addition to the 
surprise of finding myself so suddenly at such a short distance from the enemy, I was in 
unfavorable lighting conditions having the moon low on the horizon, in the stern sectors; 
then when they have been no changes of direction, the enemy would have passed on the 
beam within a few minutes and very close.” 

“T could get away immediately at maximum speed and attempt to reach a favorable 
launch point; or stop and wait for the enemy submarine had passed astern to I find myself in 
a better position than the moon and reach a good launching point.” 

“T rejected the first option because the particular phosphorescence of the Black Sea 
and the mobility of my figure would increase the chances of discovery by the enemy who, 
having half of my higher power, would easily frustrated my operation when he took the 
initiative to offensive action.” 

“T therefore decided to remain motionless because, even if the distance was shortened, 
I was relying on an action that I had foreseen for execution for a long time, if it had been 
presented to me as a favorable opportunity, as I had well instructed my crew: the boarding of 
the submarine. So I gave orders to stop the internal combustion engine but not shut it off and 
be ready for an immediate start of it with a strong pace for the action.” 

“The enemy submarine was advancing in slow motion and my eyes were pointing 
frantically on it, ready to seize the slightest sign that would reveal to me to have been 
discovered. I saw, and more and more clearly, the only man in the tower, still, motionless and 
without pointing binoculars. Seconds passed and the boat, without modifying either route or 
speed, was approaching, without me to notice on it no sign of movement that could put me in 
alarm.” 

He defiles abeam to starboard, to no more than 50 - 60 meters; 
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I could see clearly the profile of the man who stared straight ahead of it. The submarine was 
cruising average, a length of about 70 - 80 meters; displacement that I estimated about 800 to 
900 tons. 

“As soon as I went downstairs, I gave orders to open wide the internal combustion 
engine; with the electric one, turning to the left, I assumed diverging route and at maximum 
speed I get ready to reach in the shortest possible time the favorable point for the launch.” 

“At about 800 meters from the target, believing they have now reached a sufficient 
beta for a good impact, I fired the left torpedo but swerved erratically upon reaching the 
water; so I launched immediately after the starboard one.” 

“Distinctly I followed the trail, and after about 40 seconds I saw in front of the rise of 
the submarine tower a tall column of water; shortly after I heard the blast of the explosion”. 

“The submarine disappeared from my view; I turned about to reconnoiter I could not 
see any wreckage. The exploration lasted for about an hour while I send the sinking message; 
then headed to Sevastopol.” 

“On the day of the 27" aerial reconnaissance feedback on the location of the 
torpedoing of a large oil slick; It was later reported that the Russian radio had recognized the 
sinking, adding that it was also aware of my full name”. 

On August 20, the Soviets sank the Bulgarian steamer Varna directed to Sevastopol; 
on board were, in transfer to the operating base, also with Chief quartermaster 1“ class 
Fiorenzo Biacheri, carpenter Paolo Antonetti and the militarized worker Antonio Pedretti 
who were considered missing. 


9 - EVENTS AFTER 8 SEPTEMBER 1943 


The situation of the Navy units in Black Sea, 8 September 1943, was as follows: 
submarines C.B. 
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C.B. 2, C.B. 3 and C.B. 6 in Sevastopol, where, in total. They were 88 men; 

C.B 1, C.B. 4 in Yalta, where there was also Commander Torri, with Captain Navarre 
and three other officers. In total there were five officers, 17 noncommissioned officers and 34 
sailors; 

in Feodosia, the support base, there were two militarized workers; 

Konstanz, logistics Base, were the captain commissioner Luciano Gambino and 25 
between sailors and militarized workers. 

The Lieutenant Ciccolo was moving by truck from Odessa to Constanta with the 
sailors who were to be sent on leave came to Constanta at 01:30 on September 9, reaching, 
respectively, their accommodation and nearby sailors barracks. 

In total there were: 10 officers, 49 noncommissioned officers, 90 sailors and at least 
eight militarized skilled workers; 15 people were on leave or on mission in Italy and 2 were 
returning from Constanta to Sevastopol. 

At Yalta, the Commander Torri learned the news of the armistice by the Italian News 
Radio. The German commander of the port, Lieutenant-Commander von Richtoten, on the 
orders of Admiral Commander of the Black Sea, deployed by Admiral Gustav Kieseritzky, as 
mentioned based in Simferopol, at about 01:00 on September 9, armed intervention units that 
took away the Italian radio apparatus, interrupting, as well, the direct listening with Rome; 
also made haul down the Italian flag on board C.B. submarines shortly after (01:05) 
Marinarmi Roma transmitted the following direct marconigram [radio telegram] to the First 
C.B. Submarine Squadron: sink submarines & give up to the Germans to be repatriated. This 
order, in line with other broadcast from Rome, it was received in Konstanz, but not in 
Sevastopol, and did not, therefore, have practical application. 

At Constance, the commander of the German base, the Captain Kinderlen, at 13:00 on 
the 9" gave the order to occupy the Italian accommodation. With a sudden action, armed 
German soldiers 
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surrounded the accommodation of Lieutenant Ciccolo and the nearby sailors barracks, 
capturing all the staff; Also the warehouse was quickly occupied by the German staff. The 
Italian sailors were transported, first in truck and, then, by rail, to Bucharest and housed in a 
camp near the town slaughterhouse. Ciccolo managed to contact Romanian Captain Horia 
Macéllariu, commander of Maritime Forces of Romania, requesting the direct intervention to 
remedy the German illegal intervention who blatantly violated the Romanian sovereignty. 
The request was granted and Romanian armed forces and forced the Germans to release the 
Italian sailors, and to liberate the logistical arrangements, retaining only the controlled 
inventory. On the Italian accommodation the German flag was lowered and the Italian raised. 
The Italian staff was transferred to the Navy Romanian Special School, on probation; Also 
the Italian material came under Romanian control. 

On 12 September, the Torri commander met the German Admiral and also on the 
basis of information manipulated by the Germans who said the King and Badoglio fled to 
Sicily (in the hands of Anglo-American), agreed to continue to work alongside the Germans 
who allowed boats to raise the national flag. Torri asked be able to go to Constance to have 
accurate information of the staff that was there and the logistical arrangements and materials 
in the framework of military cooperation with the Germans, on September 15 resumed 
operational activities and with four boats (CB 1, CB 2 , CB 3 and CB 6) took to the sea. The 
C.B 1 (Ensign Re), the evening of the same day, while participating in operation Mainland, 
sank a Soviet submarine. In action, though, the submarine was seriously damaged, having 
water leaks, and had to be taken in tow by a landing craft that brought him back to Yalta. 

On September 22, the Germans asked the Romanian authorities for permission to 
make transit across the country trains from Greece and Albania transferring to the territories 
of the Reich captured Italian soldiers 
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after the armistice, between 25 and 30 September, 13 trains, with about 20,000 men, crossed 
Romania, escorted by Romanian troops; Italian soldiers took advantage of the stops in 
Romanian territory to escape and remain there, 

September 23, arrived in Bucharest Italian soldiers who were previously located in 
Balta, Transnistria; the Romanians proceeded to disarm of all the Italian Army and Air Force 
military present in Romanian territory (about 500 men) and sent them to internment in Camp 
No. 15 of Oesti at Curtez de Arges, on the slopes of the Carpathians , about 150 km from 
Bucharest, in the meantime, the diplomatic personnel present in Konstanz, including military 
officers, declared themselves in favor of a line of loyalty to the legitimate government. 

September 24, Torri went to Simferopol to report on the situation to the German 
Admiral and was allowed to reach Constance, his return in the evening to Sevastopol, then, in 
Yalta, Torri and Navarre, with a Sergeant radio operator who served as interpreter, embarked 
on a German motor torpedo boat coming the next day, at 05:00 to Constance. Here the 
commander of the squadron, informed those present about the real Italian situation, Ciccolo 
met and agreed a plan that called for the centralization of all the boats in the harbor and then 
place them at the disposal of the Romanian Navy, the 30" Torri and Navarre left Constanta 
on the Romanian destroyer Regina Maria, arriving on October 1™ at Sevastopol, where 
shortly before had gathered all boats, on October 5 Torri went back to Simferopol and 
proposed the transfer to Konstanz of the two most battered boats, The 6'" the two inefficient 
boats (C.B. 1 and C.B. 2), were taken in tow by the Romanian ship Margescu, and 
transferred first to Sulina and then to Constanta, where they arrived October 17. On 18 
October with German hands, Torri made Captain Navarra and 16 men from the base of 
operations depart for Constance. 

On October 27 Ciccolo and all the staff present at Constance was transferred to 
Bucharest to the Bragadiru barracks of the Ist regiment of motorized artillery, the troops had 
to stay in the barracks, 
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while officers could circulate in plain clothes, but they could not get away from the capital. 
Also on 12 November the Navy personnel were transferred to Oesti. 

The three boats were in the Crimea continued to operate until November 10, when, as 
a result of the unfavorable ground operations and the low efficiency of the means, withdrew, 
together with German and Romanian units. The same Nov. 10 Torri, the doctor Amerigo 
Antonelli and the remaining personnel for the base of operations began boarding on the 
Romanian destroyers Regele Ferdinand I and the Ardeal for transportation, arriving in 
Constance the next day. The three C.B. (3, 4 and 6) conducted the transfer in stages: 
Ociakov; Odessa, where they stopped for bad weather up to the 20"; transfer to Sulina, where 
they arrived on the 24" and then resume navigation on the evening of the 28". The three 
boats arrived in Constanta on the afternoon of 29 November. On the initiative of two 
commanders, who plotted with other staff to join the Social Republic, from the submarine’s 
flags had been removed the middle with the coat of arms of Savoy and the crown. The 
submarines just arrived in the port Commander Torri immediately replace the flags changed 
with those regulations. Torri informed, therefore, Commander Macéllariu who no longer 
intended to operate with the Germans. Then began a fight with no holds barred with 
demands, threats and German ultimatum. Subsisting the danger of a coup at German hands 
which could be favored by interventions of Italian pro-German personnel, Italians and 
Romanians decided to resolve the situation by resorting to a subterfuge, the boats would pass 
on simple delivery (not sold) to the Romanian Navy, subject to the decisions to be taken on 
their future fate. 

At 01:00 on December 1, 1943, the Lieutenant Barbi accompanied a Romanian squad 
to replace the Italian and on the sentinel submarines the Italian flag was replaced by 
Romanian. On disposal, the situation of the boats was as follows: 

C.B. 1 - a ground with the engines, the periscope and the hull air cylinder 
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removed in high state of oxidation. 

C.B. 2 - on the ground in the same terms as the previous one, with, in addition, the 
accumulator batteries removed. 

C.B. 3 - moored at the Petroli dock. 

C.B. 4 - moored at the Petroli dock, tilted to the left by about 10 °, with two torpedoes 
in the torpedo tubes, a little rusty. 

C.B. 6 - moored at the Petroli dock; torpedoes in launch tubes, a little rusty. 

All the spare parts had been thrown overboard. 

On December 2, at 14:30, all the Italian staff remained in Constance came to 
Bucharest; the officers were billeted in the casa Ostiri and the troops in the Bragadiru 
barracks. The Romanian Navy asked that a team of specialists return the boats to efficiency 
and proceeded to the training of Romanian staff; were sent Ciccolo, Barbi and Re, with about 
twenty specialists; in fact, in the two weeks of use, these men worked to cause such damage 
to the submersible to make them unusable. also they proposed to put them in dry dock in 
order to proceed with the repairs and maintenance. On 7 December 3 officers, 4 NCOs, 4 
militarized workers, 1 Deputy Chief and 1 sailor, joined the Social Republic and left the casa 
Ostiri. 

On 23 January 1944 the Romanians moved, by train, from Bucharest in the camp of 
Oesti, all Navy personnel remaining loyal to the legitimate government. The officers were 
able to remain in the country on probation. In the field of Italian personnel there was as 
follows: 




















Officers | NCOs | Troops | TOTAL 
Army 33 51 340 424 
Navy 8 45 87 140 
Air Force - 3 9 12 
TOTAL 41 99 436 576 




















The officers could stay at their own expense, out of the field and some (among others 
Navarra and two commanders of the submarine) found work in Transylvania, at local 
companies. given the 
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bad conditions of internment, consequently the precarious Romanian internal situation many 
of the internet military (348) were placed to work. 

In Romanian territory there were also other Italian soldiers interned by the Germans 
and used in forced labor (200 at Calafat and 70 at Constance). 

In Romania there was a strange situation because the diplomatic staff, as mentioned, 
remained loyal to the legitimate government, but the country still being an ally of the 
Germans, the Italian Social Republic decided to send their diplomatic representatives, 
including a Naval officer, in the person of one of submarine commanders who had joined 
them. Romania just did not give official recognition to one or the other. 

In February, all the submarines had been put to dry in the Shipyard of Constanta. 
Later, Mussolini's direct intervention with the same head of the Romanian government 
Marshal Iom Antonescu, forced the Romanian Navy to deliver the submarines to the Navy of 
the Social Republic. On June 18, 1944 was formed the Gruppo C.B m.o Livio Piomarta, 
under the operational command of the Lt. Commander of the naval engineers (former Major 
of the Naval Engineers of the Royal Navy) Mauro Zingarelli; staff leaving form Italy, by 
train, and came to Constance June 20. The German Navy renewed the request to send six 
more ships, but the pressure of events did not give room for any subsequent action. Given the 
general state of wear and efficiency and the long period of inactivity, it was not possible to 
make more efficient, despite the German technical aid, which one (CB 3) or, more likely, two 
submarines (CB 3 and CB 6) were carried out at sea, in July, based in Sulina. On August 20, 
the Soviets, who were approaching Constance, carried out a bombing raid on the Naval Base 
and two of C.B. probably still in dry dock, were damaged and there was also a death among 
the military personnel. On 23 August 1944, Romania asked for an armistice and it was 
occupied by Soviet troops. On the 24", Zingarelli ordered C.B. 3 to go to sea and attack 
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the Russian ships that were approaching the harbor. The action did not succeed. On the 25", 
replaced the crew, tired, the action was resumed. Meanwhile, Zingarelli left the city with a 
convoy of 72 people, including 4 women and 9 workers. At 19:00 the column recovered 
fortunately the three crew members of the C.B. Who, at 17:00, failed again the action, the 
submarine had sunk and reaching the coast by swimming. The convoy, following the route 
Varna-Sofia-Nich-Belgrddo-Vienna-Brennero- Vicenza, arrived at its destination on 
September 16, 1944. For the action conducted Ensign Gabriele Battistini was decorated with 
the Bronze Medal of the Military Valor by the Social republic. 

In order to alleviate the difficult situation of the interned Italian, the Legation of Italy 
in Romania gave on 24 August 1944 to Lieutenant Ciccolo the task of consulate General of 
Constance. On Sept. 5, the Soviets invaded the Constance base and captured the remaining 
four submarines that were in dry dock, as is also apparent from a September 2 report by the 
US member of the Allied Commission. On December 29, submarines were still present in 
Roman waters with Soviet flags. Subsequently the captured submarines were taken to 
Sevastopol and included in the Black Sea Fleet, such as TM 4, 5, 6 and 7. It seems that on 16 
February 1945, C.B. 2 was shipped, disassembled, by rail, to Leningrad. The boats were used 
for experiments; Some sources want them involved in espionage actions. Subsequently the 
boats went to the Naval Ministry's dependencies to be studied and constituted a useful 
prototype for the construction of small submarines subsequently put in line by the Soviet 
Navy. 

At the time of the fall of Romania into the hands of the Red Army, the Soviets took 
direct control of the internment camps and the Italian internees who were there. An Allied 
Commission came with British, French and US members as well. The Italian interns left the 
camps and moved to Bucharest. With the advancement of military operations in the Balkans, 
other Italians (ex Germans and Yugoslav prisoners, ex collaborators 
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of the Germans, interned-forced laborers) fell into Russian hands or because directly 
captured or because fled from Yugoslavia and took refuge in Romania. The number of 
Italians present were increased by 500 were brought to Gesti, others in Konstanz, 2,300 were 
concentrated in Calafat, on the Danube, and then transferred to the USSR. It began the 
discrimination of prisoners, to try to identify the origin (German line, inmates, forced 
laborers, interned in Romania) which is not always easy. Some of the pro-communist 
internees began to also carry out political activities and founded the Union of Italian patriots 
who in good part joined the Italian military. 

Lieutenant Ciccolo was appointed as the Italian delegate of the Red Cross for 
Romania. In Bucharest was closed the Office of Militated Workers, and was appointed a new 
Unified Support Office which was to help ex- interned prisoners. Taking advantage of the 
knowledge of the Navy doctor captain Eugenio Fontana, agent of the S.LS., who had a 
Russian wife and was intended to Gdessa, Ciccolo managed to meet a delegate of the Soviet 
Communist Party in the Commission of Military occupation, who spoke Italian, and issued a 
Russian document ordering the commanders of the Prison Camps to hand over to Ciccolo the 
Italians whom he requested ed. Ciccolo then began to shuttle between Romania and the 
USSR. 

On March 26 1945 the Soviets decided to transfer the 466 internees of the Oésti the 
inmates departed by train for Bucovina (Cernauti, now Cernovcy, Ukraine), 30 remained in 
the infirmary of the camp. The 466 followed the lengthy process of repatriation of Italian 
prisoners from the USSR and came to Italy only in early October. 

With the cessation of hostilities, the Soviets began to provide for the return to Italy of 
the prisoners and internees, with the usual slowness, transfers in concentration camps in the 
USSR, the exasperating understaffing and the typical dysfunctions of the precarious and 
bureaucratic Soviet logistics organization. 

The May 27, 1945 arrived in Bucharest from Oésti, 590 Italians loyal to the Royal 
Government, including all the sailors and twenty 
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men already prisoners of the Russians, not considered collaborators of the Germans. The 
return took place, essentially, with three trains: 

On 29 May, 105 people (about twenty officers, including Barbi and RE, and all the 
sailors) was loaded onto a convoy of 5 or 6 mixed wagons, under the orders of a lower 
Russian officer, bound for Odessa to return to Italy. Came from Bucharest and leave the 
border with Moldova, they had the surprise of meeting a Russian worker who had worked for 
the submarines in Yalta, disappeared soon after the armistice, and who was at the time a Red 
army captain; 

On May 30, another 60 men left from Constanta with the destination specified; 

On June 16, 150 people left for Budapest-Vienna; But they were handed over to the 
American military authorities, who occupied Austria, and were concentrated in Wiener 
Neustadt; forty of them returned to Budapest; 

On June 25 sets off from Bucharest a train with about 600 people, direct to Vienna, 
via Lviv. The 28", the convoy arrived at a railway junction located about 100 km from Kiev, 
where it stood for two days. They joined a column comprising about a thousand former 
deportees to Germany, including Primo Levi, who also recounted his adventure in the book 
La Tregua. Two days later the convoy arrived in Belarus, continuing to Slusk, just south of 
Minsk. Here they found the 466 who had left Romania in March and those departed on 29 
May. 

On July 20 they left on foot, from Sluck for Stary Dorogi, on the Moscow- Warsaw 
road, where the Lieutenant Barbi, pending repatriation, became commander of the camp, 
capable of around 30,000 seats. On September 15 began, at last, the final journey along the 
Ukraine-Romania-Hungary-Austria-Czechoslovakia route a hundred people left the train in 
Romania; other, usually formally part of the ARMIR or rounded up by the Soviets in the 
Balkans, tired of the long stay in the Soviet hands, moved away as soon as possible. On 19 
October last the railway convoy reached Milan). 
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Other soldiers were repatriated by air through the Allied Commission, flying from 
Bucharest to Rome and other Western capitals. 250 Italian left Romania with ordinary train, 
equipped with Russian passport to Vienna, where the International Red Cross had them then 
go on to Italy. 

In early November of 1945 also all the staff of the Legation (Ambassador Bova 
Scoppa with employees and staff; the three military officers; Gambino, Navarra, Fontana and 
his wife) returned: In the Legation was only the first Secretary. On November 29 the 
Assistance Office in Bucharest was closed. 

Last to leave Romania, December 14, 1945, was a column under the command of 
Lieutenant Ciccolo, with Dr. Antonelli, which included 32 people, mostly patients, including 
pregnant women, Romanian wives of Italian military personnel. These were: a bus, already 
over the attendant Military; a truck for food and luggage; a Fiat 1100. All vehicles were 
equipped with the marks of the Red Cross. On the steep climb to the crossing with Hungary, 
near the border, the bus had failed. It was joined a Romanian military hospital. Thanks to a 
part of the dollars that were part of the reserve of money that Ciccolo had with him, he was 
able to buy the complicity of some military Romanians and Russians and came into 
possession of a large Russian railway flat car with eight axes, on which were roughly loaded 
the vehicles, while the staff was housed in a railway car; the two railway wagons were 
provided with the markings of the Red Cross. Reached the border crossing, the Soviets 
proceeded to control the platform and personnel wagon; the convoy was made continue for 
Budapest which place took the master control of persons. By resorting to the same dollars of 
reserves they were acquired false documents that allowed the cars to be hooked on a train 
direct to Vienna. The convoy reached the Vienna East station, controlled by the Soviets, 
about midnight. Taking advantage of the time and making use of the usual dollars, it was 
possible to hook the flat car to a switching locomotive that brought him to the West Station, 
putting him in line to 
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a Soviet train. Valentine came to the gate control but rather, finally, an American locomotive 
brought the wagon instead to US control. Here it was performed a wide disinfection. After 
some time the wagon reached the Tarvisio American-Italian Stage Command and was 
allowed to continue to Italy, stopping in Bologna. Here the car was hooked to an "express 
train" which reached Rome on January 1, 1946, at 12:00, after a journey that lasted 18 days. 

The Commander Torri returned to Italy in May 1946. Still in that year they continued 
to come to Romania, especially to Timiscara, Italian soldiers from work and concentration 
camps in Yugoslavia. As was the case previously was difficult to say whether they were ex- 
prisoners or internees of the Germans or other. As of May 24 there were still 10 Italian 
soldiers in Romania. 
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7 gliamento e lancio di bombe da 


parte di aerei nemici ed é stata 
Presa souo il tiro delle batterie 






5 -> 0 


Miss 








7.10 s 567 - 5 S j Tuapse 11h Ys Durante I'agguato i Mas sono stati 
: a ca ae % : oe eee attaccati con cannoni di piccolo 
me calibro e mitragliere pesanti da 
2 vedette russe che sono state ef 
ficacemente controbattute com 
le armi di bordo. 
; h = 
> 19 18.30 Mas 566 - 575 Agguato a S E di C. Ido- 10514 
copas 
, hs = 
> 20 18.00 Mas 567-569 Agguato a S$ E di C. Ido- 100% 
= copas 
; h _ 
> 21 19.15 Mas 568-572 Agguato a S E di C. Ido- Obs ‘ 
7 575 copas ; 
i hip I Mas vengono attaccati da 2 mo- 
: 5 566 - 567 Diradamento notturno € 9 ' 
fr 7 eal uaa = = rotezione costa a N di tosiluranti russe. una delle que 
= yer a li lancia un siluro che colpisce 
“— il Mas 566 di striscio all’altezza 
del 1° redan senza esplodere. I 





Mas reagiscono efficamente con 
le armi di bordo, costringendo | 
le unita nemiche ad allontanar- ] 
si prima a desistere poi da un 
attacco contro il porto che vo- 
levano successivamente effet- 


22 0935 Mas 566-567 Trasferimento Anapa-Feo- 
S68 


4 
i 
Lvl 
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Segue. MISSIONI EFFETTUATE Dal Mas pat 1° OTTOBRE 1942 at 13 MaGGio 1943. = 
oo. 
a : -  Scopo della missione Dufata Avvenimenti 
Meese Giormmo Ora E = 
Apmle 435 (23 16.20 Mas 567-569 - Agguato a ponente di C. 12812 Missione ostacolata da avverse 
570 Idocopas condizioni metéorologiche. I 
Mas, individuati con lanci di 
bengala da parte di aerei ne- 
mici, sono stati intensamente 
ed a lungo sottoposti a mitra- 
gliamento e bombardamento 
| senza pero riportare alcun dan- 
| no. 
> 2: 13.15 Mas 569-570 Trasferimento Anapa-Feo- 9514 Il Mas 567ha rimorchiato 15% 
567 - 574 dosia che era stato gravemente dan- ui 
neggiato da bomba di aerep a 
sera del 19 nel porto di Ans 
pa. . 
- 23 18.00 Mas 568-572 Agguato sotto costa cau- 3h Missione interrotta causa mare. 
575 casica 
- 26 08.00 | Mas 568-572 Trasferimento Feodosia- Bh3zg — 
570 - Anapa 
- 26 17.15 | Mas 568-570 | Agguato sotto costa a sud 14214 — 
572 di Tuapse ° 


AZzEMO 2 


Idocopas 











i i tra C. Ilie 11h — 
8.3 567 Caccia antisom. | 
. ° weed, tidal C. Meganom 
i isom. tra C. 10h12 = 
3.35. Mas 570 Caccia antiso : 
j ° = : Ciauda e C. Takil 
i hi = 
16.00 Mas 566 - 567 Agguato a ponente di C. 15h 
‘ : lh Iodocopas 
' i ; C. 10h _ 
s 572 Caccia antisom. tra 
. : = Ciauda e C. Takil 
7 I — 
Mas 57( Caccia antisom. tra C. Chik gh J 
: ° — Altama e C. Meganom ; . 
istate ita di vigianzz nea 
fas 568 - 575 Agguato a NW di C. Ido- 14h1p2 Avvistata unita di 
= : ea. 
. . ‘a copas 
i i Cc. ghiy = 
if las 572 Caccia antisom. tra 
: : = —— Ciauda e C. Takil 
i hi = 
Mas 567 Caccia antisom. tra C. Chik Bhi 
. , acl i Altama e C. Meganom ; 
7 stati illuminati da ben- 
21.15 | Mas 567-572 Agguato protettivo tra C. hi, I on er? sn =] 
7 5 Mas = 2 . , 
: << Uirisc e Banco M. Mad: apna ag 
dalena ; danni. 
S67 - 57: Z 0 Anapa-Feo- — 
a 8 635 Mas 567-572 Trasferament naps 


ov 
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FFETTUATE Dal Mas par 1° 











Scopo della missione 


OTTOBRE 1942 41 13 MaGcio 1943 


Durata 

















572 


MISSIONI EFFETTUATE DAl SOMMERGIBILI C.B. DAL 1° OTTOBRE AL 2 


Meese 
Avvenimenti 
Meesin 3 if 19.15 
= 15 Mas 5 
fas 566 Caccia antisom. tra C. ghia 
Ciauda e C. Meganom : _ 
> 10 19.48 Mas 
fas 570 Caccia antisom. tra C. Chik Bhi, 
Altama e C. Meganom - m 
» ll 16.10 Mas 5 x 
-10 Mas 568-56 
= 56 Agguato a SE di C. Idoco- 4h Missi 
— 4issione interrotta in seguit 
iO 
: i oa avarie ai Mas 567 =e a 
s 572 Agguato protettivo tra C. 10h ll 5 seguito 
Utrisc e Banco M. Mad- at mr a 
ia | lisione col 566. - ‘ 
> 13 00.30 Mas 5 
3 Mas 568 Assistenza ai Mas 566 e 6hly : : 


2 NOVEMBRE 1942. 





Data dell'uscita 











Sebastopoli 





Unita 
mrrexipantl Scopo della missione Durata Avvenimenti 
Mes Giomo On paeey 
Oncbe 2213 18.30 CB. 1-6-4 Trasferimento Costanza 2g 204 | Trasferimento effete coe Ta 
Sebastopoli con caccia pe a Sulina - Orchaiow - a 
antisom. su alcuni tratti Metchet-Skadowss 
delle rotte di sicurezza 
> 16 12.00 CB.2 Trasferimento Costanza- 3g Trasferimento effettuato com tap 
Sebastopoli pa a Sulina. 
| 
> 16 — CB.3 Trasferimento Costanza- | bg 04h | 11Smg, dopo una tappa a Suma. = 


17 ottobre ha diretto per Seba- 
stopoli. Traversata ostacolata da 
condizioni meteorologiche mol- 
to avverse. A causa di un’avana 
al motore termico, non riparabr- 
le, il Smg, ha dovuto procedere. 
dalle 10.10 del giorno 18, con 
una vela di fortuna ed alle 11.00 
del 19 ha dato fondo nella baia 
di Karadgka. Alle 05.40 dei 20. 
essendosi spezzata per la vio- 
lenza del mare ba catena deil'an- 







OS] 
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Segue. Missi 


ONI EFFETTUATE Dal SOMMERGIBILI C.B. Dat 1° 


OTTOBRE AL 22 NOVEMBRE 1942. 











13 15.00 
16 11.00 
> 22 06.30 


li-Yalta e agguato ansi- 
= 2 


Sa GEeeeres> = aut 


CB. 2=4 Agguato protettivo a sud 
—_ di Yalta 
C.B. 2-4 Trasferimento Yalta-Seba- 


stopoli e agguato a sud 
di C. Saric 


C.B.1-2-4-6  Trasferimento da Sebasto- 
_ poli a Costanza con ri- 
cerca antisom. su alcu- 
ni tratti delle rotte di si- 

curezza 








—— : = 
Deez dell uscita 
Unita dell oi A F ti 
: 2 " Scopo della missione urata vvenimenti 
Meese Giomo Ora pene 
| cora ed essendo esaurita la ca- 
| rica degli accumulatori, jl Smg 
| € andato ad incagliare sulla co- 
sta. Alle 11.00 del 21 & stato di- 
| sincagliato e rimorchiato ad Ak 
| Mecet. Eseguite sommarie ripa- 
| tazioni é ripartito a rimorchio il 
27 per Costanza dove é giunto 
| il 31 dopo aver fatto tappe a. 
Ociack, Bugaz e Sulina. 
Omobre 2s 07.00 CB. 1-4 Trasferimento Sebastopo- “OhYy — 
li-Yalta 
> 7 15.00 CB.1-4 Agguato antisom. al largo | 1g igh — 
, di Yalta 
* 30 15.00 CB..1-4 Trasferimento Yalta-Se- 21h, — 
? | bastopoli e agguato 
notturno antisom. 5 
Novembre 2 12.10 | CB. 2-4 Trasferimento Sebastopo- 1 g 20h 


Trasferimento effettuato con oP 
pe a Ociack-Odess2- Busse Se 
lina. : 




















ZSI 










yl 
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MESSION] EFFETT ate I 
SSS! EFFETIUATE Dar SomMMERGIRNT S 
GIBILI C_B. petra | SQUADRIGLIA Dal 19 GIUGNO ALLS SETTEMBRE 1933 











a 
x 
Una 
= ans ots posserigaeni : Scopo della missione Durata Avvenimenti 
Gmgno 19 07.30 
07.30 | CB.1-4 * Addestramento 54 30m 
« 23 07. j _ 
: 2 0730 CB.1-4-6 Addestramento 4h 39m 
= 24 68.00 7 
4 08.00 CB. 1-4 Esercitazioni combinate 3h 

con navi di superficie — 

- 29 - issii 

CB. 3-6 Missione acque romeno- 5h 30m | 
bulgare | 7 
Z ¢ 
Lugo CB. 1-4 Perlustrazione acque ro- | F 

meno-bulgare 2 

« Rp 4 | 

CB. 1-4 Perlustrazione acque ro- rr 

meno-bulgare “. : 


« 22 01.00 CB.1-6 c | : 
B. Trasferimento Costanza- 29 5h 
- | £85" 30™ | Tl 23 ripara ina | 
ee “9 Miparano a Sulina per le ay- 
poli verse condizioni del mare. Ne 
‘partono per giungere a Seha- 
stopoli il 26 alle 12.30. 


2 iO 1 11.15 ck 3- ©) 1 4 Arrivano il 2ZOsto. 
4 Trasf mimento Costanza. 
s . 2 








Pattugliamento antisom- 2g 8° 357 Rientrano il 18. 








mergibile 
« 19 06.00 CB.3 Pattugliamento antisom- 3g 8 16™ Ha un‘avaria e rientra alle 07.30: 
mergibile |  riparte alle 08.40; rientra il 22. 
« 21 07.30 | CB.2 Trasferimento Costanza- 4g Giunge a Sebastopoli i 25 alle 
Sebastopoli 13.30. : 
« 22 6.10 CB.1-6 Pattugliamento antisom- 1 C.B. 7 alle 23.03.15 avwsez Ge 
: mergibile sommergibili e, deci mimi 
po, lancia due stun che aon 
dano dopo breve cosz ECB 7 
6 avvista un sommergihile allie © 
03.45 e lancia i due silun_ che 
anche loro funzionano male 
« 2: CB. 1-6 Pattugliamento antisom- Rientro alle 22.30. 
mergibile 
« 5 6.00 CB.3-4 Pattugliamento antisom- ; Avaria al timone, rientra e riparte | 
mergibile 26.01.15, il CB. 4 affonda un . 
sommergibile sovietico; il som- 
mergibile rientra alle 14.00. 
« 7 06.00 CB 2-6 Pattugliamento antisom- 3g 6° 30  Rientrano il 30. 
merpibie 
« 31 65 CBI Pumegiizmeno antisom- ig & Ricmara di 1 alle 15.45. | 


$$ 


meric 
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Segue: MISSION] EFFETTUATE DAI SOMMERGIBILI C.B. DELLA I SQUADRIGLIA DAL 19 GIUGNO ALL’8 SETTEMBRE 1943, 





Data dell'uscita 








| 





Unita 
] T | Anon Scopo della missione Durata Avvenimenti 
Mese | Giorno Ora a 
iif. | 
| “s 
Settembre, 1 06.45 | CB. 3 Pattugliamento antisom- _ 
| | mergibile r 
| | 
«| 07.00 | CB, 3 Pattugliamento antisom- Rientra il 6. 
| 8 
mergibile | 
| 
| . 
« 19.00 | C.B. 2 Pattugliamento antisom- | 1g 20) Rientra il 3 alle 15.00 a Sebasto- 
| mergibile poli. 
| | | 
«| } ‘CB I Pattugliamento antisom- ? 
| mergibile 
« C.B. 4 | Pattugliamento antisom- Rientra alle 01.45, 











mergibile 
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Transfer by trains of the Mas with camouflage. 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE XII MAS SQUADRON 
ON LAKE LADOGA 


(see Map no. 7) 


1.— THE SITUATION ON THE RUSSIAN NORTH FRONT IN APRIL 1942 AND 
REQUEST OF THE GERMAN NAVY. 


The German Navy had recently secured the intervention of our naval forces in the 
Black Sea when he saw even on Lake Ladoga a theater of operations for which our Mas, in 
the absence of his units, They seemed fit. 

At that time (April 1942) on the northern Russian front theater the siege of Leningrad 
was one of the most important ongoing operations. The city was surrounded for 4/5 by 
German and Finnish forces in the western Gulf of Finland was completely in German hands, 
closed by barrages of mines and controlled by light naval forces; south and south-east 
German forces had cut all communications from Leningrad railway to the west, south-west 
and south-east and were facing a short section of Lake Ladoga, near Schlusselburg; Finally, 
to the north, on the Karelian front, Finnish forces closed the encirclement, roughly on the old 
frontier of 1939. It remained open a passage to the east, across to Lake Ladoga, the only 
possible way to supply Leningrad with her three million inhabitants; a bridge of about ten 
kilometers dimpled into the Gulf of Schlusselburg merely a few miles the proper route 
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of running water, moreover, along the southern coast of the lake, in the lower depth and 
protected to the north by vast mined belts and south from coastal batteries and lookout posts. 

Light vessels, consisting of gunboats, motor torpedo boats, armed steamers, ensured 
the direct escort of convoys, to which was added discreet air protection by the Russian 
fighters, divided among the relatively nearby fields. 

It was therefore necessary to block or at least undermine such traffic; but this need is 
also added to guard against any surprise attacks and Russian landings in the coastal area in 
the hands of the Finns. 

The lack of means in the two navies suitable for the purpose had hitherto prevented 
the study of any concrete plan, until there arose the idea that the Italian Navy with its Mas 
contribute to resolve the looming problem. So, on April 21, 1942, the Command of the 
German Navy in Italy sent to the General Staff of the Italian Navy the following letter. 


“The Supreme Command of the Germanic Armed Forces instructed the 
Seekriegsleintung to examine the possibility for the preparation of vessels on Lake Ladoga. 
The Seekriegsleintung considers Lake Ladoga as very suitable for the use of units of the type 
of Italian Mas. 

”Since units of this kind or similar are not available in the German Navy, the 
Seekriegsleintung will appeal to the General Staff of the Royal Italian Navy with the question 
whether the Royal Italian Navy would be willing and could provide some Mas for use on 
Lake Ladoga. 

"In case of the affinitive, the Seekriegsleintung would like to know how many units 
can be assigned and when they can be ready for shipment; also it addresses questions about 
the time that is deemed necessary for the performance of the transport. 

“In Response to information obtained from the Command of the Finnish Armed 
Forces can be transported there by land units of 50 tons, 40 meters long and 4 wide. 
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"As the matter is very urgent, the Seekriegsleintung would be particularly grateful for 


an urgent decision by the Italian Navy. 
WEICHOLD”. 


Three days later (April 24) was followed to the letter transcribed above this one: 


“Tn continuation of the aforementioned letter referred to the Seekriegsleintung 
communicates, as a complement, the following: 

1 - On Lake Ladoga the Soviet naval forces has the following: 

11 torpedo boats and gunboats, 

32 minesweepers, 

9 transport steamers, 

17 tugs, 

25 (about) other vessels and boats. 

2™ - The tasks for their naval forces are as follows: 

a) protection of the coastal zone of Lake in Finnish hands from attempted Soviet 
landing; 

b) attack on the Soviets transport of supplies to Leningrad across the lake. 

3" - The Finnish forces available for such a task are not sufficient. The German 
Armed Forces depolyed on Lake Ladoga to support the Finnish coastal mine-laying boats (16 
tons., Speed 26 knots, machine gun, four torpedoes) and Siebel pontoons armed with light 
guns and automatic weapons, in part also equipped as a minelayer. 


“The Seekriegsleintung asks again for prompt communication of the decision taken 
by the Royal Italian Navy on the question about the use of Italian Mas on Lake Ladoga“. 
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2.—- PREPARATION OF THE UNITS. - ORGANIZATION OF THE TRANSFER AND 
BASES. 


Accepting the German request was destined to Lake Ladoga were Mas 526 -527 -528 
-529 the new type (20 tons. -2000Hp -47 Knots) with which the XII Mas Squadron was 
formed in La Spezia, under capitano di corvetta [Lt. Cmdr] Bianchini. 

Similar to what had been done shortly before for the units to be sent in Black Sea, 
arrangements were made with the Germanic Navy and Finnish about the shipping of the Mas 
and all the logistical issues, operational and disciplinary inherent in the permanence of them 
on Lagoda : for this purpose capitano di fregata [Cmdr.] Morale, while Captain Bernardini 
was again sent to Berlin, was commissioned to make a complete survey of the route to follow 
to detect the conditions of the route and identify the actions that must be prepared to ensure 
the smooth completion of the trip, making arrangements with the German and Finnish 
authorities. 

To transfer the following routes were established: 

-via Road, La Spezia -Brennero -Innsbruck -Monaco -Stettino; 

-via the sea, on the steamer, from Szczecin to Helsinki; 

-via sea, Saima Canal and Lakes, from Helsinki to Punkasalmi, in tow; 

-to railway, from Punkasalmi to Lahdenpohja; 

-via the lake, with its own means, by Lahdenpohja to Sortanlahti. A total of 3105 km. 

For the operational dependence was established that the orders for the employment 
would be given by the Finnish General Command, by the commander of the defense of Lake 
Ladoga resident at Lahdenpohja (Colonel Jarvinen) 

For the disciplinary part and inspection the Mas would remain instead under the 
dependencies of the Italian Admiral, Chief of the Liaison Office with the German Navy, 
based in Berlin (Ammiraglio di divisione [Rear Adm.] Bertoldi) 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 163 


As the seat of the operational base was chosen at Sortanlahti: sheltered by a small 
cove, equipped with dock, surrounded by dense forests of fir trees that made it almost 
invisible aerial observation and located a relatively short distance from the communication 
lines of the enemy, could be considered it meets the purpose well. 

As a logistics base Lahdenpohja was preferred, already equipped with warehouses, 
workshops and rail link. 

The Finnish Navy was provided to complete equipment for accommodation, canteens, 
kitchens, warehouses, etc. The staff, consisting of seven officers, 19 NCOs and 63 ratings 
and sailors, was placed in comfortable cabins, spacious and well heated, which were mounted 
in the interior of the forest, a short distance from the dock. 

For communications was willing to plant an r.t. station at Sortanlahti to be served 
between the operating units and the command of the squadron; a telephone network linking 
Lahdenpohja, Sortanlahti and Kivisalmi (considered base-reserve if any), and a teletype 
connected Lahdenpohja with Helsinki. From the latter you could communicate by teletype to 
Berlin and Rome. 

Ciphers were written in common in Italian, German and Finnish. 


3. - TRANSFER OF MAS AND PERSONNEL FROM LA SPEZIA TO THE OPERATING 
BASE. 


The convoy of Mas, whose conduct was adopted by the Fumagalli company of Milan, 
the Mas with no propellers or rudders or superstructures, loaded on special sledges, left La 
Spezia on May 25, 1942 and performed the route with the following itinerary: 

May 25 La Spezia-Berceto 

“26. Berceto-Reggio Emilia 
27. Reggio Emilia-Bolzano 


66 
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May 28: Bolzano-Fortezza 
“29. Fortress-Brenner-Schwaz (Innsbruck) 
30. Schwaz-Oberdudorf (with unloading and reloading Mas for underpass 
transit, on rollers) 
June 1: Oberaudorf-Monaco 

“2. Monaco-K6ditz 

“3. Kiiditz-Berlin 

“ 4. Berlin-Stettin. 


66 


At Szczecin had meanwhile arrived the special train which had departed May 30 from 

La Spezia with the staff and the various materials; everything was already loaded on the 

German steamer Thielbeck of 4,800 tons. He then immediately began boarding the Mas 
Evening of June 6 departure of the Thielbeck from Stettin; arrival in Helsinki on the 

morning of June 9. 

June 9 to 12: stop in Helsinki. 

June 12 to 16: the trailer of Mas (for sections) from Helsinki to Vijpuri by sea and Vijpuri to 
Punkasalmi through the Saima Canal and Finish lakes. 

June 17: Start of operations of hauling a Mas at a time on the appropriate call; subsequent 
loading of each Mas on railway car 

19 June: departure of the train with the first Mas (disguised with branches), the truck of fuel 
and ammunition, and the crew, for Lahdenpohja. 

June 19-20-21: Lahdenpohja departures for the other three Mas. A Lahdenpohja the Mas 
were put in the water, one after another, by means of a stop and a slide specially 
constructed. 

June 20: Departure of Mas 527 and 528 from Lahdenpohja by its own means and finish in 
Sortanlahti. 

June 21 to 22: departure of Mas 526 and 529 c.s. 
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On 22 June the XI Squadron met in full at the operational base of Sortanlahti after 
covering the total of 3105 km of the route in 26 days. 

There were no drawbacks noteworthy: all staff, in each category, worked with the 
greatest commitment, with a spirit of sacrifice, diligence and expertise: our sailors, the 
Fumagalli company, Italian and German sappers, German and Finnish sailors, everyone 
scrambled because transportation might be fulfilled in the best possible way. In addition to 
the difficulty of the underpass of Oberaudorf, which we have already said, they showed up in 
Bolzano to a bottleneck which required the removal of a piece of the wall of a house (1). 

The assistance given by the Finns was greatly facilitated in the presence in the Navy 
of several officers who had followed the courses of our Naval Academy and spoke Italian 
very well (2). 


4, - CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES FOR USING MAS ON LAKE LAOOGA. 


On this subject we have to keep us quite a long time before speaking for the actions 
of the Mas, because we need to explain fully a situation where the use of small torpedo doors 
fatally crippled and not corresponding to the prospects, hopes, with which the Italian Navy 
had sent to the sixtieth parallel those four modern boats, fast, well-armed, well-controlled and 
well-equipped; representative selection of the kind of offensive weapon which it had very 
right to call initiator and specialist. 





(1) We, too, in 1439, during the transport of the Venetian galleys in Note on page 7 was necessary to 
break down the edges of some houses of the village of Nago. The owners do not greeted with hostility the 
measure and were promptly compensated, also the South Tyrolean owner was compensated promptly and 
thoroughly welcomed the decision but in a totally different! 

(2) First among them the Commodore Rahola, commander of the Finnish fleet that had also 
participated, in 1924, as an officer on board a cruise in Northern Europe with the R. Scout Carlo Mirabello. 
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The Mas of the XII Squadron at the Cisa Pass (1041 m) 


Indeed, over the operating directives in that area, the situation was delicate, because it was 
dominated by no small number of authorities and commands that interfered in those 
directives, often with views disparities: authority and command of the Navy, Army and Air 
Force; authorities and central and local commands; authorities and commands, German, 
Finnish, Italian. 

The first contacts took place at the end of June 1942, in Helsinki, in a meeting which 
was attended by the Admiral Bertoldi, chief of the Liaison Office with the High Command of 
the German Navy, representatives of the Finnish Navy and Admiral von Bonin, the chief of 
the German liaison with the Finnish Navy. 

The Admiral Bertoldi, who had previously visited the XIJ Mas Squadron in 
Sortanlahti and had held talks with commander 
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Bianchini and with Colonel Jarvinen commander of the defense of the Ladoga, Supermarina 
reported on the meeting mentioned above, with a report of 4 July 1942 n. prot. 116 SRP) as 
follows: 

“The Situation in Ladoga is as follows;” 

“There is currently nighttime darkness: this will start from next August increasing 
gradually.” 

“There are at the present periods of mists, except in rare cases.” 

“On Ladoga, like everywhere in Finland, reigns complete silence, so the roar of the 
Mas engines is audible at a great distance.” 

“Missing therefore, the present state of things, the usual right Mas ambush 
environment, therefore, for now, can not be maintained.” 





The crewmen’s canteen. 
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“Until the advance of the season these conditions will not change and before the start 
of the ice (about mid-December, subject to certain exceptions) the only effective way to 
operate the Mas is then appeared the following: the boats of the Squadron, on notice of aerial 
exploration that discovered an enemy convoy under way, from the base escorted by fighter, 
to the convoy attack (about 2 hours of navigation are necessary) to about half of its way to 
avoid that it has time to return the base or to seek refuge still under the protection of the 
Soviet minefields and coastal batteries. 

“To Achieve the above, you must: 

a) abolish the dividing line lat. 60° 30' delimiting the Ladoga the Finnish north action 
areas and south German; and create a common area of operations for the allied forces; 

b) establish direct communications (now nonexistent) among German aircraft in 
exploration flight and the command of the defense of the Ladoga and the command of the 
naval units located there, so that departures Mas and fighters are timely in relation to the 
distance involved that Russian ships must travel. 

c) distribute to Mas anti-tank ammunition, of which the German authorities have in 
abundance, for the A.A. gun aboard to allow them an aggressive naval operation and 
defensive, as the Russian ships are relatively laurel tonnage, heavily armed with A.A and 
anti-ship cannons. 

“Having felt ventilated the idea that the commander of the German minelayer 
squadron intended to Ladoga, the equal rank but senior Commander Bianchini, would have 
taken command taking it away from Colonel Jarvinen, I pointed out the absolute need to 
avoid this measure for following reasons: 

a) Finland is exhausted; we must spare her in every way as it is essential to carry her 
with us until the end of the conflict. 

b) It would therefore be harmful to take a measure that would offend 
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in the person of the commander of the defense of the Ladoga and through it in the person of 
General Commander of the Finnish coastal defense; alienating their sympathy, which is deep, 
and creating friction to be avoided. 

c) All the more so as, in fact, such a change would bring harm without providing real 
benefits. The command of the sea unit is entrusted with this commander and is then easy to 
see that the intervention of the units of the 1“ German air fleet will only make quite formal 
effectiveness of the command entrusted to the Finns. 

d) By keeping things as they are and that is saving their own sake, we can take 
advantage of the friendly help of the Finnish authorities, for the undisputed practice which 
have of their country, for the preparation of these actions to the defense of the base, for 
assistance of all their coastal accommodation and for the welcome that our crews are very 
wide, within the limits of the modest local possibilities, the Finnish national territory. 

“These considerations, first of all based on logic, they also find support in the fact 
that Colonel Jarvinen is a accommodating person and great common sense and, like all his 
compatriots, of deep seriousness and sincere loyalty. So you can get from him, with each 
breath, whatever is needful I talked about it with both commander Bianchini, and with 
Admiral von Bonin in Helsinki, and finally with the S.K.L. in Berlin and I must admit that I 
quickly found all consenting opinion expressed. The work seems to start auspiciously.” 

“Likewise we are all consenting on current use of Mas directives; I could not, why 
not expected and indeed not appropriate, make direct contact with the command of the 1“ 
German air fleet; but this will be done, more effectively, in the middle of the S.K.L..” 


From this report we see that basically, despite good intentions and harmony of views 
of all, the use of Mas had to be conditioned to various circumstances and needs 
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for which it became unrealistic and even dubious. But we see how, about a month after the 
Helsinki meeting on which Admiral Bertoldi had reported, the situation was expected by 
Commander of the XII Squadron in a report on July 24 (n 14 SRP) Commander Bianchini 
after having described the encirclement of Leningrad (which in various relations is called by 
the ancient name of Petersburg) and the operations with which the Russians sought to supply 
the city, descriptions very similar to what we did at the beginning of this chapter, that the 
situation did not change considerably after three months, so it continues: 


“At the beginning, the following was agreed with the Finnish Command of Ladoga 
(Lahdenpohja): 











MAS loaded on the steamer Thielbeck departing from Stettion. 
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The Mas 528 on the slipway. 





“The task of the Mas is to attack the line of communication from Russian gap of Uusi 
Laatokka (Novaya Ladoga) to Morja.” 

“In the summer, given the high latitude, there is virtually night in this area and 
therefore of Mas actions must have daytime attack characteristics.” 

“The Finnish Command on Ladoga has therefore decided to subordinate Mas's 
military missions to safe air sightings trying to exploit any fog days, in any case giving aerial 
escort in order to achieve an agreed attack in order to increase the possibilities for success, 
being dependent on those Mas alone in the rather scarce daylight against small and 
powerfully armed targets.” 

“This project has not yet been implemented by unfavorable opportunities presented.” 

“Then in early July has started the movement 
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of German forces to this area.” 

“First they are located on the south-eastern side of the isthmus of Karelia for the 
fighter aviation units that were placed in the most advanced fields Finns units, few in number 
and have mostly not very modern equipment and lack of autonomy.” 

“Up to that time the German air force, whose scope extended northward on Ladoga to 
the parallel 60° 30', started from fields located on the southern coast of the Gulf of Finland.” 

“In agreements with estimates made, the Finnish Command had informed of this 
extreme limit of action of German aircraft which coincided with that to the south of its 
aircraft; practically, in this case, just in the mentioned area would fail the Finnish aviation 
assistance which until then had been possible to make arrangements directly to intervene in 
time, ongoing communications with the German command of Reval only through the 
Supreme Command.” 

“About the same time came to Lahdenpohja the first Germanic vessels, a squadron 16 
ton minelayer. controlled by a sub lieutenant and a lieutenant commander chief of the 
expedition.” 

“These units, which had been announced the arrival, at first, for July 7: will not come 
home to Sortanlahti that towards the end of the month, having to repair the damage to the 
clutch, having accomplished by its own means the transfer by Helsinki to Punkasalmi.” 

“approximate characteristics of the units:” 

unloaded: 

maximum speed 31 knots; cruising speed 25 knots. 

Loaded with mine: top speed 25 knots Armament: 1 machine gun 15 mm. 
Portage of 6 magnetic mines of 500 kg. 

Petrol engines; underwater silent exhausts. 

“Towards the middle of the month began to move to Lahdenpohia, disassembled, 
special pontoons of which was commenced on 
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assembly and which subsequently will also deploy to Sortanlahti. 

“Such pontoons, from what we saw in the photographs shown by the Germans, 
consist, in essential lines, two long hulls thirty meters, floaters in the water about a meter, 
connected by a sturdy framework protected by armor plates. It said the heavy type is armed 
with four 88 mm cannons and 20 mm machine guns with multiple barrels They develop a 
speed of 10 knots. They have a range finder and central A/A. They are armed with Air Force 
personnel, Flak unit. (3) and commanded by a lieutenant colonel of the same arm. Their 
creator is Lieutenant Colonel Siebel, who came to the scene to ensure its accommodation.” 

“Their number is now expected in 21 of which half of the heavy type.” 

“The task of these units is to run aground on the coast of the enemy at a distance to 
bring them closer together given limited draft to form a solid bridgehead of well armed and 
discreetly armored bridge through which will flow out the landing forces brought by means 
of lightweight type who will support these units.” 


“A provision of the German group (Einsatstab Fdhre Ost) of mine-laying and special 
means was put a group of 15 fighter aircraft and a core of 7 reconnaissance aircraft. A r.t. 
station the connection must also be fitted at Sortanlahti. A unit of the Luftwaffe will also 
support the actions of Mas Squadron.” 

“The aim of sending these means is to mine the enemy's route and especially to make 
landing assault troops behind enemy lines on the front of the Isthmus of Karelia.” 

“Tn this area the Russians seem to have implanted a system of very fortified lines 
(something like 5 lines), deployed in depth, difficult to overcome with frontal attacks and that 
given the nature and extent of the land (forests) does not allow deployment of armored forces 
nor the war of movement.” 





(3) Name given to the Air Force personnel for A/A defense. 
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“At Present on this front the Russians and Finns face each other in a guerrilla war of 
position and disruptive actions.” 

“The whole German offensive system implanted on Ladoga will not be ready and 
efficient in the second half of August. By that time it seems to be completed the whole 
offensive deployment of encirclement against Leningrad.” 

“The modern means of siege experienced against Sevastopol will be for that time 
deployed on this front.” 

“The Russians, who had suspected such a movement of German forces to this area, 
try to get news through informants equipped with radios that frequently are launched in this 
period in the area close to this front.” 

“The German command in order not to reveal its presence until the time of the action 
decided to minimize their activity in the current period; the same fighter fittings perform, for 
now, flight guidance and are not involved in combat operations near the front.” 

“The same recommendation was addressed to this squadron that will operate directly 
in conjunction with the German group.” 

“The current location of our Mas Squadron is in an area unfavorable to its use 
(German and Finnish Mas only work in the Gulf of Finland) given the small size of the 
targets and the characteristics of the area, so the ventured risk does not propose a reasonable 
reward, was requested by the Germans with almost certain reference to the blocking and of 
landing they intend to perform in the area of the Karelian isthmus area which faces the 
Ladoga.” 

“This, for the purpose of uniting fast naval forces units with the task of protecting, 
exploring, escort in supplement the air and especially our Mas, which because of their size 
are suitable for transshipment from the Baltic to Ladoga”. 


It is quite clear that the last part of the report contains as Commander Bianchini 
suspected that the real reason for the 
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which our Mas were required on Ladoga was to attack the Russian traffic in the southern part 
of the lake. 

In fact, things became even more complicated when the pontoons reached the lake 
(Fahre Boote or Siebelfahre, named after its inventor Colonel Siebel) with attached 
motorboats for transporting troops - Infanterie Boote (IB) -. This complex of units, armed 
with Flak staff, was practically in command of a lieutenant colonel of the Flak as well, who 
had a tendency to - overdo it - and to consider the Italian Mas almost at his disposal, to 
moderate these views had to intervene not only Commander Bianchini, but also the our 
added naval attaché in Helsinki Commander Cini and Admiral Bertoldi in Berlin. The latter 
in fact wrote Supermarina: (n. prot. 148 SRP -4 September 1942): 


“..1t was clear with S.K.L. not too constraining the use of the Mas to the use of the 
Siebelfahre, especially for their direct protection. The speed of the aforementioned pontoons, 
which is around 10 miles, not allows the rest, as the S.K.L. has readily acknowledged, a 
convenient use of Mas in relation to the specific qualities of their engines.” 

“Colonel Siebel is the designer of the pontoons that are named after him (Siebelfahre) 
and has no control functions. I have however drawn attention to the S.K.L. on the alleged 
intervention of the aforementioned superior officer or the Flak staff in the conduct of 
operations on Ladoga”. 


The pontoons began in the third week of August drills, even with our Mas, and in 
early September the sortie for military action. 

Meanwhile, our Mas had achieved successes, as we shall see in the next section; but 
soon learned that the Russians, whether as a result of these successes, for both the concern of 
pontoons with their armament had a predominant weight on the conduct of operations, had 
changed, and we'll see 
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this also, the traffic mode for the supply of Leningrad so that against it very little remained to 
be done, as the facts then demonstrated. 

However, from the first weeks of activity of our Mas (late July-early August) it began 
to dawn the belief that those units would have had a much better range of applications in the 
Gulf of Finland than on Ladoga; of course, before this belief was shared by all the concerned 
commands and be turned into the decision, passed the time. We will see that unfortunately 
the Mas could not then be employed in the Gulf of Finland. 

Now, on the situation that was summarized can give you some interesting details by 
transcribing a report of Commander Cini naval attaché in Helsinki on August 24, 1942 (Prot. 
109 HS) or almost a month after the start of combat activity of the Mas. 

The report is the following. 


“On Ladoga, as on all fronts held by Finns there is tendency to establish a rather 
static-defensive war than aggressive.” 

“This explains why both following the severe losses suffered in the reconquest of 
Karelia, and for fear of America, and finally to the growing difficulties in which we find the 
village for supplies, the enthusiasm for the continuation of the war is very decreased and 
already circulating rumors of inability to spend another winter in the war.” 

“At Present on Ladoga, in addition to the XII Squadron, there are the following naval 
forces:” 

“by the Germans.” 

6 speedboats minelayer 15 tons. Armed with machine guns; 

7 armed pontoons with 3 AA guns. 88 mm, a 37 anti-tank gunner and 20 mm; 

7 pontoons lighter, with 37 cannons and multiple machine guns 20 mm 
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“These means consists of two river motorboats connected together by solid transverse 
partition walls with armored superstructure on which are placed the weapons and the central 
control and shooting director. The free part of the hulls is filled with parallelepipeds of ultra- 
light material to ensure buoyancy even in case of failure. The speed is around 8 knots. The 
crew is made up of the staff of the Flak, unfamiliar with navigation.” 

“From the Russian side: 

2 torpedo boats of 500 tons., Fast enough, armed with two 102 mm cannons and 
machine guns: one of them would develop a breakdown; 

4 to 7 lagoon steamships of small tonnage ships, 50 to 60 meters long, armed with 2 
or 4 cannons of 130 mm and many machine guns. (The guns are modern type and shoot well 
over the 20,000 m); 

5 MTB, One with metal hull, armed with machine guns and a cannon 12.7 20 mm; 

32 minesweepers with 45 mm cannon and 7 machine guns; 

1 or 2 subs of 300 tons. but whose existence, however, is unsafe. 

“Following the arrival on the lake of the German units the projects use of Mas have 
become more complex but still uncertain and vague, moving away from those who would 
respond to their specific characteristics.” 

“On the part of the Finnish Command there is more clarity of vision and better 
understanding of the best opportunities for employment of the Mas.” 

“From the command of the German Flak, in contrast to the German Navy, it relies 
heavily on the use of new means, and it would be desirable for the Italian Mas to be given 
both protective and hydrophobic and exploratory assignment during missions of the armed 
pontoons.” 

“There is a tendency on the part of the German High Command to take on directly the 
direction of the sea going offensive, bypassing the Finnish authorities. This results in a 
deficiency of certain 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 178 


cooperation, necessary both for unity of views, it is, especially, in the field of information, 
very important having the Germans the aid of the aerial reconnaissance.” 

“The commander of the Flak, in addition to not know exactly the best way to use of 
the Mas, he overestimates the protective capacity deeming them to be entrusted with tasks of 
torpedo boat.” 

“About opinions on whether to transfer or not the XII Squadron into another area, in 
principle the various authorities all agree in believing a better use of these resources in the 
Gulf of Finland than on Ladoga.” 

“General Valve, commander of the Navy, wanted to transport them immediately to 
Helsinki and if them back on Ladoga and if or when carried out an offensive against the 
German sector of Petersburg.” 

“The Admiral Von Bonin, a German naval officer, thinks that during the offensive 
against Petersburg that he believes may have 
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Lahdenpohja: Mas on triangular sled begins the slope descent (June 1942) 
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beginning in September and October there will be the opportunity to hit the Russian traffic 
on Ladoga stepped up by the evacuation of the city; according to him, after that the offensive 
the Mas would be better spent in the Gulf of Finland.” 

“Colonel Jarvinen, commander of the defense on the Ladoga and director of 
operations in this sector, sees great potential for the use of the lake Mas given the small size 
of the ships employed by the Russians for traffic, often those designed as towed, and their 
strong powerfully armed escort of small and craft; and why this season, when the nights start 
to get the necessary hours of darkness, navigation generally strong winds make it difficult for 
those ships; later form the ice, as soon as that elsewhere. He therefore considers it would be 
good to move the Mas to the Gulf of Finland will be ready as soon as the slipway, that is, 
towards the end of September; continuing until that time to employ the Mas on the occasions 
that you can think appropriate without risking them unnecessarily.” 

“Colonel Siebel of the Flak believes to succeed in Ladoga from the collaboration of 
Italian and German vessels. He would then want to continue for as long as possible the 
permanence of these units on Ladoga.” 

“German Lieutenant Commander von Ramm, commander of the minelayer Launches 
Squadron, was totally opposed to the use of these units on Ladoga, so much so that he left for 
Berlin to point out that his point of view and never returned, leaving the Squadron command 
to a lieutenant.” 

“The project of use of the Mas by the German headquarters of the Flak, I consider 
contrary to the constructive attributes and armament of such resources and not suited to their 
ability.” 

“T got the feeling that the Flak Command, having discarded the advice of the German 
Navy, wanting attempt to in any way to achieve success, employing his armed barges in open 
water, but did not have sufficient knowledge of maritime war; therefore he calls for the 
collaboration of the Italian Mas escort 
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to protect its units with smoke and concealment in case of enemy attack.” 

“For example, he proposed to me a project was to stretch out at night armed pontoons 
parallel to the lake to catch the return to their bases to the Russian units out on patrol. The 
Mas should have, with the hydrophone auscultation, warning of the approach of the enemy in 
time; then, in case of enemy upper hand in the battle, with a smoke screen concealing the 
retreat of the Germans pontoons.” 

“Apart from the fact that for such use it would be sufficient for any type of equipped 
motorboat, for their lack of speed and a minimum possibility of maneuver; but instead they 
have the quality to be very well used for mobile anti-aircraft defense and on a temporary 
base, or to support along the coast to land actions.” 

“This I tried to explain to Colonel Siebel, also explaining what the specific attributes 
of Mas for their rational use.” 

“Commander Bianchini proposed to me likely the hypothesis that the real purpose of 
sending to Ladoga of these German special means is not to attack the Russian traffic as you 
would have us believe; but to support along the coast of Ladoga possible future actions 
breaking the Russian defensive lines of the Karelian isthmus.” 

“Tf that were true you would understand the reason to maintain the highest 
confidentiality, even with allies, because this would not be accepted by the Finnish where, 
especially in that area, you do not want, for the reasons stated in the beginning of the present, 
to undertake offensive operations.” 

“From the above you could understand the German tendency to take the direction of 
the bypassing operations from the Finnish military authorities.” 

“Tn on the movement of the Gulf of Finland of the XII Squadron, I was able to give 
the opinions of the various military authorities 
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and they would all agree to perform towards the end of September.” 
Lieutenant Commander 
CORRADO CINIT” 


Despite the agreement of opinions, not towards the end of September, but by the end 
of October our Mas left Lake Ladoga. 
But now it is time to move on to the narrative of their enterprise. 


5. - CLASH OF 15 AUGUST 1942. SINKING OF A RUSSIAN GUNBOAT. 


After a suitable period of exercises, on July 25 the XII Squadron began war activity. 
sorties, missions and transfers, from July 25 to October 22, are all listed in the table at the 
end of this chapter. 

Squadron was however reduced to three boats because the Mas 526, precisely on July 
25, in the move from Sortavala to Sortanlahti after repairing a flaw caused by a collision with 
the Finnish MTB Sisu, found himself at one point surrounded by dense fog and hit 
Mokerikko island, causing serious damage to the forward part of the hull. Able to return by 
their own means to Sortavala the Mas had to be put back under repair and could go back to 
sea only in early October. 

The Mas 527, 528, 529 therefore there began to go out for exploratory missions to 
search for a supposed submarine, for support to Finnish units on patrol, for landing 
informants. The Finnish Command would still not start the systematic search of Russian 
convoys considering it too risky and little opportunity as yet lacked the necessary nocturnal 
darkness; However, the opportunity to meet the enemy did not wait too long. 

On 14 August at 19:40 coming from the Sortanlahti the Mas 527 and 528 
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to land informants on the Russian coast, according to the orders received from the Finnish 
Command. 

We report the performance of the action from the report of the commander of the Mas 
527 sottotenente di vascello [Lieutenant (jg)] Renato Bechi (see map no. 7): 

“15.40. - I leave the mooring and head to the main [objective] -, according to the 
operation order received, for Saunaniemi where I have to take on two informants who I 
should bring to the south of Toserova. Mas has taken on my boarding Finnish Lieutenant 
Herlevi. For section with me is Mas 528.” 

“at 20:16. - Stop the main because I'm approaching the Russian front. Mas 528 stops, 
as it will remain in my support north of Saunaniemi; but instead it is forced to return at 00:55 
for damage to the starboard engine.” 

“at 21:20. - We are abeam of Saunaniemi; I head to the coast as a motorboat 
approaches with the people who will board the Mas.” 

“at 21:29. -The Motorboat is docked: boarding two official Finns and the two 
informants, former Russian prisoners in uniform of Russian officers. I take in tow the boat 
with which the two persons will reach the coast.” 

“at 21:42. - I go normal with the auxiliaries per 90 ° course.” 

“22:37 Hours. — I turn for route 120°” 

“at 00:03 (August 15). I head south for estimating now that they are already quite far 
from the coast. Several land based search lights scan the sky and the lake; many times I 
believe to be discovered but have never taken by the beam of a search light. On the coast 
they are observed numerous lights that seem launched from aircraft and tracers of 
machineguns; I think it's an air strike. 

“at 01:23. - [run toward the coast with 270 ° course, decreasing the RPM of the 
engine so that we are less noisy. The night is very dark, the sky is covered with clouds, so the 
visibility is poor and I can not see the coast.” 
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“at 2:00. - I can finally glimpse the coastline that is very low at this point.” 

“at 2:09. - am very close to the ground, at a distance that I think not more than two 
miles; stop the engines and tranship to the raft the two people.” 

“at 0235. - I start the auxiliaries again and run 90 ° to get away from the coast before 
dawn.” 

“at 2:40. -The engineer who had come on deck to get some air tells me that he seems 
to see a dark spot on the horizon. Point the binoculars in the direction (60 ° off the starboard 
bow) and I see that it comes from smoking. I keep staring until it outlines the silhouette of a 
ship which I appreciate navigating with route 300°, speed 8 knots, distance 1000 m. Order 
battle stations and the torpedoes are prepared immediately to launch; Meanwhile, I put all the 
bar straight to direct on the enemy and warn the engineer to be ready to start the main. Due to 
strong winds from the SW and waves on the lake the Mas approaches slowly, therefore to the 
ship's stern and I have the impression that it turns to starboard. At the same time sighted a 
second shape, the more distant, stern to the first. From the moment I lose sight of enemy 
ships because of the increased darkness towards the west; continuing the turn to return to 
revise the enemy. I take route 320° and after a few minutes sighted again, on my left, the two 
ships with a reversed route (counter to my Mas) minimum speed, the nearest about 400 m 
away.” 

“Start of the turn to execute the attack with auxiliary engines; but given the wind and 
Lake conditions the Mas does not approach. Meanwhile the enemy ship reaches my traverse 
distance of 300 m around and begins to report me with lightning; The lookout at the same 
time tells me the sighting of a third ship to starboard aft, route 100°.” 

“Considered the inability to launch against the ship that signaled to me and I saw I 
was now discovered, it decided to stick with the main ship sighted astern.” 
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“Moments later the setting in motion of the principal the enemy reaction begins with 
heavy machine gun fire by the three ships; my dashboard for the first time is struck. 
Continuing the turn to starboard while the enemy reaction increases in intensity with well 
centered shooting: My Mas is struck again. I order to open fire with the 20 mm. guns against 
the ship which I initially directed the attack, firing nine magazines with anti-aircraft bullets 
(tracer rounds) and anti-tank, managing to pull off most of the shots, given the short and the 
distance of the target size. Continuing the attack and bring me to the target angle, at 300 m 
distance, beta 80°, at 03:02 I order the simultaneous out of the pair. Then I disengage on the 
left by fogging. Few seconds later I have a strong explosion and I see that the ship against 
which I have launched is covered by a mass of water; Mas suffers a jolt. The affected ships 
shall immediately cease to shoot; I see her slowly down until you can see the deck almost at 
water level. The other two ships continue the intense fire, but soon after I am out of the reach 
of their machine guns. 

“At 1400 rpm turn to return; Meanwhile, do the radio telegram of the sinking. 

“04:05 hours. — I see Konivitsa Island; I raise the black flag. 

“04:43 hours. -I moored to Sortanlahti dock. 

Sottotenente di Vascello 
Commander 
RENATO BECH.” 


The ship sunk was gunboat from about 800 tons. Class "Bira" (length 60 m 10 knots - 
speed -armament: [V/75; HI gun of 45 and III of 20); one of the largest existing on Ladoga 

The action of the Mas 527 was conducted with enthusiasm and determination, 
approaching from the very beginning, when the main engines were slow to get going, a 
situation that had become quite critical 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 187 


inasmuch as the Mas was subjected, at a short distance, to a violent reaction to enemy fire. 
The following attack, when the surprise factor was dropped, was conducted entirely under 
fire and at extremely close range. 


6. - THE CLASHES OF AUGUST 28 AND 1°’ SEPTEMBER. — THE SINKING OF A 
LOADED BARGE. 


Other successful action, and carried out with courage and determination, as facilitated 
by good visibility and made no strong contrast, it occurred on August 28 by Mas 528, under 
the command of sottotenente di vascello [Lieutenant (jg)] Benvenuto in section with Mas 
a2 7: 

The Mas had gone out to execute search sweep on the southern coastal routes of the 
lake. 

Here is the report of the commander of Mas 528: 

“at 20:30 (August 27). - Mas 527 and 528 casting off and with the main engines 
leaving the harbor in line ahead, with air escort consists of 4 Finnish fighters and running 
into the night. 

“In Franchia section heads to 1400 rpm to pass south of Konevitsa, then route 98° to 
the point lat. 60°45' long. 31° 36'. From here route south to the starting point of the sweep 
(lat. 60° 20' long 31° 36') 

“at 22:35. - Stop the main engines and proceed with the auxiliaries, on the south 
route. 

“at 00:03 (August 28) - 30 minutes before arriving at the point MAS 528 sight, at 20° 
from the bow to the left, at a distance about 3500 m, two ships with route about 280°. The 
section continues southward to get closer and better distinguish types of ships. 

“at 00:10. - We recognize the two ships for two tugboats, tow of which appears as a 
long barge about 70 meters; Astern to the maona a third smaller tugboat. The convoy has a 
speed of about 4 knots. 
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“at 00:15. -The convoy turns to the left and takes on a route about 260° heading of 
Moria.” 

“at 00:20. -At distance of 1500 meters it is recognized that the barge, highly loaded, 
belongs to the type of 1300 tons.” 

“at 00:25. -The Mas sighted on the starboard side, 10° from the bow and at a distance 
of about 2500 m another ship, with the opposite route to that of the convoy. This fourth ship 
appears, at first, larger than the others and this causes us to leave the convoy and continue to 
attack the latter. It has a considerably greater speed. But decreased the distance, it appears of 
dimensions less than those of the tugs. It is probably a patrol boat. This low profile along the 
convoy and will soon disappear sternward.” 

“at 00:35. — Resume the attack on the convoy to launch against the bardge; we set a 
torpedo to 1 meter depth.” 

“at 00:47. - distance of the 528 from the barge is 800 meters. The Mas is sighted but 
taken to be a friendly ship and the first tug transmits three times, the -F- recognition signal.” 

“In the meantime the Mas continue the route of approach. After the third repetition of 
the tugs signal they shoot machine-gun fire. 

“at 00:50. - Mas 528, gaudy, uncovered, in beta favorable (100°) and 5-600 meters 
away, launching the left torpedo. After about 30 seconds from the two Mas you see the 
barge, hit, wrapped in a large blaze, with scrap projection, what suggests the explosion of 
ammunition which it could be partially loaded. The Mas disengage with the main engines, 
then in the section heading to return to Sortanlahti.” 

Sottotenente di Vascello [Lieutenant (jg)] 
Commander Mas 528 
ALDO BENVENUTO“. 
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On 1 September 1942, the Mas 529 left at 09:40 from Sortanlahti for Lahdenpohja 
where he was to rectify the compass after working on the electrical circuit board that had 
altered the magnetic structure of the hull. 

At 10:43, when the Mas had arrived at the island of Verkkosaari (see map n. 7) two 
Russian patrol boats suddenly appeared from the south of the island itself, behind which until 
then had been kept hid and directed to attack of the Mas opening a great fire of machine 
guns, both heavy and light (40 and 12.5). 

Mas responded immediately to the fire, increasing the speed up to the maximum and 
returning enemy fire, always fed and well framed, he turned to NW, and then for N; then 
again for NE in order to respond more effectively to the fire. 

The second patrol boat, which shortly after the start of the fire, had separated from the 
first and had directed approximately to the north, closing the distance again and reopened the 
fire, forcing the Mas to change 





Mas underway on Lake Ladoga 
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target (the distance was decreased to about 600 m) but with a fire which in turn forced the 
patrol boat to decrease speed to rejoin with the other. 

There came at that time one of the Finnish escort planes that attacked the enemy 
section and that moved away shortly after ceasing fire, Mas, who had been repeatedly hit and 
had suffered damage and failure, could stop the starboard engine and directing at reduced 
speed for Lahdenpohja. 

German and Finnish fighter planes attacked the Russian patrol boats repeatedly but to 
no avail, given the backlash of anti-aircraft fire. 

Russian patrol boats were repeatedly affected and one had to suffer damage to a 
certain extent, because from our Mas was seen rising from it the smoke and the subsequent 
aerial exploration saw it towed, at least for a time. 


7. - RUSSIAN DEFENSIVE MEASURES — THE ACTION OF 29 SEPTEMBER — THE 
LAST SORTIE - TRANSFER TO REVAL. 


After the battle of 1 September, the successive sortie of Mas for ambushes, until that 
on 28-29 September which we will discuss below, we did not give rise to any sighting. Also 
unsuccessful were the outputs in cooperation with the German F.B, as well as those for other 
purposes. Falling opportunity to connect here, to illustrate the situation, what Commander 
Bianchini wrote in his report on those pontoons, and the consequences of their presence on 
the Ladoga and in the general conduct of operations, both in the use of Mas. (Prot. 17 SRP -5 
December 1942). 

“The F.B., at first, had devised advantage of Sortanlahti as a base; following the 
violent and continuous shelling which that town was subject, especially after the Russians 
had established the presence of the F.B. not easily concealable, and after suffering significant 
losses in the course of a bombing 
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day, they had assumed base inlets of the coast Kakisalmi and north of that location.” 

“Action against the coast, in the sense of creating by such means a bridgehead for any 
action landing behind the enemy's front had vanished together into the path of the project at 
St. Petersburg; Moreover, as information obtained by Russian agents landed by Mas on the 
enemy coast, it appeared that the Russians, to ward off this possibility, had, in the shallows 
near the shore, planted stilts connected by wires above the water together with a defensive 
system of mine.” 

“Numerous sorties were performed, with the poor results of an enemy patrol boat 
taken by surprise at dawn at close range (2000 meters) and sunk by gunfire; another hit but 
escaped the sinking; a gunboat hit.” 

“The cause of these failures lies in the fact that, given the low speed and long distance 
(for the forced location of the north base) to go to reach in the area, the F.B. They were 
forced to leave the base before sunset; this movement of several vehicles could not escape it 
enemy aerial observation, nor by enemy agents (mostly launched by parachute) that despite 
the intense hunting, swarmed in the area. Therefore the enemy, informed and suspended the 
traffic and Mas, without whose action preventive exploration and advanced the F.B. not 
moving, only those nights they could not make any sighting.” 

“In addition, enemy traffic, as learned from prisoners and how it was detected 
through intercepts of the Finnish information service, after the first of the lucky Mas actions 
had been diverted for the most part, and for the most valuable material by overland to 
Kabona, the interior of the Gulf of Schlusselburg, whence in the daytime, with a distance of 
15 miles, it was transported to Morja and Osinovetski; by way of lake traffic, now much 
reduced, it was organized in convoys, along routes well under the coast (depths from 5 to 10 
meters), they took advantage mostly of atmospheric conditions contrary to the Mas actions to 
complete the journey.” 
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“Tt sometimes happened that the supporting F.B. demands have hampered the work of 
Mas in the sense of restricting the scope and diminish the possibilities for the absence of 
traffic that the presence of F.B. in the lake carried with it.” 


“As we have transcribed it would be enough to explain why the sorties during the 
month of September, as you can see from the table at the end of the chapter, were few (one 
third of those of August); but this reduction of activities concurred also the deficiency of 
German fighter planes, those aircraft being very involved in the field of Wolchow, where the 
Russians attacked violently. Without fighters, as we know, the Ladoga Command did not 
send out the ships, having them start and return with full daylight.” 

“On the other hand the German Air Force Command on pressing of F.B. because to 
sortie, they did something, so that the enemy would focus more of his attention on Ladoga 
and lighten somewhat so its pressure on the front of Wolehow. So the pontoons 
accomplished some sorties, and with them our Mas, without the support of which the 
pontoons were not moving; but, as we said, they had no positive results, until the night of 29 
September.” 

“At 20:00 on 28 September the Mas 528 -529 section, under the command of 
Commander Bianchini, left Sortanlahti for one of the regular ambushes in the southern area 
of the lake and at 22:10, with the main engines stopped, put at 5 knots with auxiliary 
directing to the south. We bring back in this respect the report of Commander Bianchini:” 


“at 00:10. — To the south smoke is seen. Clear night, with good visibility of the moon. 
We proceed for a short time to the south; then recognized the enemy's route, direct to the 
east, approaches on the left, to achieve a parallel course.” 

“Approaching, the enemy ships are recognized as a tugboat, with transport and escort 
in tow, ahead on the left, 
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as a gunboat.” 

“at 00:45. -Given good visibility of the moon the Mas are sighted by the gunship that 
repeatedly transmits the acknowledgment signal (-4-). The continuous section briefly en 
route hoping to earn even the beta, when the gunboat turns and reverses course, puts the bow 
on the Mas, and opens fire. At this time, now being the distance down to 1000 meters, and 
finding myself at a disadvantage for the launch, desist from the attack.” 

“T put the main in motion and I along with Mas 528 to the north, followed by violent 
and centered fire machine guns and artillery. Given the close distance it returns fire with the 
machine gun on board; suspend when the shot distance increased, the fire of the enemy 
gunner facilitates the identification of Mas.” 

“In disengagement, the Mas move away from each other and lose sight. MAS 528 is 
moved to the north of the area; the 529 just out of reach of fire reduces speed and stops; 
therefore, established the position, directs to return to the point of ambush. They sight again 
the smoke of the attached ships shortly after the attack invert the route heading to the west.” 

“at 2:45. -Having distinctly recognized enemy ships turn for Rv 2100 to attack them 
again. 

"03:05 Hrs. - The gunship is to bow to the left of the convoy consists of a tug with 
three large barges connected close together. The gunboat, having arrived at the north end of a 
shallow, pull over about 40 degrees to the left. Just before also berths the convoy, launch 
against it, about 1000 m away, the starboard torpedo adjusted to 1 m deep. the torpedo did 
not hit. I pull to the left and head to the north. 


“ Observations: 
“1. -The Torpedo did not hit because, given the shallow depth (10 to 15 m) having 
done a lot more emphasized must have 
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stuck in the bottom. In the rate of turn to the left after the launch, made with auxiliary 
engines, was observed at the point of launch an extensive mark.” 

“2. - The enemy's reversal of course after our first attack, during which more ready 
was the fiery reaction, suggests that the Russian command has given initially order to return 
as a result of likely presence information about the Mas in the area “. 


The few sorties of October were all in cooperation with FB. 

Early in that month the Command of the FB received a new solicitation, and this time 
not of his Air Force, but by the High Command of the northeast front, to intensify the actions 
of his pontoons on Ladoga to ease Russian pressure against the German salient on the same 
lake, between Schusselburg and Bugrovski. 

The Mas, of course, assisted in the operations, with ambushes but they had no 
positive results. 

Finally the commander of the FB, to assert more strongly the weight of the presence 
of its pontoons, decided rather large action against the islet of Suho, an action that took place 
on October 22 and to which the Mas participated with auxiliary tasks, such as usual 
preventive exploration, transshipments of personnel, expanse of a curtain of smoke, seriously 
wounded transport. 

The attackers had notable losses; in a report of a Finnish official the results of action 
were defined catastrophic for the F.B. and indeed, in proportion to the importance of that 
action and the losses inflicted on the Russians, one hesitates to define very exaggerated 
adjective. 

The various events in the attack at Suho of 22 October 1942 are extensively described 
in Commander Bianchini’s report on the activity of F.B., the report which is reported in the 
Appendix. 

With action against Suho the activity XII Mas Squadron on Ladoga ended. 

But the continuation of it in the Gulf of Finland remained to the 
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state of intent, even though, as we have seen, it seemed that everyone was in agreement in 
considering it more useful, albeit until the arrival of frost had again forced to the boats to 
move in open water. And it was also thought to the bases: Lieutenant Commander von Ramm 
who, as we know, by the report of Commander Cini (see paragraph 4), had gone to Berlin to 
point out that he did not think absolutely adapted to operate on Ladoga the mine laying 
motorboats which he had been given command, he had commissioned from the German 
Navy to inspect various parts of the Gulf of Finland to choose the most suitable as bases, 
even for the Italian Mas of the inspections carried out by the von Ramm had reported to the 
German and Finnish commands and also to Commander Bianchini, expressing particularly 
favorable opinion of the Bay of Hamina. 

Instead came late October, and the transfer was imposed from season to avoid the 
boats to stay locked; but it was too late for even a short stay in the Gulf of Finland. 

Evidently the agreement of opinions was only apparent. Most likely were the control 
of the land front and one of the pontoons that got their way. 

The Mas was assigned to Reval as a base to spend the winter. 

On 29 and 30 October the Mas moved in Sections from Sortanlahti to Lahdenpohja 
where they landed torpedoes, depth charges, torpedo launchers, ammunition, machine gun, 
gasoline and everything movable and thus ease the bulk of the hulls. Meanwhile, they carried 
all the materials of the bases of Sortanlahti and Lahdenpohja up to Kakisalmi to where they 
had been readied railway cars for the transport to Helsinki. From Helsinki to Tallinn 
transportation would then take place on the steamer. 

At Lahdenpohyja using a slipway the four Mas one after another were loaded on 
railcars and transported by rail up to Punkasalmi; there were put back in the water and 
rearmed. On November 5, a section and on November 6 the other began navigation, with 
pilots, in stages by day, with the following itinerary. 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 198 


Punkasalmi-Lauritsala, across the lake Saima; Lauritsala-Vijpuri, for Saima Canal; Vijpuri- 
Helsinki. 

Sailings were greatly hampered by frost. Along the Salma Channel the icy layer of 5 
cm in thickness does not allow for Mas except in short sections to proceed under its own 
power. To prevent damage to the hulls had to employ an tug ahead to break the ice and 
another that took the two Mas following closely by each section to prevent the slabs from 
knocking against the side. All four Mas came to Helsinki with superstructures completely 
covered by a thick layer of ice. Although the temperature at sea does not descend beyond the 
-12° immediately the spray froze, for low salinity of the Baltic waters. 

From 9 to 19 November the Mas paused in Helsinki waiting for space at the base of 
Reval to be ready. There the evening of November 19, the XII Squadron had completely 
gathered. 

Finnish and German authorities gave generous assistance and cooperation for the 
good rapid execution of the transfer and for winter bedding based Reval; cordial were the 
warmest time in the Finnish capital as in that of Estonia. 

But the situation created after the landing of the Anglo-Americans in West Africa, the 
needs they caused in our Mediterranean-war organization and that, as we said at the 
beginning of the previous chapter, led Supermarina to recall our staff from the Black Sea, 
they availed to cause the same measure also for that of the XI Mas Squadron, and 
implementation also called for much more, such as the different situation in the north 
allowed. 

The four Mas were transferred to the Finnish Navy, which had very much appreciated 
them since their arrival at its ports. They were referred to as J1. to J4. 
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MISSIONI E TRASFERIMENTI DEI MAS DELLA XII SQUADRIGLIA DAL 25 LUGLIO AL 22 OTTOBRE 1942. 
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Segue. MISSIONI E TRASFERIMENTI DEI Mas Dai 25 LUGLIO at 22 OTTOBRE 1942. 
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Segue: MISSIONI E TRASFERIMENTI DEI MAS DAL 25 LUGLIO AL 22 OTTOBRE 1942. 
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The Mas 527 in high speed navigation with deployed personnel 
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ACTION OF THE GERMAN FAHRE BOOTE 


AGAINST ISLET OF SUHO 
(From the report of Commander Bianchini -n 17 SRP of 5 December 1942) 


The action had the goals: 

- to destroy the lighthouse; 

- destroy the existing battery on the island; 

- silence the r.t station; 

- seizure of codes and ciphers; 

-mine the passages north and south of the lighthouse. 

This last goal, examined in the initial project, was later eliminated by the 
unavailability of Germanic K.M. 

These KM, first examples of a new kind, have always complained about a number of 
defects and drawbacks to the hull and machinery, so they were always in the works to repair 
damage in the whole period (July-October) have in fact done only laying of magnetic mines, 
while on Ladoga would be a very profitable work given the shallow water field where the 
enemy routes run. 


CHRONOLOGY OF ACTION AGAINST SUHO 


The F.B. leave at 18:00 on 21 October (sunset at 16:30) their shelters. At Kruppi 
separate to head for the assembly station 2 miles N E of the island of Konevitsa. 

The 21:00 Mas 526 -527 section leaves Sortanlahti to perform exploration in the 
eastern part of the FB route from direction of Morja. Remain lurking in the southern part of 
the lake to the until 04:00, then return, as expected from the orders, as there is availability of 
aircraft to last for a daylight return. 

At 21:15 Mas 528, after it embarking the General Staff of the F.B, out of the bay and 
heads to move 2 miles N of E Konevitsa to meet the F.B. formation. 

At 21:40 Mas joins the FB group leader on which the G.S. is embarked, therefore we 
"took it in tow by FB 5 after having boarded a German communications signaller. 
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The convoy runs at 7 knots in finding at dawn on October 22 to the west of the Suho 
lighthouse. 

Overnight sailing regularly carry despite the lake being pretty rough in the stern and 
violent gusts of sleet. 

At 05:40 (October 22) breaks the towing cable and the Mas 528 proceeds with the 
auxiliary engines. 

The 05:51 the with formation it is turning 90° to a time left, it takes on 90° route 
directing to the lighthouse which it already begins to glimpse through the haze. 

With this maneuver, the FB, marching in double column, find themselves in a double 
line in front of the first line formed by 10 heavy, the second by 10 light The Infanterie boote 
sail also for 90° at the sides of the formation The Mas 528 keeps close to the FB group 
leader, who is at the center of the second line. 

At 06:05, at a distance of 5000 m, the FB open fire always progressing slowly 
towards the small island from which, at first, you do not have any reaction. Only at 06:40 the 
only 105 piece located on the west side of the islet start shooting. 

The 06:45 sightings of 9000 meter SE three gunboats, from Nova Ladoga, opening 
fire against the formation of FB. Against them the left wing F.B. react. 

The fire of the F.B. against Suho is intense but not very precise; the central ones are 
still approaching the islet and begin to center their blows. At 07:05 the only islet piece that 
had opened fire ceases to shoot. The lighthouse, hit, begins to burn at the base. 

At 07:15 comes a formation of German fighters and begins the escort the F.B. at a 
distance of about 1000 meters open fire even with the machine gun; even from the island 
begins a violent reaction of machine guns. 

The F.B. still advancing, despite the fact that the seabed should be getting low and 
rocky; well, at about 07:30, first one to the SW and then another to the NW go dry. 

From the island continuous reaction with the guns, placed behind small trenches and 
windows of the fancy house, against the Infanterie boote calling to land the pioneers. During 
this operation, there are many German soldiers killed or wounded by the shots of machine 
gun; but the landing takes place in spite of the raging fire. 

The two F.Bs are unable to get out and at 07:50 another, who was trying to refloat to 
the SW, goes aground in turn. 

The gunboat sighted, keeping a distance 8-9000 meters, continue to fire; the shot is 
slow and imprecise. 

At 08:15 3 gunboats, about 9000 meters to the northeast, open fire on the FB. 

At 08:30, given the impossibility of disentanglement, the three FB are abandoned and 
destroyed by the pioneers landed, despite not being able to reach and 
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occupy all the military works to complete the plan, due to the strong reaction, they leave the 
island taking away some prisoners the six gunboats continue shooting always staying over 
8000 meters; the FB react and gunboats when you see centered recede hiding, with the 
smokescreens. 

The 08:50 the islet has cease-fire; Order of the Command of the group MAS 528 is 
worn under the edge of the farthest ship to transmit the signal of the meeting and return. At 
09:00 the F.B resume formation in a double column, and head to return. 

At 09:15 comes the first squadron of Russian bombers that drop bombs on the 
formation without hitting. 

At 9:25 sightings of another 3 gunboats escorted by four patrol boats, at 9000 meters 
to SW, from Morja, who open a heavy fire on the FB and follows the formation for the return 
navigation, until around 16:00, staying at a parallel course . Their shot is very intense and 
well focused; approach to the formation up to 7000 meters and disengage hiding himself with 
smokescreens centered when you see a strong and effective F.B shot that hit two gunboats 
and two patrol boats also the F.B receive three hit on board; two have rudders and propellers 
affected they should reduce speed, because of the already small lake agitated ahead. 

From 09:15 until sunset, formations of Russian bombers escorted by fighters, in 
continuous waves, as opposed by the German fighter, reach the formation and engage the FB 
that react with cannons and machine guns, and knock down two bombers and three fighters; 
also Mas 528 fires the machine gun against aircraft that are approaching. 

At 12:30 a tail FB, already hit, is hit by two shots from the gunboats that immobilize 
him, adrift. This, too, is abandoned and sunk. In the meantime, while the head F.B reverse 
the route to bring relief to the unit affected and other affected and damaged, which had fallen 
astern of the formation and against which accentuated the enemy pressure, Mas; 528, in the 
following order, spreads a curtain of smoke to conceal the maneuver of the formation which, 
reorders the formation, then it resumes the return route. 

At 15:10 the aerial escort, hitherto small and ineffective, is numerous, so that Russian 
bombers are intercepted before reaching the target; only a few isolated plane can reach high 
altitude and to drop on the F.B, but without result. 

In all the A/A defense of F.B. and Germanic fighters downing twenty Russian planes 
between bombers and fighters. 

At 16:30 gunboats cease-fire and disperse to the S.W. 

At 16:35 come the Mas 526 and 527 to take the seriously injured and take them to the 
base. 

At 18:15, ahead of Konevitsa, Mas 528 joins the FB group field, embarks the General 
Staff and returned to Sortanlahti at 18.50. 

The F.B come to Sortanlahti to 21:00. At 02:00 the next day start to return to their 
bases before dawn. 
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CONSIDERATIONS: 


Results damaged the Suho lighthouse and adjacent rooms; destroyed three positions 
of artillery (105 mm); captured some prisoners; for the fierce defense opposed by the army 
garrison machine guns, the work of destruction was only partial; damaged with artillery two 
Russian patrol boats and two gunboats; downed 20 aircraft of which 5 from pontoons, the 
others by the escort aircraft. 

Losses incurred lost four pontoons of which 3 stranded in Suho and scuttled and one 
sunk by shooting; loss of men: about 30 dead and as many seriously injured. 

Many FB damaged by artillery fire and bomb shrapnel. 

Overall, the action cost a lot in relation to the poor results achieved. 

This is due to the following factors: 

- Indiscipline action: with the large number of cannon available and with the excellent 
training of FBs at shooting it was possible to perform an effective and rapid concentration of 
fire to make a clean sweep of the islet (60X30) before the landing of pioneers, the artillery 
action was quite messy. 

- Reckless imprudence of maneuver: in the heat of the fire some commanders have 
not taken account of the seabed and two units have run aground and thus have lost three 
despite several persistent attempts free them; loss that was absolutely avoidable. 

- Excessive duration of the action characteristic of it had to be that of the coup and all 
should and could be made in half an hour; instead it lasted three hours and it was thus 
possible by the enemy to run against the formation of the FB a high concentration of ships, 
with all the gunboats of Ladoga noticed by Molia and Nova Ladoga, otherwise impossible 
due to their low speed (10 knots maximum) the formation for the losses and the hits had to 
reduce a lot of speed; therefore it remained the whole day on the lake, subject to enemy air 
attacks. 

- Poor air escort in the morning fighters, despite the help of the Finnish, was 
insufficient to repel the massive formations, well escorted, of the Russian bombers. In the 
afternoon, following the worsening of the situation, a strong contingent of German fighter 
and assault planes, called from the Estonian bases, come to the aid by intercepting the enemy 
before he got on the formation’s sky; they are then verified the strong Russian casualties (15 
aircraft) and the F.B. formation practically did not suffered losses. 


USMM 11: Activity on the Black Sea & Lake Ladoga 
Page 209 


ANALYTICAL INDEX 
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